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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE FIRST of a short series of articles on ‘construction in 
post-war Italy is on p. 206 


PLASHET COUNTY Secondary School for Girls, a multi- 
storey building providing accommodation for 680 pupils on a 
site of less than an acre, is illustrated on p. 209 


SCHOOL FURNITURE, specially designed by the LCC, ts 
the subject of an article. p. 218 


A NEW CAR PARKING SYSTEM, claimed to accom- 
modate 260 cars per acre, was demonstrated in London last 


week. p. 220 


IT IS ASTONISHING that even those builders who put the 
best workmanship into the houses they build to sell should 
economise so parsimoniously over the cost of their plans, Mr. 
Clifford Culpin told the Housing Centre Conference. p. 222 


THE HIGH COURT has decided that a flat roof is a working 
place within the meaning of the Building Regulations. p. 223 





THE DUTIES OF AN ARCHITECT 


THE award to a local authority of over £14,000 in damages 

against their architect for a housing scheme comes as 
an unpleasant shock. Full particulars of the case were given 
in The Builder for July 23, and it is only necessary to say here 
that the architect appears to have behaved with quite extra- 
ordinary recklessness. He ordered variations and additions 
without notifying the authority; on one occasion through an 
arithmetical error he certificated the contractor for £1,000 
above his entitlement, and on another occasion was guilty 
of what the Official Referee described as a “very gross 
deception.” 

Circumstances such as these are fortunately extremely 
rare, and the profession is entitled to congratulate itself on the 
fact that actions for negligence are unusual. But these facts 
should not give rise to complacency ; it is good for architects, 
as well as for other professional men, to remind themselves 
from time to time of the precise nature of their duties to their 
clients. This is all the more important because, although the 
general principles of professional responsibility remain the 
same, their detailed application may change over the years. 
In his recent book on the law relating to the architect, Mr. 
E. J. Rimmer, QC, drew attention to the “‘ steady and increas- 
ing tendency for standard forms of building contract to contain 
clauses which relieve the general contractor from responsi- 
bility for the successful execution of the works, for damage to 
adjoining property, and for the risks of encountering unfavour- 
able physical conditions or artificial obstruction ; and which, 
after final certificate, limit the contractor’s responsibility for 
damage caused by or to the works even though due to the 
contractor’s failure to observe his contract obligations.” 
These clauses, Mr. Rimmer suggests, cast a heavier respon- 
sibility upon the architect in relation to design, preliminary 
surveys, supervision and certification than they would if 
responsibility for the proper execution of the works remained 
with the contractor after final certification. 


It is probably true to say that the ultimate impact of these 
clauses upon the professional responsibility of the architect 
was not foreseen at the time they were introduced into the 
standard forms of contract. On the other hand, the adoption 
of these clauses has undoubted advantages to the industry 
as a whole and to the public, quite apart from their obvious 
advantage to the contractors. Without such clauses, the 
contractor would clearly be justified in making increased 
allowance for contingencies with obvious consequences in 
terms of building costs. In this connection, it is worth 
recalling that curious feature of building contract law which 
establishes that the architect does not “ warrant” his plans 
vis-a-vis the contractor; this was laid down many years 
ago in Thorn v. London Corporation where the contractor 
was unsuccessful in a claim for damages for expense and delay 
caused by the failure of caissons which he was instructed to 
use in the building of Blackfriars Bridge. 


Subsequent developments in the form of contract have 
undoubtedly created a more equitable position for the con- 
tractor, but if Mr. Rimmer is right—and his opinion must 
carry considerable weight—this has been achieved at the price 
of heavier responsibilities for the architect. At the same time, 
the duties and responsibilities of the architect have increased 
in other ways. The growing complexity of building opera- 
tions, accompanied as it has been by the employment of more 
specialists and sub-contractors, has increased the architect’s 
responsibility for co-ordination and supervision. Building 
licensing, town planning and other controls have all made 
more work for the architect in practice even if they have not 
increased his legal responsibilities. 


These considerations give rise to certain questions. Are 
we perhaps asking too much of the architect ? Is there a case, 
as was suggested by the Simon Committee, for some devolu- 
tion of responsibility, e.g., on to the clerk of works? A little 
quiet thinking and discussion on these problems seems 
desirable. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


MULTI-STOREY SCHOOLS 


HOSE of us whose education was 
received in buildings better noted 
for antiquity than for convenience regard 
with faint amusement, not altogether 
free from envy, the standards of space, 
light and convenience prescribed for the 
modern state school. Less tolerance is 
felt for the sprawling plans which are 
so often required by education authorities, 
plans which often seem unduly expensive 
in construction, heating and the use of 
land. 'There now seems to be some 
change of front in regard to the single- 
storey school, and a return to two- and 
three-storey buildings—welcome archi- 
tecturally as well as economically—has 
been noted. 

The Plashet Secondary Modern School, 
East Ham, illustrated in this issue, is 
interesting not only for its considerable 
architectural qualities but as offering a 
solution of a planning problem which is 
facing many urban education authorities. 
The East Ham authority are to be con- 
gratulated on accepting the bold solution 
offered by Mr. Whitby, their architect, 
who has planned on a site of less than 
one acre a miulti-storeyed school for 
680 girls. Evidence to date shows that 
the pupils are settling in well. The 
near-by;Plashet Park is used to supplement 
the gymnasium as recreational space. 
In this school, at any rate, has been found 
a solution to a pressing problem which 
other education authorities will examine 
with interest. 

OSBORNE HOUSE 

Tue Minister of Works, Sir David 
Eccles, in a statement in the House of 
Commons on July 29, said that the Queen 
had commanded that the rooms at Osborne 
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House, Isle of Wight, which had been in 
personal occupation by Queen Victoria 
and which had been maintained exactly 
as they were and never shown to visitors, 
should now be open to the public. 


PRESTON NODS ! 


THE ciTiEs of the industrial north are 
not generally noted for a superfluity of 
fine buildings and amenities. Yet they 
do exist, as at Preston where the Central 
Library and the two fine parks are sufficient 
in themselves to add distinction to any 
town. It is hard to know what has 
induced the Preston city fathers to replace 
the old cast-iron bandstand in the lovely 
Avenham Park which runs along the 
Ribble by the erection shown in our 
a Design, detail and colour win 

igh marks for ham-handedness, and the 
building’s scale alone goes far to ruin 
this exquisitely laid-out and maintained 
open space. How do these things happen 
and what is Preston doing. about it? 
Municipal architectural standards seem 
regrettably to have declined since a 
19th-century corporation commissioned 
the late J. Hibbert’s City Library. 


HOUSING SITES SHORTAGE 


Not only the London County Council 
but the Corporations of other large cities 
are coming near to exhausting sites for 
new housing within their boundaries. 
In Birmingham, the 1955 programme, 
announced on June 29, because of the 
shortage of land, is only able to make 
provision for 3,334 dwellings compared 
with 4,771 in the 1954 programme. Of the 
total, 2,639 will be in the form of flats. 
The estimated all-in cost of the programme 
is £8,011,488. 

Most of the remaining sites in the city 
are small ones, and only five will accom- 
modate more than 100 dwellings. The 
density of new dwellings on some of the. 
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Bandstand, Preston (see note). 


estates planned earlier is to be increased 
to give an additional 668 dwellings. 
ARCHITECT TO RETIRE 

Mr. J. E. Davison, LRIBA, assistant 
architect to the Cambridge City Council 
is retiring on August 31 after 40 years’ 
service in local government, 27 of them 
with the Cambridge City Council. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, August 5, 1854 


Gass Bricks.—Amongst the more 
recent inventions patented by manu- 
facturers, we hear of one by Mr. Summer- 
field, of the Glass-Works, Birmingham 
Heath, for what are termed chromatic 
glass, or glass-faced grooved bricks. By 
Mr. Summerfield’s process, red or other 
clay can be combined with glass, and this 
will secure durability, entire resistance to 
moisture, and give an ornamental appear- 
ance to the building. The form of the 
brick is also, by means of a groove at the 
side and end, made so as to add greatly 
to the strength of the erection, the joints 
by this means being brought close to- 
gether, and the mortar acts as a dowell 
from the shape of the groove. 


RESIDENTIAL APARTMENTS, CITY PARK, TORONTO. This group of buildings, designed by Mr. 
Peter Caspari, FRIBA, MRAIC, FRSA, for the City Park Development Project, comprises an underground 
garage and three blocks of apartments, total value $8m. approximately, on a site adjoining Alexandra-street, 


Church-street and Wood-street, Toronto. 
accommodation for approximately 300 large cars. 


by 24 ft. 


The underground garage is 440 ft. long by 260 ft. wide and gives 
The general column grid in the garage and above is 30 ft. 
There are three blocks of apartments of 14 storeys height each built over the garage, containing a total 


of 780 residential apartments. The dimensions of each block in plan are 260 ft. long by 68 ft. wide, and the 


total height of the building including garage is 142 ft. 


The structural consulting engineers are Messrs. W. V. 
Zinn and Associates, of London and Toronto, and the builder is Mr. H. Durrenberger. 











price 
be t1 
repe 
In 
tract 
unfo 
attit 
man 
adva 
enjo 
Qi 
erect 
the 
arrar 
layer 
them 
cont! 
pour 
quen 
subje 
Duri 
pure. 
artic! 
ado | 
at hi 
we ¥ 
cont! 
and < 
for t 
grow 
in ar 
to th 
W. 
and 
cont! 
of tl 
supp 
the « 
subst 
and \ 
the | 
savin 
origi 
highs 
contr 
As 
conti 
their 
build 
reluc 
claus 
remo 
supp 
contr 
their 
when 
will c 





L954 





reased 
5. 


sistant 
ouncil 
years’ 

them 


1854 


more 
nanu- 
nmer- 
ham 
matic 
-- BS 
other 
d this 
nce to 
>pear- 
of the 
at the 
reatly 
joints 
se to- 
lowell 





August 6 1954 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RISE AND FALL CLAUSE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am interested to read the replies 
of your correspondents concerning 
the abolition of variation of price clauses 
in building contracts. I agree with 
your leader of July 16, and with the general 
consensus of opinion as to the desire for 
the early abolition of this clause, which is 
at best an onerous one on the contractor, 
and involves him in unnecessary overhead 
expenses in presenting the evidence to 
the building employer, for the collection of 
the amounts involved. 

It is suggested that the builder’s 
argument is that the time is never oppor- 
tune to do so and the non-inclusion of 
this condition would enable the contractor 
to compel the supplier to supply at fixed 
prices to everyone’s benefit. This should 
be true; unfortunately, it can have severe 
repercussions. 

In my opinion it is not that the con- 
tractor wants to retain this clause; he is 
unfortunately compelled to do so by the 
attitude of his suppliers in so many cases, 
many of whom are still trying to retain the 
advantageous trading position they have 
enjoyed since the end of the war. 

Quite recently I was engaged in the 
erection of a large number of houses in 
the course of which a contract was 
arranged with a commercial firm of floor 
layers for the laying of flooring tiles by 
them, in respect of the whole of the 
contract (worth several thousands of 
pounds), on a fixed-price basis, in conse- 
quence of which this item was not the 
subject of a variation of price clause. 
During the progress of the contract, 
purchase tax: was imposed on the basic 
article and the floor layers without more 
ado sent out new contracts for signature 
at higher prices, and the suggestion that 
we were not liable for this on a fixed-price 
contract was met by a stoppage of work 
and a refusal to continue until the demands 
for the increased cost were met, on the 
grounds that it was a Government order 
in any case, and the cost could be passed 
to the consumer or employer. 

We refuted both of these suggestions 
and maintained that on a fixed-price 
contract, it did not matter what the cause 
of the increase, the risk was with the 
supplier. The stoppage of this work and 
the delays incurred involved us in some 
substantial cost and loss of production, 
and we had to resolve the matter by placing 
the business with another firm at some 
saving on the price then demanded by the 
original sub-contractor, but at a price 
higher than that at which we had originally 
contracted for the work. 

As long, therefore, as suppliers and sub- 
contractors wish to live in a “ world of 
their own making ”’ it will be necessary for 
builders to safeguard themselves by 
reluctantly including variation of price 
clauses, but I agree with you that their 
removal is desirable, and that the sooner 
suppliers will enter into fixed-price 
contracts for the supply of goods and 
their services and honour their bargains 
when made, the sooner this state of affairs 
will come about. 

‘* CONTRACTOR.” 
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See letter “‘ Medieval Buildings in North Italy.” 


BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your readers may be interested to 
learn that a corporate member of this 
Institute, i.e, a Fellow or an Associate, 
may describe himself as a “‘ Registered 
Building Surveyor,” and the classes of 
members mentioned, and they alone, are 
entitled to use the designatory letters 
F. or A. Bld. S.I. respectively. Certi- 
ficates of membership are to be issued to 
these members in the very near future. 
Your readers may also be interested to 
learn that a thorough, yet practical, 
examination syllabus has been approved, 
and that this becomes effective on Sep- 
tember 1 next. Steps are being taken 
to publicise the syllabus as widely as 
possible. 
I should also be most obliged if you 
could find space to announce that the new 
telephone number of the Institute is 


‘Central 6871 /2/3. 


A. ETHELL, General Secretary, 
The Building Surveyors’ Institute. 
227 Strand, WC2. 


MEDIEVAL BUILDINGS, N. ITALY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Most people interested in archi- 
tecture visit Italy, if funds permit, 

or cherish a warm glow of desire to do 
so. But whereas the well-known “art 
cities ’’—Rome, Florence, and Venice— 
and the better-known smaller towns like 
Verona and Vicenza in Venetia, and 
Siena and San Gimignano in Tuscany, 


receive the predominant share of attention, 
the riches of some of the less-known 
places may not always be adequately 
realised. In particular, although churches 
are universally publicised, the wealth of 
secular buildings of the medieval period 
is amazing, and may perhaps not be 
paralleled anywhere else in Western 
Europe. The appended map of north 
Italy and northern Tuscany, with symbols 
showing the distribution of the main 
types of buildings in the various towns 
shown, may be a revelation. 'The towers 
(16 of them) are obviously the most 
spectacular though not highest in aesthetic 
appeal. The highest so far found is the 
“'Torrazzo”’ at Cremona, 397 ft. high 
(compare the Victoria Tower, Houses of 
Parliament, Westminster, a mere 336 ft. 
or so) ; it is probably the highest building 
in Western Europe before the Gothic spires 
of the fourteenth century. 

The next tallest is the Torre Asinelli, 
the higher (because unabbreviated) of the 
twin structures at Bologna, 320 ft. (about 
the same as the Westminster Clock Tower); 
the pair loom up, gaunt, leaning and 
perilous-looking, at the end of the narrow 
Via Rizzoli, and one wonders how they 
can have kept up so long. For the rest, 
there are 20 municipal buildings, eight 
gateways, six castles, and five bridges, 
and more in the tinier towns not portrayed. 
A full article, with another map and 
greater detail, is probably to appear later 
in America. 

H. V. MoLeswortuH Roserts. 

Wallington, Surrey. 











Construction in Post-War Italy 


THE BUILDER 


I—VENETIA 
By S. Gordon Joseph 


[IX the north-eastern corner of Italy, a 

vast area extends from. the Austrian 
border to the Adriatic, known in historical 
times as Venetia, though now adminis- 
tratively subdivided. "Though no single 
region is completely representative, I 
have selected it because it exemplifies 
building problems associated with a 
variety of landscapes—urban, mountain- 
ous, agricultural, maritime—through 
which it is possible to convey some of the 
major features of Italy’s strenuous effort 
to make good the losses sustained through 
war and the deficiencies already existing 
before 1940. 


Its core is the Veneto region, which 
stretches from the Dolomites to the delta 
of the Po and which contains the famous 
ancient cities, including Venice itself. 
And it was accordingly this part which 
suffered such irreplaceable losses during 
the last months of the war in Italy. 
Padua, Vicenza, Verona were bombarded 
and world - famous bridges, palaces, 
churches and squares were reduced to 
ruins. ‘The same fate overtook ordinary 
everyday buildings, causing even greater 
hardship. "Take one city alone ; half of 
Verona’s buildings were destroyed in the 
war, and this was largely brought about 
by air attacks against German occupation 
forces, except for the nine (out of ten) 
bridges across the Adige river—uniting 
the old part of the city with the new— 





HOTEL BAUER GRUNWALD: One of the few modern 


buildings on the main’ island of Venice. 





Fascist building (right) is interesting. 


which were demolished by the German 
troops in their retreat of April, 1945. 
Nearly half of all damage was to private 
buildings. 

Also to be taken into account at Verona 
was the concealed damage, ascertainable 
only at the moment of examination before 
the work of restoring. But since it got 
under way, the reconstruction achieve- 
ment has been satisfactory. For example : 
490 buildings were completely destroyed 
(or 2,000 homes containing about 8,000 
rooms of all sorts) ; from about 1949 until 
last year, 350 had been rebuilt (1,500 
homes with 6,000 rooms). 7,000 houses 
were badly damaged ; in the same period, 
6,345 were repaired. For complete re- 
placement, the cost is estimated at £200 
per room, resulting in a total of £1} mil- 
lion; while an average repair cost £120 
per house. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


For the Public Building Reconstruction 
Programme, £24 million is the estimate. 
One-third of this is taken up by the com- 
plete rebuilding of the Biblioteca Capito- 
lare ; one-quarter on the nine bridges in 
the city and almost as much on the other 
Adige bridges in the surrounding country ; 
and roughly equal sums (nearly £200,000) 
on public libraries, schools, welfare insti- 
tutes and the new Railway Station. 'The 
latter was one of the post-war recon- 
struction priorities 
and work was al- 
ready in progress 
on it when I first 
visited the city, as 
early as mid-1948. 
Nor was the aim 
merely to get up a 
structure of any 
sort as quickly as 


possible. A com- 
pletely modern 
station was de- 


Comparison with the 





visiting Venice. 
was finally completed in 1952. 
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AUTOROAD AND RAIL BRIDGE 
across the Lagoons connecting Venice to 
the Italian mainland. 


signed whose architecture and plan incor- 
porated up-to-date views on the rational- 
isation of railway station layout. 


In a city whose monuments range from 
Roman times (its Colosseum “‘ L’Arena ”’ 
is second only to Rome’s and occupies a 
central position in the city and its life) 
through the Middle Ages with its mixture 
of Lombard Gothic and Venetian Byzan- 
tine influences and on to the first flowerings 
of the Renaissance in the work of Giocondo 
and Sanmicheli—in such a city the poten- 
tial losses through modern war hardly bear 
thinking about. In fact, about one-tenth of 
Verona’s great historic monuments were 
damaged, or at least in need of urgent 
attention at the end of the war. All the 
churches, many of high artistic value 
dating from the 13th century, required 





_.AGIP GARAGE, the terminal point for all cars 


Begun in the Fascist regime, it 
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consolidation of inner and outer walls, 
roofs, cloisters and bell-towers’; likewise 
in the case of important Renaissance and 
Baroque palaces such as those of the 
Barbieri, the Mattei and da Lisca. 

The Teatro Filarmonica was one of the 
individual monuments completely des- 
troyed. It was a leading concert hall in 





The S. Giustina power station project 
under construction. 


Italy, and since the reconstruction began, 
the foyer section has been completed. 
The Biblioteca Capitolare of the 15th 
century, already referred to, and known 
throughout the world for its rare MSS 
and works of science, law and literature, 
was not only restored but renovated in a 
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style more functional 
than it’s predeces- 
sor’s. ‘The central 
salon was retained, 
however, with its 
wooden walls and 
library engravings, 
in accordance with 
the original design. 
PONTE 
SCALIGERO 


One of the great- 
est blows to Verona 
and all lovers of 
medieval architec- 
ture was the demo- 
lition of the Ponte 
Scaligero, the 13th 
century bridge con- 
necting the Castel- 
vecchio on the 
Adige with the 
opposite bank. It 
had been erected 
by the family della 
Scala who ruled 
Verona at its zenith, 
and the rebuilding 
project has been pledged to absolutely 
faithful restoration at a sum of 50 million 
lire (£30,000). "To this end the same old 
stone quarries, long since abandoned, 
which originally furnished the stone 
material for the bridge, have been re- 
opened, besides three kilns for baking 
bricks of dimensions no longer in use. It 
is a similar story of progress in the other 
damaged cities of the Veneto region. 


VENICE 


The city of Venice itself, however, 
miraculously escaped significant damage, 
both in this war and the last. But it has, 
nevertheless, its own special problems. 
One of them is how to provide housing 
and public service building within the 
city for a population whose increase 
surpasses the Italian average, with a 
birth-rate double the death-rate. The 


answer is simple—it cannot be done. 





The new railway station, Venice. 


Housing estate at Treviso. 
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Architect Angelo Tramontine. 


Venice is probably the most built-up 
city of any size in the world; its very 
nature decides that. A mile or two off 
the Italian mainland coast, it stands on 
thousands of wood and concrete piles 
driven into the silt banks, or lidi, raised 
above water-level. Every inch of space 
therefore counts, and there is little room 
to spare for parks and gardens. Since 
the main isles are so covered, the city 
cannot expand in any direction, except 
perhaps upwards—and even this possi- 
bility is restricted. Anyway, the very 
mention of the word “ skyscraper’’ or 
similar modern multi-storeyed building 
sends a shudder down the true Venetian 
spine—and for that matter down many a 
foreigner’s. For Venice does not look 
very favourably on modern constructions 
(witness the recent controversy over the 
plans of even an unsensational newcomer 
like the proposed Frank Lloyd Wright: 
design) ; and you can count on the fingers: 
of one hand the number of new important 
buildings which have been erected during: 
the 20th century. 

The Ponte Stradale motor-road bridge: 
which connects Venice to the mainland 
is a pre-war construction, and the giant 
AGIP garage which dominates the Piaz- 
zale Roma square where the motor-road 
terminates is substantially a construction 
of the 1930s, although an extra wing and 
terraced hall were added between 1950 
and 1952, making the garage one of the 
greatest in Europe with a capacity for 
2,000 cars plus all the facilities for servic- 
ing and repairs. The Santa Lucia ter- 
minal station of the railway which forms 
the other link with the Italian mainland 
is a modern building still under con- 
struction. All of these buildings are well 
on the edge of the town. 

The Isle of St. George facing the 
famous quarter of St. Mark’s is under- 
going a new lease of life after years of 
disuse following its occupation as a 
barracks by Austrian troops, among other 
functions. A fashionable hotel like the 
Bauer Griinwald along the Grand Canal, 
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““Wish I'd been asked to 
that Dudok party, Fan !”’ 


#*e The 70th birthday of W. M. 

Dudok was celebrated in Hilversum on 

Wednesday, when a small party of 

English architects flew to Holland for 
the occasion. 











an odd corner here and there, are the only 
other evidences of 20th-century intrusion 
into this stronghold of the past. But the 
city is not a defunct survival from a 
previous era of prosperity. It has cer- 
tainly suffered eclipses before, but now 
plays a prominent rGle in the 20th-century 
life of its wide hinterland. For Venice 
is still an important port and commercial 
city, which has begun to spread its 
existence to the mainland. In 1923, a 
mew port with modern facilities was 
started at Marghera on the Italian coast 
opposite, and the inland town of Mestre 
has become an _ industrial suburb of 
Venice. Even a Venetian “ new town’”’ 
has been born on the mainland—the 
garden city of Porto Marghera just off 
the Mestre-Padua autostrada and con- 
nected with the industrial area, providing 
employment for its inhabitants. And 
there is room for an airport to serve the 
city on the Lido island forming the 
boundary of the lagoon. 


Between the division of Veneto and 
Jugoslavia to the east lies the region of 
Venezia Friuli, part of the old Venezia 
Giulia ; while Tridentina Venezia covers 
the land north-west to the Austrian border. 
Here is country which contrasts with the 
sunny fertile plains of southern Veneto, 
‘watered and sometimes flooded, by the 
Po. It is Alpine pastoral country in 
which there are, nevertheless, a fair 
sprinkling of towns which reached their 
peak in the Middle Ages either as epis- 
copal cities, centres of medieval commerce 
or stronghold towns commanding moun- 
tain pass roads—Trento, Bolzano, Merano, 
Bressanone. Most of them escaped serious 
damage, though these regions were the 
scene of bitter fighting in both World 
Wars. The emphasis in the Tridentina 
has been on development rather than 
on reconstruction. It is. divided into 
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two administrative parts—the Trentino 
which extends southward to Lake Garda, 
and the Alto Adige, north towards the 
Brenner Pass. It thus comprises an 
area of great natural beauty, and this has 
made tourism one of its most important 
economic resources. So a large part 
of building and construction has been 
concerned with or influenced by tourism— 
highways, bridges, inns and _ various 
facilities. 


PUBLIC WORKS 


A programme of road works costing 
one-quarter million pounds was accom- 
plished between 1949 and 1953. The pro- 
vince of Trento has been able, in this 
way, to lay down 130 miles of first-class 
highway with another 60 miles to be 
effected. The next Winter Olympic 
Games in 1955 /6 are to be held at Cortina 
d’Ampezzo in the mountainous north 
Veneto, and besides the projected con- 
struction of the essential stadium faci- 
lities, this has necessitated an extensive 
programme of mountain motor-road im- 
provement throughout Venetia, which I 
saw being undertaken as early as 1950 
and which will of course remain to the 
benefit of communications in the area after 
the Games end. 


The Region also helps to finance other 
projects such as schools, housing, sanatoria 
and welfare buildings, and public utilities 
which the smaller administrative units 
could not possibly afford by themselves. 
What is more, the Region is empowered 
to create legislation initiating schemes of 
common benefit, which they have sub- 
sequently financed to an extent varying 
from 50 to 70 per cent. The Regional 
Board, which is the executive organ of the 
Regional government, was especially con- 
cerned with the housing problem. Under 
their law of September, 1951, which 
provides for assistance from the central 
funds for provincial housing, some 
£100,000 per year for the next ten years 
was set aside for new housing in Triden- 
tina Venezia. 


ELECTRICAL POWER 


Each year since 1949 has seen an 
increase in the expenditure on and out- 
put of building projects and to these, of 
course, must be added the large number of 
private enterprise constructions. One of 
the major products of alpine Venetia is the 
generation of electrical power, doubly 
important because of the chronic lack of 
fuel materials throughout Italy. In the 
basin of the Upper Adige, a major tribu- 
tary of the Po, hydro-electric installations 
produce about ? million Kws. Produc- 
tion is expensive due to the necessity of 
constructing large reservoirs against the 
seasonal alterations in Alpine water supply. 
But big centres in the Val di Cuson 
Venosta, S. Massenza near Lake Molveno, 
S. Giustina in the Val di Non, with other 
smaller projects place Venetia among the 
largest producers of electrical energy in 
the whole of Western Europe ; while its 
range and volume of other building works 
make it one of the leading regions in 
Italy. In the next article we shall go 
right to the other end of the peninsula 
and the other end of the scale. 


(to be continued) 
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BOOK 


A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH 
ARCHITECTS, 1660-1840. By. H. M. Colvin, 
Fellow of St. John’s College, Oxford. 
(London: John Murray.) Price 70s. net. 


N an “ advertisement” to this volume the 

author explains that the dates 1660-1840 
were chosen “ because they cover the whole 
history of English classical architecture in its 
mature phase.” His aim has been _ to 
include every architect—and by “architect” 
is meant anyone, whether amateur, trades- 
man or professional who habitually made, 
or may be presumed to have made, architec- 
tural designs—the major part of whose active 
career falls within the limiting dates. 

The year 1660 (the Restoration), though 
obviously appropriate to the author’s pur- 
pose, has the disadvantage of excluding the 
“ father of English Classic architecture ” him- 
self, Inigo Jones’ (1573-1652), though there 
are inevitably a few scattered references to 
him. It might, perhaps, have been better 
to put the earlier limit of the book at 1603, 
the opening of the reign of Jamés I, which 
would have allowed the inclusion not only 
of the great Inigo, but also of those 
distinguished Jacobeans John Thorpe and 
Huntingdon Smithson. And, of course, there 
were others who would deserve inclusion. 


The scheme of the book has resulted, too, 
in the omission of names that one would 
otherwise expect to find. Thus, there is no 
mention of J. A. Hansom, founder and 
first editor of The Builder, although he was a 
successful architect by 1840—had, in fact, 
won the competition for Birmingham Town 
Hall in 1831. Alfred Bartholomew, the 
second editor, has a biography, and George 
Godwin, the third editor, is mentioned. 
Other inconsistencies are to be noticed—for 
instance, Sir Charles Barry and Sir William 
Tite were contemporaries, and both were 
in practice some years before 1840, but only 
Barry is included. One would have expected 
to find something, too, about the father of 
large-scale speculative building, the 
unscrupulous Nicholas Barbon (1640-1698), 
but he is not mentioned. The author, of 
course, is fully conscious of the fact that in 
a book of this kind there are bound to be 
errors and omissions, and he welcomes addi- 
tions and corrections. 

Having done our duty in this respect 
we should like to pay enthusiastic tribute to 
a remarkably full and scholarly work. Here, 
in alphabetical order, are the biographies of 
over a thousand architects, master builders 
and others who were at work in England 
during the period, together with full 
lists of their works. Many of the names are 
those of comparatively unknown men, whose 
rescue from oblivion is the result of much 
research. The index, which is remarkably 
full, contains the names of more than 7,000 
buildings, whose authorship has been estab- 
lished, many for the first time. The book has 
excellent introductory essays on “ The Build- 
ing Trades” and “The Architectural Pro- 
fession,” and an appendix gives complete 
lists of the names of architects who held 
public offices from 1660 to 1840. The scores 
of references to The Builder throughout the 
book show the immense value of our earlier 
volumes to students of the period. 

Though essentially a scholarly work of 
reference that should be on the shelves of 
all who profess an interest in architecture, 
the book is a very beguiling one, in the best 
sense of the word, and provides an unfailing 
source of pleasure and profit for the 
“ dipper.” i 8 
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Architect 
GEORGE WHITBY, MBE, ARIBA 


Consulting Engineer 
R. F. GALBRAITH, BSc., AMICE 


Quantity Surveyors 


BUNN, GROVES & HARRIS 


Builders 
BERNARD SUNLEY & SONS, LTD. 
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Half-landing on main staircase. 
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General view of the school, from the south-east. 


HE building was originally designed as a County 
Secondary School for East Ham Education 
Authority to accommodate 560 girls under the 
building regulations current in 1950. The work was 
expected to start in the latter part of 1951, but was 
delayed by the moratorium on _ school building 
announced shortly after the change of government. 
During the period of the moratorium the building 
was replanned in order to house 680 pupils under the 
revised regulations which by that time were in force. 
This replanning was done without altering the struc- 
ture, and the only visible effect is the inclusion on the 


ground floor of the music room in what would have 
been, under the more lavish earlier regulations, a 
cloakroom. 

Planning : When it is realised that the site is less 
than an acre, it will be seen that a spread-out design 
was not possible, even if desirable, and the architect 
found the solution in a cruciform design with base- 
ment, and ground floor mezzanine in the east, south 
and western arms, and six floors above. On the 
ground floor the east and west arms are extended to 
provide a gymnasium and an assembly hall, while 
the north and south arms are widened to contain 





Central block, looking down. 
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lavatory accommodation, the kitchen 
and a music room. ‘The basement 
contains a central store and the 
boiler house. 


The storey height of the first and 
upper floors is 10 ft., but the inter- 
position of the mezzanine has had 
the effect of setting the first and 
second floors of the northern arm 







| — | 5 ft. below each corresponding floor 
| | in the rest of the building, so that 
CLASSROOM CLASSROOM | uniform flights of stairs each rising 
i = \c | 5ft. serve as approaches to the 
i 12 Lamp  shseamama | various floors with an almost entire 
Il absence of corridors. The uni- 


formity of plan shape allows a 
corresponding uniformity of con- 
structional components, of which full 
advantage has been taken. 


Construction : The constructional 
method was fully described and 
illustrated in an article by the 
consulting engineer, Mr. R. F. 
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Galbraith, BSc, MIStructE, 
AMICE, in The Builder of January 
16, 1953. To recapitulate, severe 
restriction on the steel available in 
1952 led to a decision to prestress 
| the retaining walls, column bases, 
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lower lengths of the main columns 
and certain connecting beams, as it 
was found that the allocation of 
64 tons of steel would be sufficient 
for the retaining walls, and thus 
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allow the work to _ proceed. 
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. Lior Z **Macalloy ’’ steel bars fitted with 
q ( Lee-McCall high efficiency nuts, 
ane post-tensioned to 42 tons per sq. in., 
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st ES | | diameter high-tensile wires, and 
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a special feature worth comment is 
the use of sand as an insulating layer 
between the floors. Building paper 
was laid over the precast flooring 
units and approximately 2 in. of 
sand was laid on top of this. An 
Ground-floor plan. inch of screed was laid on the sand 
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The assembly hall. 


and, when it had compacted, the lino tile finish was 
stuck down to the screed. 


Finishes : Externally the building is faced with 
Portland stone left sawn faced ; stone with shell was 
admitted which not only brought down the price to 
something comparable to brick but has given a 
pleasant texture. Internally, the precast concrete 
window units have been left untreated, while precast 
concrete beams, columns and stairs have been coated 
with emulsion paint. Stairtreads are all rift sawn 
Columbian pine plugged to the staircase units. The 
hall and gymnasium are floored with Rhodesian teak 
strip. 


Decorations: Decorations throughout are in 
emulsion paint of two shades, white and a neutral 
grey, but in addition each floor has a colour of some 
strength which is used on the walls of the staircase 
landings, and is reflected in the treatment of the 
blackboard wall of each classroom. These walls are 
papered, each in a distinctive colour, which is echoed 
in the chequerboard pattern of the lino squares on the 
floors. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers engaged on the work 
were : 


The Acme Flooring and Paving Co. (1904), Ltd., 
Barking, Essex, wood block flooring ; Adamite Co., Ltd., 
“* Redalon”; Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd., cork pinning 
boards; J. J. Bassett and Co., Ltd., general builders’ 
supplies ; Bodec, Ltd., ‘‘ Plastex”’ paint ; Camden Tile 
and Mosaic Co., Ltd., quarry tile flooring and wall tiling; 
Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., Portland cement; 
Charrington Gardner Locket and Co., Ltd., fuel oil ; J. Cole 
and Sons, Ltd., wallpaper ; Chubb Safes, Ltd., wall safes ; 
Comyn-Ching (London), Ltd., ironmongery, railings, 
cloakroom fittings. 

Concrete, Ltd., Hounslow, “ Bison” precast hollow 


concrete flooring and roofing; Dictograph Telephones, 
Ltd., wireless relay; Dorman Long Co., Ltd., crane ; 


Empire Stone Co., Ltd., precast concrete paving slabs ; 
Faulkner Greene Co., Ltd., glazing ; Fleetwood Paint Co., 
Ltd., emulsion paint; J. W. Furse Co., Ltd., lightning 
conductor, stage lighting ; James Gibbons, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton, cycle racks ; Ham River Grit Co., Ltd., aggre- 
gates; J. W. Green Co., Ltd., painting ; Hammond and 
Champness, Ltd., passenger lift. 


Highways Construction, Ltd., asphalting and _tar- 
macadam ; Holoplast, Ltd., ‘‘ Decorplast’’; Richard Hill, 
Ltd., ‘‘ Maxweld ” fabric reinforcement; Hume Atkin, 
Ltd., light fittings ; Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd., wrot-iron 
balustrading and balconies; John Lewis and Co., Ltd., 
linoleum floors, carpets and curtains ; John Line and Sons, 
Ltd., and Arthur Sanderson, Ltd., wallpapers ; London 
Brick Co., Ltd., Fletton bricks ; London Electricity Board, 
electrical installation ; McCalls Macalloy, Ltd., high tensile 
reinforcement ; Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., light fittings; 
Mosaic and Terrazzo Precast Co., Ltd., Sunbury-on- 
Thames, terrazzo. 


Murray and Jones, Ltd., oil paints ; North Thames Gas 
Board, gas services ; W. Miller (Plastering), Ltd., plaster- 
ing; Olympic Gymnasium Co., Ltd., gymnasium 
apparatus ; Palmers Travelling Cradle and Scaffolding Co., 
Ltd., scaffolding etc.; RIW Protective Products Co., Croydon, 
waterproof compounds ; Rom River Co., Ltd., supplying 
and fixing m.s. rod reinforcement ; Shutter Contractors, 
Ltd., Enfield, roller shutters ; Scotia Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow, C4, structural steel hinges; South Western 
Stone Co., Ltd., masonry in Portland stone. 


Stent Precast Concrete, Ltd., precast reinforced and 
precast prestressed concrete units; Stitson Sanitary 
Fittings, Ltd., sanitary fittings, mirror shelves ; Stitson, 
White and Co., Ltd., drainage, plumbing and water 
supply ; Bernard Sunley and Sons, Ltd. (general con- 
tractors), joinery; Supalith, Ltd., Southall, woodwool 
insulation ; Tibor, Ltd., Stratford-on-Avon, deep texture 
curtain fabrics ; John Thompson Beacon Windows, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton, metal door frames, metal windows ; 
H. J. Townsend, Ltd., flush doors ; Weatherfoil Heating 
Systems, Slough, Bucks., heating and hot water installa- 
tions ; Willment Bros., Ltd., Isleworth, excavation; and 
Vitretex (London), Ltd., glaze finishes. 
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The entrance hall (north). 


View from mezzanine down to entrance hall (south). The bridge leads to the Headmistress’s Room, 
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The gymnasium. 








A classroom. A work space. 





Domestic science room. 


PLASHET COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, FOR EAST HAM EA 
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View from south-west. 
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FACTORY CANTEEN, PLYMOUTH: Awarded RIBA Bronze Medal for 1953 


Assistant Architect 
G. F. SPRAY 


RECTED for Messrs. Tecalemit, Ltd. 
(the general contractors), the canteen 
provides accommodation for approxi- 
mately 1,100 persons on the ground floor, 
and 150 on the first floor. It is sited on 
rising ground overlooking the main factory 
buildings. The building has been awarded 
the RIBA Bronze Medal of the Devon and 
Cornwall Society of Architects. 

The main dining hall with a stage at 
one end is some 200 ft. long by 60 ft. 
wide ; the servery which extends the full 
length has four sets of counters. 

Due to the levels, the kitchen, which is 
over the servery, has service yard and 
access from the rear, and the food is 
served by lifts to the servery and direct 
to the two dining-rooms on the first floor. 

The front wall of the main hall facing 
south is mostly of glass, and projecting 
canopies cut off the direct sunlight during 
the summer months. The roof of the 
dining hall, which forms a large terrace, 
is approached from the first-floor stair 
hall. 

Construction: The building is steel 
framed with r.c. floors and roofs.. The 
walls are cavity brickwork and faced with 
hand-made sandfaced bricks. The floors 
of the dining-room are hardwood block, 
and those of the entrance hall, staircase 
and landings are terrazzo. Acoustic 
plaster has been used on the ceiling of the 
main dining hall. Sub-contractors were: 


Architects 
WALLS & PEARN, AA.RIBA 


Steelwork, Blight and White, Ltd., Ply- 
mouth; steel reinforcement, BRC Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Bristol ; heating installation 
and extract plant, Freeman Heating Co., 
Ltd.; sound installation, GEC, Ltd., 
Plymouth; light fittings, GEC,  Ltd., 
Plymouth ; steel windows and patent glazing, 
Williams and Williams, Ltd., Chester ; 
terrazzo flooring, South Western Flooring Co., 
Totnes ; solid-fuel cookers, Aga Heat, Ltd. ; 
kitchen equipment, Benham and Sons, Ltd., 
Bournemouth ;___ reconstructed stonework, 
Wharf Lane Concrete Co., Ltd., Ilminster ; 
facing bricks, Taunton Brick Co. ; woodblock 


Builders 
TECALEMIT, LTD. 


floor, Jewsons, Ltd., Plymouth; sanitary 
goods, Gardiner, Sons and Co., Ltd., Bristol; 
ironmongery, Gardiner Sons and Co., Ltd., 
Bristol ; asphalt, The Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Plymouth ; thermo- 
plastic tiles, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., 
Plymouth; roof lights, Mexboro, Ltd., 
Paignton; dome light, Pilkington Bros., 
Ltd., Bristol, 1; handrailing, Woodrow 
Metals, Ltd., Plymouth; radiator grilles, 
Edmund Metal Works, Ltd., Tavistock ; 
counter shutters, G. Brady and Co., Ltd., 
Manchester, 4; food lifts, Keighley Lifts, 
Ltd., Bristol, 1 ; paint, L. Berger and Co. 





View from south-east. 
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FACTORY CANTEEN, PLYMOUTH: Ground- and Sirst-floor plans. 
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LCC SCHOOL FURNITURE 
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An Encouraging Exhibition 


By BASIL MARRIOTT 


Ceres things continue to come from 
the livelier local authorities and 
particularly from the LCC, who recently 
held another exhibition, this time of 
domestically-produced furniture, at the 
County Hall. This is primarily for the 
new ‘‘ Comprehensive ’”’ schools. 


The approach is a development of 
“‘ carpenters’ and joiners’’’ as opposed 
to ‘‘ cabinet-makers’ ’’ furniture in some 
respects, being mass-produced to 
standards, sometimes consisting of carcas- 
sing built-in as the fabric -proceeds, 
subsequently adapted by variable “ in- 
filling ’’ to the needs of the class or other 
room. ‘There are, however, also some 
new developments in desks, chairs, tables 
and other “‘ portables.”’ 


I feel there are enormous possibilities 
in this, not only for schools: indeed, if 
one may be allowed to quote oneself 
without for a moment claiming the 
inspiration, I postulated it in a series of 
articles in this paper in 1952, under the 
title ‘‘The House That Fact Built,” 
suggesting that the subject of built-in 
furniture by contractors might profitably 
be re-examined, as part of the architectural 
design. 

A Furniture and Display Section of the 
LCC Architects’ Division has now done 
so most profitably, with the Chief Educa- 
tion Officer as “ client’? and the Chief 
Supply Officer as his technical adviser 
and Purchasing Officer, the furniture being 
made in the Council’s workshops. The 
designs are functional in meeting the 
predetermined anthropometrical require- 
ments of the age-group (11-16) concerned, 
fitness for purpose being also studied in 
such subjects as domestic science, history 
and geography, chemistry and so on, not 
forgetting the relevant teachers’ require- 
ments ; but they are also good to look at. 


In some cases, more aesthetic points 
are no doubt matters for subsequent 
refinement, but all pieces are at least 


decent and logical in design, and some 
handsome judged even by grown-up 
domestic standards. Mainly however, 
they are expressly for children, as has not 
hitherto always been the case with the 
commercial variety. 


The LCC have adopted a more purpose- 
made and consistent approach. The show 
is arranged in bays adequately suggesting 
purpose and context. The Housecraft one 
contains a metal-framed kneehole table 
with storage unit, primed to be finished 
to architect’s choice of colour. A “ pro- 
montory ’’ unit can be placed endways-on 
to the wall to provide mocked-up kitchen 
spaces. This fitting introduces an ingeni- 
ous handle design virtually standard 
throughout—a radiused, rectangular orifice 
with chamfered inner top edge as a finger- 
hold, into which an indicator card can be 


slid. 
A KNEEHOLE DESK 


The Classroom Bay contains desks 
which seem to answer this perennial 
problem: survey has established dimen- 
sions of general application by abandoning 
the tradition of book storage immediately 
beneath the writing flap. It thus becomes 
a kneehole desk, with trough at the back 
for books in current use, the individual 
child’s “stock”? being contained in 
corridor lockers. Chalkboards have 
apparently gone black again after various 
experiments: the LCC’s slide, in two 
leaves, in a beech frame. 'The teacher’s 
desk is en suite in beech and Lagos 
mahogany. 


An interesting experiment is lecture- 
room seating in preformed plywood, 
fixed to the stepped floors, with a hinged 
writing-flap. There is an admirable wall- 
bench-and-storage fitment on the “ build- 
in and build-up ”’ principle I mentioned. 


A lino-topped Teacher’s Desk is most 
enviable to office workers, having slung 
drawer units splayed for easy access, and 
ample kneehole. A lighted, dust-and- 
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A saucepan rack as used in handicraft 
rooms. 


stray-proof display case holds museum 
or geological specimens at the right height. 
There is a metal-framed chair and table 
adaptable for dining in sociable groups 
as well as classroom purposes, and a cup- 
board range of related units for general 
storage purposes. Neat adjustable library 
shelving follows a pointer devised, I 
believe, by one of the Hertfordshire 
school architects. 

I particularly liked the staff wardrobe 
locker in Makoré (some beautiful Empire 
timbers have been exploited) consisting 
of a framework enclosed by sliding- 
folding flash doors, with a slatted hat-shelf 
and metal drip-tray in the raised floor. 
Another dual-purpose table is specifically 
for geography or history maps and charts, 
but has ample cantilevered top-space for 
other things. 

Science benches, both for pupils and 
demonstrators, are necessarily solid and 
utilitarian, with Iroko tops and hinged 
wells for sinks, their storage units being of 


‘the three main types called for by the 


March of Modern Science—“ stinks ” 
to you: apropos that, a wire mesh gym-kit 
locker should remove that peculiar fungoid 
smell of athletic gear stored in closed 
lockers from school memories. 

The workmanship throughout is meticu- 
lous and honest, without frills. It is, 
and looks, ‘‘ out of the same stable’’ as 
the schools it is to equip, and consistency 
is half the battle in providing the design 
for working for the impressionable young. 
This exhibition is encouraging proof that 
we are at last getting down to the problem 
by design instead of mere adaptation. 





A general view of the exhibition. 


- Lecture-room seats. 
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THE JAPANESE GARDEN 


A Lecture at the Architectural Association 


A LECTURE on Japanese Gardens 
attracted a crowded meeting at the 
Architectural Association, 36, Bedford- 
square, WC1, on July 27. It was illustrated 
by the magic lantern with many beautiful 
coloured photographs. The lecturer was 
Mr. Akira Sato. Introducing him to the 
meeting, Mr. G. A. JELLICOE said that Mr. 
Sato was a graduate of a Japanese university. 
Before the war he had been invited by the 
Chinese Government to lay out the royal 
gardens. At the time of the war he had gone 
back to Japan, and was now employed by 
the government there. 


Mr. SaTo said that throughout about two 
thousand years Japanese culture had been 
affected in almost all directions by Chinese; 
but in the case of gardening this influence 
had not been strong. This was because in 
Chinese architecture and gardening a formal 
symmetrical kind of design had been pre- 
dominant, whereas it had always been the 
case that the Japanese were fond of nature 
and wished to reproduce natural landscape 
in their gardens. They made in those gardens 
artificial mountains, waterfalls, streams and 
ponds, and planted many trees. Neverthe- 
less nature as represdnted in a Japanese 
garden was not nature itself but a creative 
work produced by a process of spiritual re- 
finement within the human mind. The 
Japanese had always liked simplicity: a 
spirit of simplicity was expressed in their 
painting, architecture and landscape archi- 
tecture, and the Japanese garden, although 
originating from the Chinese garden of 
about a thousand years ago, had developed 
into another style. 


FOUR MAIN PERIODS 


In the history of Japanese gardening de- 
velopment, four periods were to be distin- 
guished. In the seventh century AD con- 
tinental Buddhism had been introduced into 
Japan by way of Korea. Culture advanced 
but there was no great development of 
gardening. About the end of the eighth cen- 
tury, after the removal of the capital from 
Nara to Kyoto, during the long and glorious 
Heian period, in the houses and gardens of 
noble and wealthy people there were com- 
bined Chinese and Japanese features. They 
were in the Shin-den-zukuri, i.e., lake and 
island style. The houses were arranged in 
a symmetrical way, and there was always a 
pond with an island in the garden. 


In the following Kamakura period, from 
the twelfth to the fourteenth century, the 
political centre was removed far east from 
Kyoto to Kamakura, but the art of garden- 
ing progressed in Kyoto bécause of the 
priests of the Zen sect of Buddhism, who 
were upholders of the fine arts and designers 
of gardens. Gardens at that period were 


of two types: there was the lake and garden 


type following the tradition of past cen- 
turies, and there was a smaller type without 
hill or pond. This was the so-called flat 
garden. 

From half-way through the sixteenth 
century to the beginning of the seventeenth 
there was the Momo-yama period. A new 
type of garden appeared. Ceremonial tea 
drinking had become a fashion, and tea 
houses and tea gardens were provided accord- 
ingly in great numbers. This tea-drinking 
cult was characterised above all by simplicity 
and tranquility, so the tea house was small 
and its surroundings were quiet and natural. 


In the tea garden there were to be found 
stepping stones, water basins, stone lanterns 
and fences arranged in a picturesque and 
orderly manner. These features were neces- 
sary for the cult. So were trees, such as 
were to be found in remote mountains. But 
flowering plants were not much used: flowers 
were only to be found in the tea house itself. 


After this period came the Edo period, 
lasting until the restoration of the Emperor 
in 1867. Then Tokugawa Jeyasa, First 
Shogun and Commander-in-Chief, removed 
the military capital from Kyoto to Yedo, 
now called Tokyo. Many feudal lords built 
mansions and laid out gardens in Tokyo, 
and there appeared a style, the so-called 
stroll garden. It was a synthesis of many 
kinds of old gardens. 


FOUNDED ON NATURE 


The Japanese style of gardening was 
founded on nature, but it was not a mere 
imitation. The designer’s object was to 
gather or crystallise the spirit or essence of 
nature in the little garden. Compared with 
Chinese landscape gardening, there was a 
great difference in the way of using stepping 
stones. In the Japanese garden these were 
picturesque but not decorative, whereas in 
the Chinese garden they were complicated 
and fantastic, owing to the influence of the 
philosophy of Taoism. It was sometimes 
said that there were strict rules in laying out 
a Japanese garden —that there were three 
grades, Shin, Gyo and So, ie. perfect and 
complete, intermediate style and small sketch 
style—but there were no such rules in any 
strict sense. The notion of these rules 
governing gardening had arisen because they 
governed Japanese penmanship and an old 
style of arranging flowers. To appreciate 
gardens in Japan you applied the same rules 
as in England or any other country. 

Mr. Sato said that a few days earlier he 
had visited Kew Gardens, his chief object 
in doing so being to see the pagoda, in which 
his interest had been aroused some 15 years 
ago when translating Chambers’s “ Disserta- 
tion on Oriental Gardening ” into Japanese. 
In this book Chambers said there were three 
kinds of scenery in the Chinese garden, i.e. 
the pleasing, the terrible and the enchanting. 
He (Mr. Sato) agreed with this view, and he 
had been lost in admiration when he saw 
Chambers’s pagoda. But he felt that it was 
not a genuine Chinese pagoda: it was a 
unique creative work in a somewhat Chinese 
style, harmonising with its surroundings. 
This feeling might be one of oriental senti- 
ment, but he thought it was universal, com- 
mon to the human mind; and members of 
his audience, if they saw a good Japanese 
garden, might experience a feeling similar 
to the one he had felt in Kew Gardens. It 
was the spirit of international landscape, on 
which Mr. Jellicoe had lectured at the Vienna 
Congress of the International Federation of 
Landscape Architects. 

THE PRESmENT, Mr. Peter Shepheard, 
thanked Mr. Sato on behalf of the assembly. 


HOUSING CONFERENCE 


The 1954 National Housing and Town 
Planning Conference and Exhibition is to 
take place at Scarborough from October 
27 to 29. Particulars from the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council, 42, 
Devonshire-street, Portland-place, W1. 
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CHURCHES AND TEMPLES 


NWANY of the architectural books pub- 
+ lished to-day in the United States 
appear to be addressed as much to the client 
as to the architect. Thus they often contain 
a good deal of fairly elementary matter of 
the introductory kind, particularly when the 
plan is to condemn “eclecticism” in pre- 
paration for a wholehearted advocacy of 
modernism. The present large, handsomely 
produced and expensive volume ™®* is of that 
kind. 

After an historical preface of some 28 
pages, the subject of church and temple 
design is dealt with in three main divisions— 
the Catholic Church, the Synagogue, and 
the Protestant Church. A few examples of 
historical buildings are illustrated by photo- 
graphs and plans in each section, but the 
bulk of the illustrations are of non-tradi- 
tional work. 

The value to be placed on this book will 
depend on the outlook of the reader—that 
is to say, whether or not he believes that 
the design of buildings for religious observ- 
ances can be successfully divorced from the 
past. If he believes that it can and should 
be, then he will no doubt derive benefit 
and satisfaction from the study of this work. 
Here are some scores of contemporary 
churches and temples, fully illustrated by 
plans and photographs and accompanied by 
descriptive notes. They display an extra- 
ordinary fecundity of inventiveness in plan 
shape and elevational treatment. Few, how- 
ever, have a distinctively religious atmo- 
sphere. 

Many of the interiors, in fact, have little 
to distinguish them from secular auditoria, 
while some of the exteriors might be those 
of schools, cinemas, or civic buildings. Most 
of the examples appear to be efficient 
enough in the planning arrangements, and 
nearly all have dignity, but whether that is 
enough for buildings of religious character 
must be. a matter of personal opinion. 
Furniture and fittings in great variety are 
illustrated and described, and the text 
generally is informative and practical. 

To judge from the contents of this book, 
the Americans have broken away almost 
completely from tradition in the design of 
church buildings, but they have not yet 
evolved a recognisable contemporary ecclesi- 
astical architecture comparable with that of 
the past. Perhaps only the building up of, 
and long familiarity with, a new tradition 
can do that. G. 5. EL. 


MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 


At the request of the European Council 
of the International Committee for Scientific 
Management (CECIOS), the British Institute 
of Management has undertaken to organise a 
European Management Conference this 
autumn. This will take place at Torquay on 
October 20 to 23, next. The theme of the 
Conference is “The Contribution of 
Management to European Prosperity.” Its 
object is to provide a forum of senior 
managers from European countries to ex- 
change views and experiences on different 
problems of management. Special attention 
will be paid to education and training for 
management and a series of five sessions is 
being planned to cover this field. 





* CHURCHES AND TEMPLES. By Paul Thiry, 
Richard M. Bennett and Henry L. Kamp- 
hoefner. Reinold Publishing Corporation, 
New York, USA, (London: Chapman 
and Hall.) Price £7 4s. net. 
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OBITUARY 
Sir Herbert Williams, MP 


[THE sand and gravel industry of this 
country, which is the largest extractive 
industry after coal, owes a very great debt 
to Sir Herbert Williams, Bart., MSc, MEng., 
AMICE, MP, whose death occurred on 
July 25. His intimate knowledge of Parlia- 
mentary procedure, coupled with his 
balanced judgment and wise counsel, were 
invaluable, writes a correspondent, to the 
Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Association, 
of which he became presidenf in 1939. 

Although not engaged in the industry, he 
had a quick and ready understanding of its 
problems, and was always ready to advise 
on the many Bills, Acts of Parliament and 
Regulations which affected the industry. 

He took part, several years before becom- 
ing president, in the efforts for which the 
association was originally founded, that is, 
to stop the doubtful practices in the indus- 
try, which resulted in the passing of the 
Weights and Measures Act of 1936, and the 
legalising of the cubic yard as a standard 
measure. 

He helped to arrange the association’s 
approach to the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union and the National Union of 
General and Municipal Workers, which cul- 
minated in the industry’s wages agreement of 
1941. 

In later years his assistance included action 
concerning the Town and Country Planning 
Acts, the industry’s taxation problems, and, 
more recently, the Mines and Quarries Bill. 

His untiring work in many spheres, and 
the respect and affection with which he was 
universally regarded, which is shown by the 
many messages of tribute the association has 
received, will make his replacement as presi- 
dent extremely difficult. 


C. E. Woodger, AMICE 


WE REGRET to report the recent death, at 
the age of 58, of Mr. Charles Edward Wood- 
ger, BSc. (Eng.) London, AMICE, MIMun.E, 
Deputy Borough Engineer and Surveyor to 
the Borough of Harrow. 

Before his appointment in June, 1944, Mr. 
Woodger had served for a period of five 
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years as chief engineering assistant with the 
Croydon CBC, and had previously held ap- 
pointments with the Devon and Bucks CCs, 
Southend CC, Guildford BC and Eastbourne 
CBC. In all, his municipal service extended 
over the past 30 years. 


G. C. Oldham, LRIBA 


THE death is reported from Gisbourne, 
New Zealand, of Mr. George Clifford 
Oldham, LRIBA, ANZIA. 


RIBA 


The Full List of Council 


PPPHE full membership of the Council of 

the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects for the session 1954-55 is given below. 
A list of newly elected members and of those 
who failed to secure election was given in our 
issue of June 18. 


President: C. H. Aslin, CBE (Hertford). 

Past-Presidents: Sir Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, 
SADG, and Sir Percy Thomas, OBE, LID, DL, JP, 
MTPI (Cardiff). 

Vice-Presidents: E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, 
ARICS; S. Rowland Pierce; F. Charles Saxon, MC, 
FRICS (Chester) (Chairman of the Allied Societies’ 
Conference); and Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA. 

Honorary Secretary: Kenneth M. B. Cross, MA. 

Honorary Treasurer: Thomas E. Scott, CBE. 


Members of Council: Professor Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie, MA, DLit, FSA, MTPI (Aston Tirrold); 
Hubert Bennett (Wetherby); Dr. Ronald Bradbury, 
BA(Arch), MSc, AMTPI (Liverpool); The Hon. 
Lionel G. B. Brett, MA (Watlington, Oxford): Sir 
Hugh Casson, MA; J. Murray Easton; A. G. Shep- 
pard Fidler, MA, BArch, AMTPI (Birmingham); 
Professor R. J. Gardner-Medwin, BArch, MTPI 
(Liverpool); Frederick Gibberd, CBE, MTPI; Pro- 
fessor Sir William Holford, MA, MTPI; Leonard C. 
Howitt, BArch, MTPI (Manchester); Dr John Leslie 
Martin, MA; S. Rowland Pierce; Richard H. 
Sheppard; Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA; C. G. 
Stillman; Ralph Tubbs, OBE; F. R. S. Yorke. 

Associate Members of Council: W. A. Allen, 
BArch (Garston); G. Grenfell Baines, AMTPI 
(Preston); Eric Bedford, CVO; D. E. E. Gibson, CBE, 
MA, AMTPI (Coventry); P. E. A. Johnson-Marshall, 
AMTPI; S. A. W Johnson-Marshall, CBE, BArch; 
Professor R. H. Matthew, CBE (Humbie, East 
Lothian); Peter F. Shepheard, BArch, AMTPI; J. 
Lewis Womersley, AMTPI (Sheffield). 

Licentiate Members of Council: Bernard H. Cox, 
FRICS; S. Vincent Goodman (Bedford); Gwyn H. 
Morris (Coventry). 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIED SOCIETIES 

(1) Six Representatives from the Northern Province 
of England: Professor W. B. Edwards, MA, BArch, 
MTPI (F) Northern Architectural Association); G. B. 
Howcroft, MC, MA (F) (Manchester Society of Archi- 
tects); W. H. Glen Dobie, TD (A) (Liverpool Archi- 
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tectural Society); Allanson Hick (F) (York and East 
Yorkshire Architectural Society); Norman H. Fowler 
(F) (West Yorkshire Society of Architects); H. A. 
Hickson (F) (Sheffield, South Yorkshire and District 
Society of Architects and Surveyors). 

(2) Five Representatives from the Midland Provinces 
of England: S. T. Walker, MA (F) (Birmingham and 
Five Counties Architectural Association); C. C. Ogden 
(F) (Leicestershire and Rutland Society of Architects); 
H. D. Williams (A) (Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire 
and Huntingdonshire Association of Architects); F. 
Hamer Crossley (F) (Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln 
Society of Architects); B. W. J. Olley (A) (East 
Anglian Society of Architects). 

(3) Six Representatives from the Southern Province 
of England: J. Vyvyan Salisbury (F) (Devon and Corn- 
wall Society of Architects); Robert J. Potter (F) 
(Wessex Federal Society of Architects); David Booth 
(F) (Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Associa- 
tion); J. B. Brandt, MTPI (F) (Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight Architectural Association); Harold Mileson 
(F) (Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire Society of 
Architects); Graham Crump, JP (F) (South-Eastern 
Society of Architects). 

(4) Four Representatives of Allied Societies in Scot- 
land: nominated by the Council of the Royal Incor- 
poration of Architects in Scotland: Thomas S. Cor- 
diner (F) (Glasgow); W A. P. Jack (F) (Glasgow); 
L. Grahame MacDougall, RSA, FSA(Scot.) (F) 
(Edinburgh); T. W. Marwick, FSA(Scot.) (F) (Edin- 
burgh). 

(5) One Representative of Allied Societies in Wales: 
L. R. Gower (F) (South Wales Institute of Architects). 

(6) Two Representatives of Allied Societies in 
Ireland: Liam P. Tierney, BArch (A) (Royal Institute 
of the Architects of Ireland); R. S. Wilshere, MC, 
FRICS (F) (Royal Society of Ulster Architects). 


OVERSEAS REPRESENTATIVES 

Representatives of Societies in Alliance with the 
Royal Institute Overseas: R. Schofield Morris, BArch, 
FRAIC (F) (The Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada); Thomas E. Scott, CBE (F) (Representative in 
the United Kingdom); (To be appointed) (The Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects); A. Graham Hen- 
derson, RSA (F) (Representative in the United 
Kingdom); Jack Ian King (F) (New Zealand Institute 
of Architects); R. H. Uren (F) (Representative in the 
United Kingdom); J. N. Cowin. BArch (A) (The 
Institute of South African Architects); Michael T. 
Waterhouse, CBE, (F) (Representative in the 
United Kingdom); M. K. Jadhav (F) (The Indian 
Institute of Architects); Stuart Bentley, AMTPI (F) 
(Representative in the United Kingdom). 

Representative of the Architectural Association 
(London): Bryan P. Westwood (F). 

Representative of the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians: Kenneth J. Campbell (A). 

Chairman of the Board of Architectural Education: 
P. G. Freeman, BArch, MFA (F). 

Chairman of the RIBA Registration Committee: 
Howard V. Lobb, CBE (F). 

Two Representatives of the RIBA Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee: Dr. F. F. C. Curtis; 
(A); F. G Southgate (A). 


WEST SUFFOLK PLAN APPROVED 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for West Suffolk. 








NEW CAR PARKING SYSTEM.—A mechanical system of car parking which saves space by parking vehicles bumper to bumper 
was recently demonstrated in London. Mr. H. C. Trench, the inventor of this Cap system, as it is called, claims that by his method 
260 cars to an acre can be accommodated—an increase of 40 per cent. over normal parking methods. The Cap system involves moving 
cars into position by means of hydraulically controlled platforms or dollies (shown in right-hand photograph) on to which each car is 
driven upon entering the garage. The system is planned for one-way operation, so there is no need for the turning or manoeuvring 
of vehicles; A car can be parked within 12 seconds of being driven on to the platform. Any car can be taken out without moving other 
vehicles; the attendant merely moves the appropriate switch and the car is automatically brought away from its parking position to an 
area reserved for driving the car in and out. In the event of damage to the hydraulic installation, cars can be pushed out from their 
parked position by hand, as is shown in the other photograph above. 
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Architect : George Whitby, M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A. . 
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FINE BUILDINGS 


Everywhere these days you can see really fine 
buildings—attractively designed and really well 
built. Such a building is illustrated below— 
“Four Gables’? at Bure Lane, Friars Cliff, 
Christchurch, Hants. 


Architect: P. H. Rose, A.R.I.B.A., A.R.I.CS., 
Chartered Architect and Surveyor. 
Matthews & Rose, Priory Chambers, 
6, Church Street, Christchurch, Hants. 


Builders: Messrs. Taylor & Son, 104, Bargates, 
Christchurch, Hants. 


... and of course, with FINLOCK GUTTERS— 
chosen from the viewpoint of efficiency, attractive 
appearance and economy. Modern Architects 
specify FINLOCK—there are so many reasons 
for doing so. 





FINLOCK 
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Free assistance available on 
any site. 


We take off quantities and are 
completely responsible for 
seeing that correct goods 
arrive on site at stated time. 


Our transport covers the 
British Isles with a 24-hour 
service. 








CONCRETE 
GUTTERS 
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Head Office: FINLOCK HOUSE, 25, FRANT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT. 
WE DELIVER TO ALL PARTS OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES AND 
Edinburgh, Scotland; Cwmbran, S. Wales; 


FINLOCK GUTTERS, LIMITED 


Tunbridge Wells 3396-9 
N. IRELAND. Works at: Crewkerne, Somerset; Léeds, Yorks; 
Royston, Herts.; Tunbridge Wells, Kent; Belfast, N. Ireland; Wakefield, Yorks. 
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HOUSING CENTRE CONFERENCE 


Private Enterprise and the New Housing Policy 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASPECT 


* CAN private enterprise help local 

authorities to carry out the new hous- 
ing policy?” was the question posed at the 
fourth session of the conference, over which 
Mr. John W. Laing, CBE, presided. In pre- 
senting the architectural aspect, Mr. CLIF- 
FORD CULPIN, FRIBA, spoke of private en- 
terprise housing of the past. 

“It would not be unfair,” he said, “to 
say that the outlook on housing of the 
architectural profession and that of the pri- 
vate enterprise builder have been, save for 
a few exceptional cases, widely different if 
not diametrically opposed. In the main, 
the employment of architects for housing 
work (either by salaried engagement or by 
commission) has been by public authorities, 
and the objects of housing authorities have 
differed substantially from those of the pri- 
vate house-builder. Obviously, some aims 
they have had in common—to provide habit- 
able dwellings that conform with the by- 
laws, that will not fall down or let in water— 
and usually both public and private enter- 
prise have desired to get as many houses 
as possible on the site; but beyond that 
different requirements had to be met. The 
builder generally aimed to put up houses to 
a familiar tried pattern, with each house 
individually attracting interest (often, in fact, 
clamouring for notice) to the detriment of 
the general picture. Local authority work, 
on the other hand, and particularly where 
a competent housing architect was employed, 
treated a piece of housing development as an 
entity, fitting in the houses as elements in 
the general composition.” 

Mr. Culpin went on to consider the con- 
ventional type of layout and by means of the 
accompanying illustrations showed four ways 
in which an imaginary site might have been 
developed at different times during the past 
25 years. 

Turning to the subject of house planning 
he continued:— 


HOUSE PLANNING 


As the post-war years have passed the 
various Ministries who have been responsible 
for local authority housing have found it 
necessary, in order to combat the steady rise 
in the costs of building, to reduce the per- 
mitted standards of house sizes. The net 
area (after deducting stores) of a three-bed- 
room house has fallen from about 935 to 
835 sq. ft. or even less, and though room-sizes 
have generally been maintained at the original 
standards, circulation space, the element in 
a plan that makes it work, that makes the 
house an efficient “ machine-for-living,” has 
been drastically cut. Dining rooms and sit- 
ting rooms as additional to the living room 
have largely disappeared. Many subterfuges 
have been introduced into officially sponsored 
plans: living rooms that also serve as “ pas- 
sages,” staircase halls in which the tenant 
is supposed to eat, entrance lobbies so small 
that only two people could with great diffi- 
culty squeeze themselves into them, and, of 
course, that abomination, the internal store. 

Consideration of the internal store is 
wrapped up with the big question of access 
through or around houses from the road to 
the back garden. Detached or _ semi- 
detached dwellings present no difficulty and 
this factor has been mainly responsible for 
private enterprise developing almost exclu- 


sively in “pairs.” However, as one of the 
pleas of this paper has been to urge the 
adoption of longer blocks, solutions of 
the access problem must be offered. If there 
is a private garage the access can obviously 
be planned in conjunction with it, but if 
there is none then what alternatives are 
open? One solution is to make access to 
the rear unnecessary by planning the ser- 
vice entrance, as well as the main entrance, 
on the front elevation. This idea may at 
first horrify the speculative builder, yet many 
town houses have it, and where the arrange- 
ment has been adopted in recent work 
tenants’ objections have been very few. 
With this type of plan cycles and garden 
manure have still to be dealt with, and this 
can be arranged by means of intelligently 
arranged footpaths at the bottom of the 
gardens. 


Another arrangement of access is by the 
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introduction of a private through-way within 
the enclosing walls of the house; but this 


entails a very wide-fronted house with 
additional expenses on land, roads and 
sewers. 


The much-maligned common access pas- 
sage if intelligently planned can provide the 
solution. This was the traditional way of 
getting through to the garden or yard. In 
its larger forms carts could pass through, 
as in the old inns, and the pedestrian ones 
often had doors and windows in the sides 
of them, as we can see for instance at 
Tewkesbury; but in either case the access 
way had some architectural significance and 
little resemblance to the long, narrow, 
noisy and gravel-floored “ tunnels” of many 
inter-war terraced houses. Planning 
ingenuity can shorten the passage, and by 
treating it properly, instead of trying to 
ignore it as something of which the architect 
should be ashamed, we can make it look 
satisfactory and provide the simplest and 
logical answer to the access question. Stores 
can then be built where they belong—in the 
garden, and the nonsense of putting them 
inside the house (often so arranged that 





1.. (Left) Corridor streets. Many trees have been sacrificed. 2. (Right) First attempts 
to relieve monotony. 





Road bays and “banjo”? culs-de-sac have been introduced. 




















3. (Left) This layout shows a tremendous improvement on (2). Vistas are closed, 

culs-de-sac have architectural shape and interesting “spaces” are formed. All the 

trees have been retained. 4. (Right) A further advance. The whole layout consists 
of a series of connected spaces, each reasonably complete in itself. 
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cycles and the lawn-mower, spades, forks, 
rakes and the fertiliser have to be carried 
through the kitchen, or so planned as store- 
cum-access that there is no storage space and 


access is well-nigh impossible) can be 
avoided. 
ORIENTATION 
Orientation, the most important single 


factor guiding an architect when he is plan- 
ning a house, was almost entirely ignored 
by the speculative builder operating between 
the wars. If on one side of a street principal 
rooms faced south and the larder was on 
the north, one could be certain that in the 
houses opposite, the front rooms had a 
gloomy outlook while their larders basked 
in the full blaze of noon-day sun. Given 
a choice, most architects would choose a north 
or east aspect sight and plan the living-rooms 
on the back of the house to enjoy the sun- 
shine and overlook the garden. Surely 
private enterprise developers can learn to 
take into account this basic, primary factor. 

Planning to narrow frontages for economy 
in roads, etc., again calls for skill, although 
the “Builders Universal Plan” does have 
the merit of narrow frontage. Many builders 
claimed that this plan suited the purchaser's 
way of life and so was more acceptable to 
him than any strange plan by an architect. 
Is it not more likely that the occupier’s way 
of living was ordered to fit the house? Did 
not the cramped habit of feeding in a tiny 
“kitchenette” and keeping the “reception 
rooms’ under-used, come from the house 
which the family, like all their friends and 
neighbours, lived in? 

It is astonishing that even those builders 
who put the best workmanship and materials 
into the houses they built to sell should 
economise so parsimoniously over the cost 
of their plans. Jf a manufacturer intends 
to mass-produce an article he spends much 
time and money in perfecting his design 
before it is turned out in thousands. Yet 
while an architect may be paid, say, two 
hundred pounds for designing one house for 
a private client, the five hundred houses built 
near by are all built from one poor plan 
produced for a few guineas, by, perhaps, 
the local building inspector! If the large- 
scale developer must mass produce, let his 
plan be the best that professional skill can 
_ devise; but better still let him produce a 

group of dwellings where the different situa- 
tion of the different houses has resulted, 
rightly, in different planning and outward 
form. Why should council tenants have all 
the best homes and the private purchaser 
be left with the rubbish? 


EXTERNAL APPEARANCE 


The architectural purist will probably say 
that external appearance should derive from 
the plan, but this is only true in part. If 
it were entirely true we might see more 
simple, honest architecture. Undoubtedly 
the most visually satisfactory domestic archi- 
tecture is that which follows a simpie 
traditional form, honestly expressing the 
materials used and not pretending to be 
Tudor, or Georgian, or wearing a “Con- 
temporary” garb. Osbert Lancaster has 
crystallised for us the follies of “ Stock- 
brokers Tudor” and “ By-pass Variegated.” 
Perhaps one day he will give us Contem- 
porary Comical and New Town Naughty! 
Let the seeker after architectural inspiration 
for private enterprise development be very 
chary of adopting some of the tricks and 
fashionable clichés which are being employed 
in the less successful work in the New 
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Towns, for it will most certainly be “ dated ” 
long before the landscaping has become 
established. The current vogue for ignor- 
ing fenestration and relying on a patch of 
rendering to bind together a group of ill- 
assorted and badly placed windows arises 
from drawing-board slickness and some lack 
of contact with traditional English building. 
New materials and methods we should of 
course use, for nothing stands still, but we 
should make these serve us and not master 
us. Our simple cottages, unlike the Big 
House, took in any period a_ pleasant, 
friendly form and, moreover, had _ the 
supreme quality of modesty. Now that 
building is so dear and we have no money 
to spend on features we can, by the exercise 
of good taste, create houses which have 
modesty and quiet charm and where each 
house, instead of calling attention to itself. 
fits with neighbourliness into the general 
picture. 

Houses were built to sell at Letchworth 
and Welwyn and other estates all over the 
country influenced by the garden city move- 
ment. Even in the earlier schemes some 
attempt was made to relate layout and 
house-design. Private enterprise now has 
another opportunity to build houses in large 
numbers for sale. Let us hope that the 
developer, instead of carrying on from where 
he left off at the outbreak of the last war, 
will have the courage to profit by all the 
experiments made, the failures and successes 
of public enterprise, and will have the wis- 
dom to secure competent professional guid- 
ance. Then there may be built houses which 
not only swell the statistical tables but are 
a worthy acquisition to our country, and 
development achieved where layout, house- 
design, landscaping and the many smaller but 
important contributory elements are all 
integrated into one satisfying whole. 


THE CONTRACTOR'S 
VIEWPOINT 


O-DAY, housing was an extremely im- 

portant social and political factor, 

said Mr. NoRMAN WaAtEs, when he gave the 

contractor’s viewpoint on the question 

“Can private enterprise help local authori- 
ties to carry out the new housing policy? ” 

“Ever since the war,” he said, “it has 
been considered essential to maintain hous- 
ing production at, or more than, the maxi- 
mum capacity of the industry, and, so far 
as I can see, this policy will be continued. 

“Since costs are not paralleled by ability 
to pay, production will continue to be 
maintained by means of quite enormous 
subsidies. 

“Tf it be accepted that politically and 
socially production must be maintained at 
its present level, then, if we are realistic, I 
think we must recognise that no substantial 
fall in cost can be expected. Indeed, we 
shall do very well if we can arrest the ten- 
dency for costs to rise 5 per cent. annually, 
as they have been doing each year since the 
war. I believe private enterprise will make 
great economies, but for reasons I shall out- 
line later, I do not think the scale of private 
housing will be sufficiently wide to lower 
average costs substantially.” The following 
extracts are taken from his subsequent re- 
marks: 

What are the chances of economic 
harmony being restored? Can this be done? 

In the nineteenth century, when goods and 
services of any kind got beyond the capacity 
of people to pay, buying stopped. There was 
a pause, and prices adjusted themselves down 
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to a level the buyer could afford, and produ. 
tion went ahead again. 

A house of £1,800 to £2,000 means to the 
purchaser outgoings of £3 to £4 per week, 
and the number of people able to meet such 
expenses is comparatively limited. 

Ideally it should be possible to house a 
man for about twice his annual income, as 
was done before the war. To-day in Eng- 
land even council houses cost about four or 
five times the annual earnings of* their occu- 
pants. 

So, if the attempt were made to house 
everybody under free market conditions, 
there would very soon be a reduction in 
volume. 


SUBSIDY FOR HOME BUYERS 


This is a situation which I cannot believe 
any government can allow, and if it remains 
the policy to engineer a greater proportion 
of owner-occupied homes than at present, 
then the Government must face up to a 
subsidy for home buyers, or maintain a large 
volume of local authority housing. 

To make house purchase economic at pre- 
sent costs, I should say that the subsidy 
figure should be around £400. This is much 
less than half the present local and central 
Government subsidies to council tenants, and 
a considerable overall saving could be made 
if such a subsidy were given. 

There is, of course, no indication what- 
ever that this or any possible alternative 
Government is even considering the subsidy 
to potential house owners. Consequently 
in any consideration of the réle of private 
enterprise from this time onwards we must 
assume that house purchase will be confined 
to those whose incomes enable them to meet 
rental equivalents of £3 or £4 per week and 
upwards. 

If that be so, then the characteristic of 
this next phase of private enterprise housing 
will be quite different both in type and 
volume from that which we knew in the 
1930s. 

I do not think there are any statistics of 
average selling prices before the war, but 
taking the country as a whole, I should say 
that it would be accurate to put the average 
at around £650 freehold, with perhaps, 75 
per cent. of the total selling at £600 or under. 

If that be agreed, then it is obvious that 
most of the houses built in the 30’s were to 
serve the needs of what might be termed the 
“regular wage packet” lower income 
groups. 

As I have tried to show in the foregoing, 
my thought is that in this next phase, owner- 
ship of new homes will, for economic 
reasons, be confined to those of the middle 
income groups. 

In the task of producing homes for this 
class of ownership, the house building indus- 


try cannot draw much benefit from the ex-. 


perience gained in the field of public housing 
during the past eight years. Although the 
post-war housing programme started off full 
of hope that vast improvements would be 
made, broadly speaking, the outcome has 
been that due to national economic difficul- 
ties emphasis has had to be placed on the 
utmost economy in construction. 

Thus the municipal house of 1954 is by no 
means 15 years ahead of its 1939 counterpart, 
either in planning or equipment. 

Another point, of course, is that post-war 
housing has been overwhelmingly concerned 
with the provision of working-class homes. 
No doubt this was right from the standpoint 
of social justice, and, anyhow, politically it 
was inevitable. 

However, these circumstances have had a 
stultifying effect upon experiments in “ liv- 
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ing’ because those who could afford to do 
so have been prevented from making 
practical experiments. 

It is a platitude to say that the luxury of 
to-day is a necessity of to-morrow, but it is 
nevertheless true. The motor-car, telephone, 
radio, television, refrigerator, and so on, are 
all examples and proofs. 

Taxation, and social changes, and the 
almost complete disappearance of the ser- 
vant, have reduced the range of standards 
of living to the point where the wage earner 
and the executive have practically the same 
problems and the same way of life in the 
home. 

There is, therefore, good hope that if, for 
the first time since the war, what is perhaps 
the more intelligent, more enterprising and 
certainly better off section of the community 
is now going to have an opportunity of 
housing itself, then, along no doubt with a 
good many failures, will come new ideas 
which will benefit housing design for all sec- 
tions of the community. 

The situation offers great opportunity for 
the architect working in partnership with the 
house-builder. This is a matter that interests 
me greatly. 

A successful partnership of this sort holds 
great prospects, not only for architects and 
builders, but, much more importantly, for 
the community as a whole. 


THE “IDEAL HOME” 

Most people’s idea of the “ ideal home ” is 
still very much where it was in the 30’s, and 
none of the work of the more advanced 
architectural school really “ clicks ” with the 
average man. I think in England we have 
yet to devise a style in small houses which 
will meet the desires of those who occupy 
them and at the same time satisfy good 
standards of design. 

Nevertheless, those of us who are aware 
of the problem must do what we can to 
bring about the desired change, and hope 
that people will react favourably to our 
efforts. 

That there is indeed hope is backed by 
two reflections. One is that the British pub- 
lic, although largely untrained, has a great 
hunger for good design, as, for example, was 
proved by the vast queues for the “ Britain 
Can Make It” exhibition. Another en- 
couraging thought is that in other countries 
house building has_ successfully passed 
through a very similar design phase to that 
which we are in now, and in some places has 
reached the happy stage where good design 
pays dividends. 

This problem of design is a challenge to 
all of us who are concerned with house 
building, and we must meet it successfully. 

Architects and builders must work 
together, and, to make a success of it, the 
association must be profitable to both. That 
it can be so I am certain. I know of one 
relatively small American firm of architects 
which has an annual gross income of over a 
million dollars solely from small house de- 
signs. That is accomplished because the 
architects referred to have made a study of 
what the ordinary home biyer wants, and 
successfully give it to him in an architec- 
turally seemly way. 

The result is that the American builder 
who, like his British counterpart, wants to 
sell his product easily and profitably, beats a 
path to the architect’s door, to their mutual 
satisfaction. 

To raise architectural standards in post- 
1954 housing, the first essential is that the 
architect shall have services to sell which 
the house buyer will recognise as worth pay- 
ing for. Such services will be possible only 
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after a thorough study and understanding of 
the buyer’s needs. 

Due to the great number of local authority 
houses built since 1946, there must have been 
a large increase in the numbers of architects 
skilled and interested in housing. My hope 
is that they will recognise that a good and 
profitable market can exist in private enter- 
prise housing, but, I repeat, they must have 
something to sell that is of value to the per- 
son who really matters—the buyer. 

lanning and other regulations have not 
diminished in number or difficulty: on the 
contrary: and the builder has less hope than 
he ever had of threading his way through 
them without skilled architectural services. 
He must employ an architect, and the hope is 
that he will find a good one. 

The circumstances are thus quite pro- 
pitious for a partnership between architects 
and builders in the service of the home-buy- 
ing public. If this can be accomplished 
there is great hope that we shall all get more 
satisfaction from post-1954 house building 
than we do when looking back on the pre- 
war era. 

I have spoken of a “ partnership ” between 
architects and builders, and that is what it 
must be. Good “architecture” cannot be 
imposed on an unwilling buyer, regardless of 
expense or the buyer’s acceptance. On the 
important matter of cost, the builder can be 
of great help to the architect, as he can, in 
addition, in conveying to him the require- 
ments of the buyer. It is for the architect 
to provide for the builder solutions of the 
design problem in an economical, attractive, 
and seemly manner, and in a way which 
appeals to the buyer. This service is well 
worth paying for, and the point I want to 
emphasise is that this new phase can pro- 
vide an attractive opportunity for the archi- 
tect and confer a great national benefit. 


Discussion 


In opening the discussion, Mr. GEORGE 
GRENFELL BAINES said the proceedings of 
the conference so far had reminded them of 
the seriousness and enormity of the housing 
problem, but what was the most immediate 
problem? He thought the answer was 
design; for good design not only benefitted 
the architect, but benefitted the builder, 
society and future generations. Between the 
wars only about 5 per cent. of the houses 
built had been designed by architects, since 
the war the level of taste had gone up and 
this was largely due to the work of the 
Housing Committee Trust. He was very 
glad Mr. Wates had referred to the work 
of the National House-Builders Registration 
Council. One of the best things they did was 
to send inspectors round their own members 
to see they were building to the standards 
laid down. Referring to the question posed 
in the title of the paper, Mr. Baines said he 
was sure private enterprise could be of 
great help to local authorities by taking 
some of the pressure off them. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. WETHERILL, joint manag- 
ing director of the Hastings and Thanet Build- 
ing Society, said he wanted the audience to 
know that building societies were very in- 
terested in good building, and by that he 
meant not only good design and good layout 
but also internal planning. Women still had 
a great deal to complain about with regard 
internal planning. He was very much in 
favour of greater co-operation between 
architects and builders but it was not clear 
whether builders were going to approach 
architects or architects were going to 
approach builders. 
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Mr. GeorGE REED, vice-president of the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders, 
referring to jerry-building, said he thought the 
exception had been taken by the politician 
and taken as the rule. The houses of this 
country were not to be critised compared 
with those of other countries. It was not 
fair to compare houses built 25 years ago 
with those of modern design any more than 
it was to compare cars or women’s hats of 
similar periods. 

An idea put forward by Mr. GILBERT 
JENKINS, aS a means of reducing costs, was 
to do away with balconies in flats and, instead 
incorporate the space within the building 
and fit windows which could be opened for 
the whole of their length. Such windows 
could be closed in winter and opened wide 
in the summer. 

A vote of thanks to the two speakers was 
proposed by Miss Judith Ledeboer, chair- 
man, Housing Centre Committee. 

»*, Earlier sessions of the Conference were reported 
in our last issue.—Ep. 


LAW REPORT 


Appeal Against Conviction for Breach 
of Building Regulations Dismissed 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 


BEFORE THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE AND 
JUSTICES CASSELS AND SLADE. 


REGINA vy. G. BALL AND SONS, LTD. 


HE question whether a flat roof was a 

“ working place” within the meaning 

of the Building Regulations was decided by 

the Queen’s Bench Divisional Court on 

July 26, when they dismissed an appeal by 

George Ball and Sons, Ltd., building con- 

tractors, of Portland-street, Southport, 

Lancashire, against a conviction, by South- 

port magistrates, for breach of the regula- 
tion. The company had been fined £15. 


According to the case stated by the 
magistrates, Messrs. Ball and Sons on 
November 19, 1953, were carrying out 
building operations on a new building 
belonging to A. Holland, Ltd., at Virginia- 
street, Southport. Workmen were laying 
a granolithic top surface on the third storey 
over which a roof was likely to be built 
later. 


While working there a man named Robert 
Hardy slipped and fell over the edge of the 
surface to the ground 40 ft. below. He was 
fatally injured. 

The magistrates held that it was a “ work- 
ing place” within the meaning of the regu- 
lations and that the builders were in breach 
of Regulation 24 which required the erection 
of guard rails and toe boards round the edge. 


For the company it was contended that 
the surface was a roof, to which this regula- 
tion did not apply. 

In his judgment, the Lord Chief Justice 
(Lord Goddard) said he could not agree that 
this was not a working place. The regula- 
tion was designed to protect workmen from 
falling and passers-by down below from 
being struck by falling objects. He could not 
see why the words “ working place ” should 
not be given the ordinary meaning of the 
English language, a place where work was 
being done. 

This accident, he said, showed there 
should have been guard rails round the edge 
of the building. The appeal failed. 

Mr. Justice Cassels and Mr. Justice Slade 
agreed that the appeal be dismissed, with 
costs. 
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TWO NEW ACTS OF 
PARLIAMENT 


Changes Affecting Enforcement of 
Contracts and Actions Against Public 
Authorities 


By a Legal Correspondent 


[PORTANT changes in the law relat- 
ing to the enforcement of contracts, 
actions in respect of personal injuries, and 
actions against public authorities have been 
made by two new statutes—the Law Re- 
form (Enforcement of Contracts) Act, 1954, 
and the Law Reform (Limitation of Actions, 
etc.) Act, 1954. The effect of this new legis- 
lation may be summarised as follows: 


1. Section 4 of the Sale of Goods Act, 
1893 (which imposed restrictions on the en- 
forcement of contracts for the sale of goods 
unless evidenced in writing) has been re- 
pealed. Similar restrictions on certain other 
classes of contract have also been repealed. 


2. The Public Authorities Protection Act, 
1893, and section 21 of the Limitation Act, 
1939 (which protected public authorities 
against certain legal proceedings) have been 
repealed. The special periods of limitation 
for some of the newer public corporations, 
e.g. the new town corporations, have also 
been repealed. 


3. The period within which actions may 
be brought for damages for death or 
personal jnjuries is now fixed at three years. 


ENFORCEMENT OF CONTRACTS 


Ever since 1677, when Parliament passed 
the Statute of Frauds, it has been the rule 
that certain classes of contract—notably con- 
tracts for the sale of goods above a certain 
value and contracts for the sale of land— 
could not be forced by action in the courts 
unless they had previously been evidenced in 
writing or something had been done in part 
performance. The provisions as to contracts 
for the sale of goods and for the sale of land 
had been re-enacted in section 4 of the Sale 
of Goods Act, 1893, and section 40 of the 
Law of Property Act, 1925, respectively, but 
as regards the other types of contract con- 
cerned the Act of 1677 has remained on the 
Statute Book as originally enacted save for 
minor amendments. In 1937, however, the 
Law Revision Committee recommended that 
these rules should be repealed except in the 
case of contracts for the sale of land which 
were outside the Committee’s terms of refer- 
ence. The Committee pointed out that the 
rules relating to evidence had changed so 
much since 1677 that there was no longer 
any need for these special rules. 


The new Law Reform (Enforcement of 
Contracts) Act, goes a long way towards 
implementing the recommendations of the 
Law Revision Committee. As a result of 
the new Act, it will no longer be necessary, 
in the absence of part performance, to pro- 
duce written evidence in order to enforce 
contracts for the sale of goods, contracts 
not to be performed within one year of the 
making thereof and certain other classes of 
contract which are hardly of interest here. 


The new Act does not, however, repeal the 
requirements of the Statute of Frauds with 
regard to contracts of guarantee, which must 
continue to be evidenced in writing. Nor 
does it affect contracts for the sale of land 
which continue to be governed by section 40 
of the Law of Property Act, 1925. 


The Public Authorities Protection Act, 
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1893, as amended by section 21 of the Limi- 
tation Act, 1939, provided that actions 
against public authorities and their servants 
could not be brought after a lapse of twelve 
months if they related to “any act done in 
pursuance, or execution or intended execu- 
tion of any Act of Parliament or of any 
public duty or authority, or in respect of any 
neglect or default in the execution of any 
such Act, duty or authority.” There were, 
moreover, provisions designed to penalise in 
costs anyone who unsuccessfully brought 
an action against a public authority in res- 
pect of the matters covered by the Act, 
and in certain circumstances even the success- 
ful litigant might have to pay the authority’s 
costs. 

The object of the Act was to protect the 
acts of public officials from challenge in the 
courts, but in practice it has been applied 
on a wider scale than would appear to have 
been the intention when the Act was passed; 
to quote the late Sir Percy Winfield: 
the great majority of cases in which it ‘has 
been pleaded have been upon the negligence 
of municipal tram-drivers or medical officers 
and the like, and there is no valid argument 
for giving them a special privilege simply 
because they are remunerated out of public 
funds.” Whether there is a valid case for 
protecting the administrative acts of public 
officials is perhaps arguable, but in these 
days when the power of public authorities 
is greater than ever, most people will prob- 
ably be glad that they have been deprived 
of these special privileges. The whole of 
the Public Authorities Protection Act, 1893, 
and section 21 of the Limitation Act, 1939, 
have been repealed by the new Law Reform 
(Limitation of Actions, etc.) Act. 

Some of the newer statutory corporations 
—such as the new town development cor- 
porations, the National Coal Board, and the 
gas and electricity boards—have never had 
the protection of the 1893 Act, but they 
have been put in a different position from 
other persons and bodies in that the time 
limit for actions against them in respect of 
contract and tort has been three years. The 
new Act repeals these special periods of 
limitation. The corporations are now in 
the same position as everyone else. 


PERSONAL INJURY ACTIONS 


The Law Reform (Limitation of Actions, 
etc.) Act also makes some _ important 
changes in the law relating to personal in- 
juries. Section 2 fixes the period within which 
such actions can be brought at three years; 
hitherto, the time limit has normally been 
six years as for all other actions founded 
in tort, unless the defendant was the servant 
of a public authority and protected under 
the legislation described above. Section 3 
of the new Act fixes the period within which 
an action may be brought by the widow or 
other relative of a deceased person under 
the Fatal Accidents Act, 1846, at three 
years; hitherto the period has been 12 
months. 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

The abolition of the special periods of 
limitation in favour of public authorities 
and the standardisation of the period of 
limitation for actions arising from death or 
personal injury nécessitate transitional pro- 
visions in respect of causes of action aris- 
ing before the new Act was passed. Section 
7 provides that, if the time for bringing 
proceedings has not already elapsed, it shall 
expire at the time when it would have 
expired if the Act had not been passed or 
at the time it would have expired if the Act 
had been in force earlier, whichever is the 
later. 
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USE OF LAND FOR 
BRICKWORKS 


Claim for Compensation Approved by 
Bromsgrove Council 


PARTICULARS of a claim for £12,286 

compensation foliowing the refusal of 
the Worcestershire County Council to allow 
use of the Rubery brickworks to be con- 
tinued and extended were reported to the 
Bromsgrove Council at their meeting on 
July 19. Despite some protests, settlement 
of the claim on payment of £9,600 was 
approved. In addition, the owners of the 
works, the Allied Brick and Tile Company, 
will receive £4,000 compensation from 
Bromsgrove UDC for loss of development 
value, and sell the whole site to the district 
council for £3,900. It is being taken over 
for conversion into a site for houses, shops 
and _ school. 

The original claims made by the Allied 
Company totalled £45,154, and they will re- 
ceive £17,500 on giving up their property for 
redevelopment. The planning committee 
reported that it was an exceptionally compli- 
cated claim that was made under Section 79 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, as amended by Regulation 5 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Minerals) 
Regulations, 1953, for loss and expenditure. 

The company was refused planning per- 
mission to continue the winning and work- 
ing of clay because the brickworks were in 
the middle of an area of land which was to 
be developed as a housing estate. The com- 
pany’s claim against the county council 
amounted to £12,286, but side by side with 
this they had a claim for £21,165 against 
Bromsgrove UDC as compensation for the 
compulsory acquisition of the brickworks 
and lands by the UDC as the result of a 
purchase notice initiated by the company, and 
a claim of £11,703 against the Treasury for 
loss of development value. This gave a com- 
bined claim of £45,154, but this was not 
really a true figure, as the three claims over- 
lapped each other to some extent, it was 
stated. 

Bromsgrove UDC asked the clerk of the 
county council (Mr. W. R. Scurfield) to deal 
with the claim against them in conjunction 
with the claim against the county council. 
Mr. Scurfield had been in close contact with 
the Treasury and found it necessary to con- 
sult Mr. Eric Blain (counsel). Negotiations 
were carried on for a long time, but 
eventually broke down and the company re- 
ferred their claims against the two councils 
to the Lands Tribunal and hearings were 
arranged for June. After the numerous docu- 
ments of both sides had been exchanged Mr. 
Scurfield, acting on the advice of the senior 
Government valuers, thought it prudent to 
reopen negotiations and succeeded in reach- 
ing a provisional settlement of the three 
claims which counsel advises each authority 
to accept. 

The proposed amount falling to be paid 
by the county council was £9,600, plus sur- 
veyor’s costs amounting to about £130. In 
addition, counsel’s fees amount to £39 8s. 
This total would be borrowed and the loan 
charges will qualify for Ministry grant. 

Mr. G. INCE said the brickworks had not 
been in production for 20 years and the claim 
rounded rather strange to him. 

Ap. D. G. S. RUSSELL (chairman of the 
planning committee) said the company had 
sought permission to open up again and 
extend the working of clay. The committee 
were not anxious to pay compensation. - 
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PLASHET COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
ved by Architect: George Whitby, Esq., M.B.E., A.R.1.B.A, Illustrated in this Issue 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


House Purchase Loans 


ON July 20, Sm IAN FRASER asked the 

Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many local authorities had agreed 
to exercise the powers contained in the 
appendices to Circular 42/54 and to 
guarantee loans for the acquisition of houses 
and flats; and how many had refused. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that 332 local autho- 
rities in England and Wales had agreed to 
help would-be house purchasers who could 
not find the deposit ordinarily required by a 
building society by adopting the two guaran- 
tee schemes explained in the appendices to 
Circular 42/54. Thirty-seven authorities had 
said. that they did not propose to operate 
the schemes, but he had asked them to recon- 
sider the matter and hoped that they would 
change their minds. As the circular was sent 
to local authorities only just over two months 
ago, he thought the figures he had given were 
satisfactory. In the autumn he hoped to 
hear from more authorities that they had 
decided to use the two guarantee schemes to 
help men in the £11 to £14 a week group 
who wanted to own their own houses. 


On July 27 Mr. MULLEy asked the Minister 
of* Housing and Local Government how 
many local authorities had, and how many 
had not, taken advantage of powers given to 
them to advance loans to prospective house 
purchasers. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that in the year ended 
March 31, 1953, 975 local authorities in Eng- 
land and Wales. out of 1,531, made loans 
under these powers. 


Mr. MuLtey also asked if the Minister 
was aware that many building societies were 
unwilling to make advances to purchasers of 
prefabricated houses; and if he would take 
action to ensure that such houses could take 
advantage of the recent arrangements he 
made with the local authorities and building 
societies for a joint government and local 
authority guarantee of part of the building 
society loan. 


Mr. MarPLEs: It was never the Minister’s 
intention that the arrangements referred to 
should be limited to traditional houses, and 
he hopes that those who wish to buy “new 
traditional ” houses will receive proper con- 
sideration. Mr. Mulley will understand that 
the Minister cannot interfere with the discre- 
tion of building societies. 


UNFINISHED SCHOOLS 


On July 26, Mr. SwiNnGLer asked the 
Minister of Education how many schools 
under construction on October 1. 1951, had 
not yet been completed. 


Miss HorssBruGH replied, 103. 


SCOTTISH HOUSING 


On July 27, Mr. GEORGE THOMSON asked 
the Secretary of State for Scotland how many 
houses built for private ownership during 
1953 received a subsidy. 


Mr. J. Stuart replied that of the 2,610 
houses completed in Scotland in 1953 for pri- 
vate ownership, 295 qualified for financial 
assistance. All were for persons connected 
with agriculture. 


BRICK PRICES 


On July 27, Mr. GEORGE JeGER asked the 
Minister of Works how many increases in 
the price of bricks there had been in the past 
three years; what were the amounts of these 
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increases; and how far all types of building 
bricks had been similarly affected. 


Str Davip Ecc es replied that hundreds 
of firms produced bricks and many varieties 
of bricks were produced.' Without lengthy 
inquiries the information desired could not 
be obtained. 


Mr. JEGER asked the present production 
of ‘building bricks; and how it compared with 
production in 1938. 


Sir Davip Ecctes said that the monthly 
average production of bricks this year was 
603m. No strictly comparable figure was 
available for 1938. 


Mr. Jecer asked how many different 
varieties of building bricks were in current 
use; and what was the number of each kind 
being produced. 


Sir Davip Eccies: I believe there are 
about 2,000 varieties. Of these Flettons ac- 
count for one-third of the national output 
of about 7,500m. bricks. Members will 
not expect me to give figures for the other 
1,999 varieties. ‘ 


CEMENT SHORTAGES 


On July 27, Mr. PETER FREEMAN asked 
the Minister of Works whether he was aware 
of the continued shortage of cement for 
urgent building requirements in Newport, 
particularly for certain contracts and con- 
tractors of whom he had been informed; and 
what action he was taking in the matter. 

Sir Davip Eccles said he was aware that 
complaints of shortage of cement were still 
being made in Newport. The cement in- 
dustry was arranging to increase deliveries in 
South Wales and Monmouthshire. 


DSIR BUILDINGS 


On July 27, Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY asked 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, whether it was intended to 
complete in five years the building pro- 
gramme of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research as stated in 1946. 


Mr. BEVINS said it was planned to spend 
about £6m. on building during the five 
financial years, 1954-1959. The greater part 
of the programme envisaged in 1946 should 
be completed by the end of that period. 


DUNDEE OIL DEPOT 


On July 27, Mr. GEORGE THOMSON asked 
the Secretary of State for Scotland whether 
he would now state his decision on the report 
of Sir John Handford about planning per- 
mission for an oil depot in Dundee. 

Mr. J. Stuart said he had sustained this 
appeal and this would allow the development 
to proceed. His decision had been intimated 
to the parties on July 21. 


FACTORIES IN SCOTLAND 


On July 27, Mr. HAMILTON asked the Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland in which areas 
Industrial Estates Limited were now building; 
at what maximum rent, a square foot, the re- 
sultant factory space would be let; and how 
this latter figure compared with the minimum 
annual rent a square foot which could be 
charged by the Glenrothes Development Cor- 
poration at the present time. 

Mr. J. SruartT said that Scottish Industrial 
Estates, Ltd., were at present building fac- 
tories at Greenock, East Kilbride, Thornlie- 
bank, Newhouse, Queenslie, Kilmarnock and 
the Vale of Leven. The rent at which they 
would be let could not be calculated until 
their completion but would probably be 
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about Is. 6d. a square foot. For similar 
accommodation provided by Glenrothes 
Development Corporation the economic 


rent, which was the rent the corporation 
would normally expect to receive, would 
probably be about 4s. a square foot. 


HOUSING IN LINCOLN 


On July 27, Mr. GEOFFREY DE FREITAS 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether he was aware that 
because of the reduction in the allocation of 
houses for 1954, over the last three months 
there had been a progressive reduction in the 
number of men employed on house-building 
in Lincoln; and whether he would reconsider 
the request made by the Town Clerk of 
Lincoln in his letter of June 15 for an in- 
creased allocation. 

Mr. MaArPLEs, who replied, said “ No.” 
The amount of housing and other building 
work now in hand, or known to be coming 
forward, was at least sufficient to absorb all 
the building labour in the area. 


HOUSING STANDARDS 


On July 27, Mr. GeorGe THoMas asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment the number of local authorities who 
had protested against the restrictions on the 
quality of houses he permitted them to build; 
the number who had stated to him their belief 
that these houses would be slums in a short 
period; and whether he had considered a re- 
port on the state of houses built at Brighton 
during the past three years. 


Mr. MarPLEs said the Minister had seen 
Press reports of allegations made at meet- 
ings of the Brighton Housing Committee and 
Town Council. He was looking into them, 
although he had not yet received any re- 
presentations from the Council. The answer 
to the first two parts of the question was 
* none.” 


WORKS OF ART IN COMMONS 

On July 29 Winc COMMANDER BULLUS 
asked the Minister of Works what arrange- 
ments he was making to review works of art 
at present displayed in the Commons area 
of the Palace of Westminster. 

Sik Davip EcctEs said that recently it had 
been felt that the pictures which had 
accumulated over the years in the House of 
Commons area of the Palace should be 
reviewed, and their merits re-assessed. He 
therefore, with the consent of Mr. Speaker, 
had set up a small committee of members 
of the House of Commons, under the chair- 
manship of Viscount Hinchingbrooke, with 
the following members: Sir Walter Fletcher, 
CBE (Member of Parliament for Bury and 
Radcliffe); Mr. Godfrey Nicholson (Farn- 
ham); Dr. Barnett Stross (Stoke on Trent, 
Central); Sir Leslie Plummer (Deptford); 
and Mr. J. Grimond (Orkney and Shet- 
land). 

In addition to reviewing the works of art 
at present displayed, the committee would 
consider the means of obtaining additional 
works of art for the Commons area of the 
Palace of Westminster. 


LAND DISPOSAL POLICY 


On July 29, in the House of Lords, the 
EaRL OF LISTOWEL asked the Government 
whether food production would no longer 
be the main consideration in deciding the 
disposal of land compulsorily acquired by 
Government departments, and whether land 
sold in accordance with the new land dis- 
posal policy would be offered to the highest 
bidder in the open market. 


LorD CARRINGTON said that as Sir Thomas 
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Dugdale had made clear in the Commons, 
where agricultural land compulsorily pur- 
chased by a Government department was no 
longer required by the original acquiring 
department, or immediately by any, other 
Government department possessing com- 
pulsory purchase powers for the purpose for 
which these powers would be justified, the 
Government’s policy would: in general be 
to sell it. The Government’s view was that 
the interests of production were generally 
best secured if agricultural land was privately 
owned, 


The Government would consider each case 
on its merits with the desire that where cir- 
cumstances showed that the land could 
properly be offered to a former owner or 
his successor who could establish his claim, 
this would be done at a price assessed by 
the district valuer as being the current 
market price. Subject to this, the procedure 
for the sale of land. would depend on the 
circumstances of the particular case. 

The Eart oF LISTOWEL indicated that 
there was some dissatisfaction about this sub- 
ject and the Opposition would table a motion 
to enable it to be debated. 


NEW TOWN HOUSING SITES 


Mr. GRAEME FInvay asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government for the 
number of houses or housing sites sold to 
private owners by development corporations 
for each of the new towns since August 1, 
1952. 

Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN said the position 
was as follows :— 





Houses Housing 
: sold. sites sold. 
Aycliffe nil nil 
Basildon nil 1 
Bracknell 1 3 
Corby nil nil 
Crawley * 
Cwmbran , nil 23 
Harlow 1 nil 
Hemel Hempstead ...... 1 
SR Pee eae nil nil 
POONED nv cccsctcsscs i F 
Welwyn” Garden City .. 19 82 
SS Se RAE ee 28 29 


* Three areas for 202 houses. 


THE ADJOURNMENT 
Parliament stands adjourned to October 19. 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Proposed Houses at Little Oakley, 
Essex: Minister Allows Appeal 


Me. G. W. NEVARD has won his appeal 

against the refusal of the Tendring 
RDC, acting on behalf of the Essex 
County Council, to grant planning consent 
for the development of a site at Rectory- 
road, Little Oakley, by the erection of ten 
or eleven dwelling houses. 


Mr. Nevard’s appeal was heard by Mr. 
H. A. Campbell, an Inspector of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
on June 2, and at that hearing Mr. Michael 
Ward, representing the appellant, said that 
his client, who was over 80 years of age, 
had used the 1.34 acres of land in question 
for cultivation on a small scale but was now 
too old to carry on work: on the land. 


It was stated on behalf of the Council 
that their object in refusing consent was to 
“prevent a further sprawl” and to keep 
Little Oakley’s identity, allowing only such 
development as was necessary for the village 
itself and its surrounding agricultural area. 

In the course of his decision, the Minister 
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states that he agrees with the Council that 
the spread of building in rural areas should 
be generally discouraged. He notes, how- 
ever, that development at Little Oakley 
already extends beyond the appeal site, 
which is land of little agricultural signifi- 
cance, and he considers that there is 
insufficient reason for refusing permission. 
He accordingly allows the appeal and 
grants permission for the residential 
development of the appeal site, subject to 
the condition that the number, siting and 
elevations of the proposed houses shall be 
as may be agreed between the appellant and 
the local planning authority, or, failing 
agreement, as shall be determined by the 
Minister. 


Condition Requiring Foundations to 
be Reinforced Against Subsidence 


N_ granting planning permission for 

housing development at Sunderland-road, 
Cleadon, the Boldon , (Durham) UDC 
imposed a condition that “the foundations 
of the buildings shall be suitably reinforced 
as a precautionary measure against 
subsidence.” 

Following a public inquiry, the Minister 
says he is satisfied that it would not be 
right to permit the development to be carried 
out unless precautions are taken to protect 
the buildings against subsidence of the land, 
and that a provision insisting on appropriate 
precautions can be imposed under Section 
14 of the Act. He appreciates that the 
appellants’ main contention is that the cost 
of reinforcement should fall upon the 
National Coal Board; but he is advised that 
this is not a consideration which affects his 
jurisdiction in the matter. 

The Minister, however, considers that the 
conditions imposed on the permission could, 
with advantage, be redrafted. Accordingly, 
he has decided to treat the application as if 
it had been made to him in the first instance, 
and to permit the use for residential purposes 
of approximately 5} acres of land adjoining 
Sunderland-road, subject to the following 
conditions : — 

(1) That access from the site to the 
highway shall be laid out as may be agreed 
with the local planning authority or in 
default of any agreement as shall be 
determined by the Minister; 

(2) That the layout, design. and external 
appearance of the buildings shall be as 
may be agreed with the local planning 
authority or in default of agreement as 
shall be determined by the Minister; 

(3) That the foundations of the buildings 
shall be reinforced and the buildings 
strengthened as may be agreed .. . as shall 
be determined by the Minister. 


Condition Imposed on Construction of 
Shop Removed by Minister 


N granting planning consent for the 
erection of a shop with living accom- 
modation over in Colnbrook High-street, the 
Buckinghamshire County Council imposed a 
condition that it must be set back 45 feet 
from the road in order to allow for future 
widening of the road. 

Mr. A. C. Edwards appealed to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
against the condition and his appeal has been 
allowed. The Minister states that the 
County Council was right in aiming for a 
greater set-back from the road, but since 
such widening may not take place for a long 
time he has decided to allow the appeal. 
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A Leamington Inquiry 


IN A REFERENCE to a case in which 
Leamington BC and Mr. Arthur Pratt, 
builder, successfully appealed against a pro- 
posal to erect a fire brigade headquarters at 
Leamington Spa on land scheduled for hous- 
ing, the respondent authority was Warwick- 
shire County Council and not as stated last 
week. 


CERTIFIED CARPENTERS 


Award of Certificates and Prizes 


The Incorporated British Institute of Certi- 
fied Carpenters announce that preliminary 
prize awards for 1954, comprising certificates 
and book prizes each valued £2 2s., have 
been awarded as follows:— 


Central Section: R. N. Archer (Hammersmith Sch. 
of Building) (church notice board); North-Western 
Section: L. Butterworth (Municipal Tech. Coll., 
Bolton) (base of a circular fluted column); North- 
Eastern Section: G. S. Latham (Sheffield Tech. Coll.) 





The premier award, by R. N. Archer, of 
the Hammersmith School of Building. 


(front cover in oak); Western Section: M. L. Wicks, 
(Bristol Tech. Coll.) (cut and mitred stair string 
with semi-circular step); Midland Section: G. R 
pl (Crewe Tech. Coll.) (quarter turn geometrical 
Stair). 

Scottish Section: I. N. Ferrier (Dundee Trades Coll.) 
(one half of a pair of double swing vestibule doors); 
Southern Section: A. W. Gallop (Isle of Wight Tech. 
Coll.) (elliptical headed raised panelled and moulded 
door); West Scottish Section: McDiarmid (Cam- 
buslang Sch. of Building) (curved headed solid panelled 
door and frame with tracery panels above); and 
Northern Section: F. Woodward (Stockton-on-Tees 
Tech. Coll.) (Litany desk front with linen fold panel). 

The premier award of certificate, medal and book 
prize: value £3 3s.—judged by prize awards committee 
—goes to R. N. Archer (Hammersmith Sch. of Build- 
ing) whose church notice board is illustrated. 


HULL BOMB SITES 


Some of Hull’s 650 bomb sites are to 
be turned into adventure playgrounds of a 
type developed in America, and the Hull War 
Damaged Sites Special Committee have 
agreed to allocate sites for this purpose. In- 
stead of having orthodox equipment the 
children will be able to develop their own 
ideas, like building with old bricks, digging 
tunnels and climbing trees. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 








CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 








thoroughly is Our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 








46 - BISHOPSGATE - EC2 


Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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General Purpose Buildings used as light 
engineering workshops. Brick infilling 
was carried out after erection. 


HERE IS A i ie 
LOW COST B. 
DURABLE 
BUILDING 


suitable for workshops, 
garages, canteens, offices, 
store sheds, club rooms, oe 
and many other purposes. — eaaamee 


Made in 18 ft. and 15 ft. 
spans, we can erect for you oa Ts on 
speedily and efficiently Industrial Buildings with 


anywhere in England and clear spans up to 40 ft. 


Wales GENERAL PURPOSE BUILDINGS nn 
MARLEY SURREY CONCRETE LIMITED, PEAMARSH, GUILDFORD, SURREY Guildford 62986 


SHURDCRETE LIMITED, SHURDINGTON, Nr. CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTER. Shurdington 334/5 


CONCR ETE PRODUCTS THE MARLEY TILE CO. LTD., STIFFORD RD., STH. OCKENDON, Nr. ROMFORD, ESSEX South Ockendon 2201 
MARLEY CONCRETE, WATERLOO, POOLE, DORSET. Broadstone 626 














BUTTERS DERRICKS 






are available in types and sizes to meet all requirements, for hand, steam, electric 
or diesel operation. We are always ready to supply details and specifications 
or to advise on equipment for any work. 


LONDON : The Crane Works, Long Lane, Hillingdon, Middlesex. BUTTERS BROS. & co. LTD. 


Telephone: UXBRIDGE 925 & 2288. MACLELLAN STREET, GLASGOW, S.2 
AND AT BIRMINGHAM & NEWCASTLE. Telephone: IBROX 1141 (6 lines) Telegrams: ''BUTTERS, GLASGOW.” 
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CENTRAL LAND BOARD 
Annual Report for 1953-54 


HE effects of the amendment of the 
financial provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning Acts, 1947, on the activities 
of the Central Land Board are described in 
the Board’s annual report for the financial 
year 1953-54, now published (HMSO, price 
6d.). On this aspect of the Board’s work 
the report states: 

The Town and Country Planning Act, 
1953, which received Royal Assent on May 
20, 1953, gave effect to certain of the 
Government’s proposals (set out in a White 
Paper of November 18, 1952, Cmd. 8699) 
for amendment of the financial provisions of 
the Town and Country Planning Acts, 1947, 
including those relating to the abolition of 
development charge on development begun 
on or after November 18, 1952, and the 
repeal of the provisions for the payment 
of claims made to the Board under 
Part VI [V] in respect of depreciation of land 
values. It also gave the Board certain func- 
tions in the control of assignments or 
assignations of claims. 

The Board have continued to assess and 
collect development charge in respect of 
development which was_ begun before 
November 18, 1952. They have made 
further payments under Section 59 [56], which 
was unaffected by the 1953 Act, and have 
continued with the assessment and determina- 
tion of the relatively small number of claims 
remaining to be determined under Section 
58 [55]. These claims will be material to 
the calculation of the amount of any special 
payment or compensation payable under the 
proposed legislation referred to below. 

The decline of work under these two heads 
has been accompanied by substantial reduc- 
tions in the numbers of the jointly employed 
staff of the Central Land Board and War 
Damage Commission. 

On February 26, 1954, the Government 
introduced the Town and Country Planning 
Bill, 1954, further to amend the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, and to give 
effect in England and Wales to the proposals 
set out in the White Paper in so far as this 
had not already been done by the 1953 Act. 
This Bill received its second reading on 
March 15, 1954. 


Part I of the Bill contains proposals for 
requiring the Board to make special pay- 
ments for depreciation of land values “ by 
reference to claims established under Part VI 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, in cases where the land, or part of the 
land, in respect of which such a claim was 
established, or the interest in land to which 
such a claim related, or the benefit, or part 
of the benefit, of such a claim, has before 
the commencement of this Act been the sub- 
ject of an act or event such as is specified 
in any of those provisions.” Any sums 
already paid out under Section 59 are to be 
deducted. 

Part I refers to acts or events. other than 
planning decisions, which have occurred 
before the Bill comes into force. The Board 
would be required, acting in accordance with 
regulations, to make payments to certain 
holders of claims who have incurred a 
development charge in respect of land to 
which the claim relates; or who between 
certain dates sold land at prices which did 
not fully reflect its development value as 
measured by the claim; or who disposed of 
land by gift; or who acquired claims by 
purchase or derived title to them in other 
ways. The Board would also have power to 
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make payments in certain cases where land 
was leased for a consideration which did not 
adequately reflect its 1947 development 
value; or to persons who bought or leased 
land on terms inclusive of development value 
from an owner who retained the claim, and 
have since paid development charge or have 
had their land bought by a public authority. 
There would be a right of appeal to the 
Lands Tribunal against any of the Board’s 
findings under Part I of the Bill. 


OTHER FUNCTIONS 


Functions assigned to the Board in other 
parts of the Bill include the notification to 
local authorities, for registration, of pay- 
ments made under Section 59; the recovery 
of sums in certain circumstances from public 
authorities who have acquired land; the 
discharge or reduction, in appropriate cases, 
of outstanding development charge liabilities; 
the variation and repayment of development 
charges in respect of the winning and work- 
ing of minerals; and the extinguishment or 
reduction of claims pledged to the Board, 
under the various set-off arrangements, for 
payment of development charge. There is 
also provision for the winding-up and 
dissolution of the Board and the transfer of 
their functions to the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. This is to be done, in 
due course, by Order in Council to be 
approved in draft by each House of 
Parliament. 


THE SCOTTISH ACT 


A corresponding measure to amend the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act, 
1947, was introduced on April 1, 1954, and 
received its second reading on May 12. This 
Bill is similar to that relating to England 
and Wales, but with certain essential differ- 
ences; for example, payments made under 
Section 56 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act, 1947, would be 
registered in the Register of Sasines and the 
transfer of the functions of the Board in 
Scotland would be to the Secretary of State. 

The Board have begun the work of 
identifying claims under the 1947 Acts which 
are likely to rank for payments under Part I 
of these Bills on their becoming law, in 
particular those relating to land in respect 
of which a development charge has been 
paid and those relating to land which has 
been acquired by public authorities at existing 
use value. Where the land which is the sub- 
ject of a development charge or of an 
acquisition includes part only of the land 
covered by a claim it will be necessary to 
apportion the development value of the 
claim; and preparatory work has already 
been begun to enable such apportionments 
to be made without delay on receipt of an 
application for payment. 


BATC SCHOLARSHIPS 


Annual Reception at Ministry of Works 


A RECEPTION was held at the Ministry 

of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, 
on July 29, to enable representatives of the 
National Federations and other bodies who 
had assisted in the provision of scholarships, 
and members of the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council, to meet the appren- 
tices who had received awards under this 
national scholarship scheme. 

Sir Harold Emmerson, Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry of Works; Mr. E. A. Seal, 
Deputy Secretary; Sir Frederick Leggett, 
chairman of the Council, and Sir Graham 
Savage, deputy chairman of the Council, 
were among those attending. Representa- 
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tives of the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry, the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
the South Western Federation of Building 
Trades Employers and the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Carpenters were also present. 

Of the 36 scholars who have received 
awards to date 11 have obtained degrees in 
building science, and seven have gained 
Higher National Diplomas. Fourteen are 
still undergoing courses of training; seven at 
Cardiff University, one at Manchester 
University and six at technical colleges. The 
remaining four awards relate to courses of 
study which commence in the autumn. 


““ WHAT IS TRADITION?” 
PRIBA’s Views at Prizegiving 


(THE presentation of diplomas to the 

students of the Northern Polytechnic 
School of Architecture, Surveying and Build- 
ing, Holloway, N7, took place on July 20. 
The awards were distributed by Mr. C. H. 
Aslin, CBE, president RIBA, and Mr. R. L. 
Roberts, chairman of the governing body, 
presided over the ceremony. 

During his address to the students, Mr. 
ASLIN outlined the differences of opinion that 
had been expressed by various people over 
the actual meaning of the name “tradi- 
tional.” There had been many definitions 
of the term, but his personal belief was that 
any building which satisfied the conditions 
of the age in which it was erected could be 
called “traditional,” and such present-day 
structures coming under the classification 
might well include the timber-framed house. 
He considered that the country was working 
towards a twentieth-century tradition which 
would use to the maximum the skills 
developed in the building trades. 

Mr. Aslin also expressed his, desire to 
reassure those students who had not been 
fortunate enough to win prizes. There were 
different types of ability, though most of the 
students had reached the age when their 
ability was made manifest by the winning 
of examinations and prizes. However, this 
did not mean that the others were necessarily 
worse than their fellows. They might have 
the type of ability which showed itself in 
other ways, and in the architectural pro- 
fession there was work for all these kinds. 

In making his report on the work of the 
past year, Mr. T. E. Scott, CBE, FRIBA, 
stated that the school’s aim was to produce 
a student capable of creating all types of 
architecture. It tried to develop the student’s 
natural ability, but this depended not only 
on methods of training, but also upon the 
very presence of that ability. The exhibi- 
tion which was to be opened after the 
prize distribution ceremony was invaluable 
in providing the staff with an opportunity 
to assess the skill of the students, and for that 
reason they placed a high value on its 
function. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Aslin for his 
address was extended by Lieut.-Co]l. W. W. 
Dove, CBE, member of the governing body. 


LIST OF AWARDS 


The R. L. Roberts Prize in Architecture: 
G. M. Cope. 

The Tuffnell Prize in Architecture: Miss 
P. A. Turner. 

The Walpamur Prize for Interior Design 
in Architecture: K. E. Hudson. 

National Pitched Roofing Council Prize 
for the Best Design in pitched roof housing: 
First, J. A. Hill and I. A. L. Welch; Second; 
D. H. C. Pursey. 


G 
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Inquiries on Design and Construction 
A BUILDING RESEARCH STATION DIGEST 


BRULLDING Research Station Digest No. 

No. 62 (dated January, 1954) is devoted 
to a review of the inquiries which the Station 
received during 1953. We reproduce here 
the full text of the Digest :— 

Of the 6,000 or so written inquiries that 
the Station receives each year covering nearly 
all aspects of building design and construc- 
tion, many relate to defects or failures. Some- 
times these occur in old buildings, but a 
disturbingly large proportion occur in build- 
ings erected since or just before the war. The 
most important fact is that the majority re- 
late to features of more or less traditional 
construction on which information is already 
available. 

The cost of normal maintenance of build- 
ings is high and the repair of defects that 
could reasonably have been avoided by the 
use of existing knowledge may add much to 
that cost. 

It is the object of this Digest to indicate 
those features that inquiries received during 
the past year show are the most frequent 
sources of trouble. Many architects and 
builders will already be familiar with them 
but the frequency of inquiry suggests that 
further emphasis is needed. These common 
troubles can be divided into two groups: (a) 
Those resulting from some inherent weakness 
or unsuitability in any one primary material; 
(b) Those resulting from improper use of a 
material or from some fault ih design. These 
form by far the larger proportion of this 
type of inquiry. 

In general, there is little excuse nowadays 
for using unsuitable materials. Methods are 
available for determining the suitability of 
most major materials used in building. There 
are standard methods for testing clay bricks, 
though there is no British Standard for clay 
bricks except those of engineering quality, 
but there are British Standards for concrete 
and sand lime bricks. Aggregates are simi- 
larly covered as are many concrete products. 
Local knowledge is of especial value, but 
because so often, nowadays, work is carried 
out by architects and contractors not familiar 
with a district, use of this knowledge tends to 
be decreasing. But local inquiry can be most 
helpful. 

The remainder of this Digest will be de- 
voted to the troubles arising from improper 
use of materials or faults in design. They 
are:— 

(1) Use of rich cement mixes, (a) Mortars, 
(b) External renderings. (2) Parapet walls. 
(3) Internal plastering. (4) Floor finishes. 
(5) Chimneys. (6) Condensation. (7) Damp 
penetration. 


THE USE OF STRONG CEMENT: 
SAND MORTARS 


Brickwork and blockwork—The effects of 
using rich mixes of cement and sand for nor- 
mal jointing mortar were fully investigated 
before the war and were described in the pub- 
lications issued then. Recent publications 
in which this subject is discussed include: 
National Building Studies, Bulletins No. 8, 
“ Mortar for brickwork, etc.’’, No. 9,“ De- 
fects in brickwork ”, Digests Nos. 6, 29, 32, 
33, 41 and 52 B.S. Codes of Practice No. 121 
and 122, and the Ministry of Works Advisory 
Leaflet No. 16. 

The form of cracking associated with a rich 
Portland cement:sand jointing mortar ac- 
centuates damp penetration, and aggravates 
the effects of drying shrinkage of units such 


as concrete blocks. The only circumstances 
in which a 1:3 cement:sand jointing mortar 
should normally be used are set out in Table 
2 of N.B.S.. Bulletin No. 8 and in Leaflet 
No. 16 mentioned above. In practically all 
other constructions, mortar for jointing 
should be cement:lime:sand or hydraulic 
lime: sand mixes. Workability aids for mortar 
enabling lean cement:sand mixes, e.g. 1:6 
or 1:8 to be used are discussed in Digest 
No. 56. Masonry cement, that is a Portland 
cement with certain admixtures, is now avail- 
able in this country. Masonry cement 
is used in a straight mix with sand, usually 
about 1:34, and there must be no addition 
of lime or other similar material or of work- 
ability aids. It is not intended for and 
should not be used in concrete work. 


External renderings—The greatest trouble 
with external renderings generally arises 
through the use of strong cement:sand 
mortars. The belief still persists that such a 
rendering will provide an impervious cover- 
ing to a wall, but in practice it results in 
cracked finishes, loss of adhesion on weak 
backgrounds and deterioration following ex- 
cessive moisture penetration. The import- 
ance of adjusting the composition of the 
rendering both to the background to which 
it is to be applied and to the conditions to 
which it will be exposed has been empha- 
sized in National Building Studies, Bulletin 
No. 10, ‘External rendered finishes for 
walls.” The worst trouble occurs where a 
dense rendering has been applied to an ex- 
posed wall in which the bricks contain a re- 
latively high proportion of sulphate salts, 
particularly where adequate means to exclude 
moisture from the wall are lacking. Para- 
pet walls are especially vulnerable and re- 
commendations on construction are discussed 
in the next section. In one building erected 
only about three years ago, in which all these 
conditions existed, serious cracking and ex- 
pansion had occurred and required costly 
remedial measures. 


PARAPET WALLS ~ 


A wrongly designed parapet wall can 
deteriorate rapidly through sulphate or frost 
attack or it may provide a path for moisture 
to travel into the building. The latter defect 
can be avoided by providing a proper damp- 
proof course between the parapet and the 
main wall. To guard against the former, the 
wall must be protected as far as possible 
against the penetration of moisture, e.g., by 
an efficient damp-proof course under the 
coping, or by using bricks unaffected by mois- 
ture or frost, or by both means. The essen- 
tial points in the design of parapets are set 
out in Digest No. 11 and in B.S. Code of 
Practice No. 121. 


INTERNAL PLASTERING 


Many inquiries are received about internal 
plastering; the number reporting failures and 
defects is usually about twice the number 
seeking information for new work. Samples 
of the defective plaster coats are often sent 
with inquiries and a request made that they 
be analysed. Analysis is usually not helpful; 
a simple visual examination of the sample 
will often give much more information on 
the cause of the defect. Two of the main 
reasons for defects in internal plastering are 
(a) the use of ungauged lime mortar on lath- 
ing and (b) differential movement between 
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separate coats or, more frequently, between 
the background and the undercoat. 

Falls of ceiling plaster are not uncommon 
and it is almost invariably found that the 
undercoat is an ungauged or very lightly 
gauged lime plaster. This form of plaster is, 
apparently, still called for often in reinstate- 
ment work where the specification requires 
that the new plaster coat be of the same kind 
as the old. With this mix the keys are weak 
for some time after the work is completed; 
vibration caused by other trades may fracture 
some of the keys and the affected area is in- 
creased with each subsequent shock. In 
order that strength may be developed earlier, 
the use of gauged lime mixes, i.e., mixes 
containing a proportion of Portland cement 
or calcium sulphate plaster, has been recom- 
mended for many years. Suitable mixes are 
given in the B.S. Code of Practice No. 211, 
“ Internal plastering,’ R.D.B. Note No. 10 
and in M.O.W. Advisory Leaflet No. 9. 

The drying out of mixes containing Port- 
land or similar cement is accompanied by 
shrinkage, and the setting of gypsum and 
anhydrite plaster mixes by an expansion. 
When the strong finishing coat is applied 
to a weak undercoat the differential move- 
ment is often sufficient to destroy the adhe- 
sion; the finishing coat may then come away. 
More frequently, however, the failure is the 
result of relative movement between the 
background and the plastering coat. This is 
particularly liable to occur where the back- 
ground is of lightweight concrete because of 
the potentially large shrinkage movements 
that can take place in this material. Pre- 
cautions to prevent this must be taken long 
before plastering is begun. The blocks 
should be reasonably dry when delivered to 
the site (see B.S.2028, “Precast Concrete 
Blocks ”), should be kept covered on the site 
and the wall should be as dry as possible 
before plastering is begun. Full details of 
the precautions to be taken, of suitable mixes 
for internal plastering, etc., are given in 
Digest No. 52. 


FLOORS AND FLOOR FINISHES 

It is perhaps not surprising that many in- 
quiries are received about floor finishes. The 
finishes frequently have to withstand con- 
stant wear and tear, heavy impact and the 
effects of materials like acids, alkalis and 
solvents. There is a wide range of finishes 
to suit the differing needs of appearance, 
durability and comfort and much information 
on them has been published. Station pub- 
lications on floor finishes and related matters 
include National Building Studies, Bulletin 
No. 11, “ Floor finishes for houses.” Special 
report No. 11, “ Floor finishes for industrial 
buildings,” and Digests Nos. 1, 7, 24 and 57. 
Many of the materials are covered by British 
Standards and there are four Codes of Prac- 
tice: CP.201, “Timber flooring”; CP.202, 
“ Tile flooring and slab flooring”; CP.203, 
“ Sheet and similar flooring,” aad CP.204, 
“In situ flooring.” 

Two types of defect or failure that keep 
cropping up in the inquiries are (a) those that 
can be attributed wholly or partly to damp- 
ness from below and (b) the cracking, dusting 
or curling of concrete finishes. 

Dampness from below.—The source of the 
moisture may be sub-floor concrete that has 
been given insufficient time to dry out or, 
more commonly, moisture rising from the 
ground. In the former case damage may be 
caused not only by the moisture but also 
by. shrinkage of the concrete base as it dries; 
it is, therefore, always advisable to allow a 
concrete base to dry out thoroughly before 
laying the finish. 

When the floor finish best suited to the 
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Flats, Houses, Shops and a School for the London County Council at Kingswood Drive, Dulwich 


=ctor of Housing & Valuer: Cyril H. Walker, O.B.E., M.C., F.R.ILC.S. Architect for Dwellings: S. Pinfold, A.R.I.B.A. Architect for Schools: S Howard, L.R.I.B.A. 


RUSH & TOMPKINS LTD 


BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


SIDCUP - LONDON - DURBAN - COLOMBO - EDMONTON, ALBERTA 











78 





THE BUILDER 











. > _— 
aaa — naar? fa 


= sw 
Sos Fie as 


a 








a 


uF gt B 





if atl 


a 


tice (SEs ROO 








of 


ee 


SOFTWOOD 
Your order To PROENMIK 


-of course! 


THE PHOENIX TIMBER CO. 


FROG ISLAND 


* NEW ROAD 


RAINHAM 





August 6 1954 


| Fy i DB 


ESSEX 











con 
pret 


this 
or 

bar 
vap 


whi 
pro 


AuwnanAMe et Oe wD Soe yw OW wt O mh 


7 


6 1954 





164 











August 6 1954 


. 


conditions has been chosen the need for 
precautions against rising damp should not 
be forgotten. At one end of the scale, in 
this particular connection, are the asphalt 
or pitch mastic finishes that are efficient 
barriers to moisture either as liquid or 
vapour and need no further consideration. 
At the other end are finishes such as timber, 
which if used on a solid ground floor need 
protection by an efficient damp-proof mem- 
brane. Unless ample time, probably months, 
can be allowed for the layer of concrete 
above the membrane to dry, it is better to 
adopt the method shown in Fig. 1 of Digest 
1, than that in Fig. 2. The use of a 
bituminous membrane of sufficient thickness, 
ie., not less than }4-in. at any part, is most 
important. 

Between these extremes, the- decision to 
incorporate a membrane or not must be 
based on an assessment of the risk of ex- 
cessive dampness and the effect of the damp- 
ness on both material and adhesive. 

Concrete floor finishes—Trouble with 
concrete floor finishes commonly takes the 
form of cracking, dusting or curling at the 
edges of panels. Once cracking and curling 
start, further deterioration is rapid. A speci- 
fication for the laying of heavy-duty concrete 
or granolithic floor finishes is given in 
Appendix I to National Building Studies 
Special Report No. 11. A study of this will 
indicate the many factors that may affect the 
quality of the finish, e.g., the choice and 
grading of aggregates, the mixing, the thick- 
nesses required on freshly placed concrete 
and on a hardened base, the preparation of 
the base, size of panels and the methods of 
laying and finishing. Inquiries received show 
that, in many cases, what is in effect a 
plastering technique has been employed in 
preparing and laying the finish, viz. a rather 
wet mix is laid and trowelled with a steel 
float to an excessively smooth finish. The 
method needs a much smaller expenditure of 
energy on the part of the layer than is needed 
to compact and finish a drier mix, but it 
nearly always leads to trouble. The water 
content should be the minimum necessary to 
give sufficient plasticity for laying and com- 
pacting; the use of a power float allows 
much drier mixes to be used than is possible 
with hand compaction. For hand finishing 
a wood float is better than a steel float. 


CHIMNEYS 


Inquiries about chimneys are about 
equally divided between reports of deteriora- 
tion of those serving slow combustion 
appliances and trouble from smoking. The 
first is a serious problem in many areas and 
involves the house-owner in considerable 
expense. Recommendations were given in 
pre-war publications, in “The Principles of 
Modern Building,” Vol. I and in Digest 
No. 5 (April, 1949). The latter has now 
been superseded by Digest No. 60 issued in 
November, 1953. There is some evidence 
that changes in design recommended are 
being adopted in new construction, but the 
majority of chimneys serving these 
appliances are still being built in the old way. 
The precautions recommended include the 
use of linings resistant to attack, protection 
against the entry of excessive amounts of 
rain, increasing the thermal insulation and 
the provision of means by which extra air 
is admitted to the flue. Chimneys serving 
open fires are seldom affected in this way 
and with these the most common trouble is 
smoking. This is by no means confined to 
old houses. 

Many factors influence the liability of 
chimneys to smoke, and they are discussed 
in Digest No. 18. Open fires may be fitted 
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witk back-boilers or form part of a back-to- 
back grate or combination cooker. All 
require considerable quantities of air. 
usually at least 6,000 cu. ft. per hour, and 
this air plus the products of combustion has 
to be conducted at a reasonable velocity to 
the flue and hence to the open air. The 
question whether the combined installation 
of appliance, flue and terminal will work 
satisfactorily without smoking is probably 
seldom checked at the design stage and much 
trouble could be avoided if the follow- 
ing points were kept in mind: 

(1) That sufficient air can enter the room. 
(2) The design of the fireplace for an 
ordinary open fire should follow the prin- 
ciples illustrated in Digest No. 18. (3) The 
design of other appliances should be such 
that there is no undue interference with the 
passage of the combustion gases to the flue. 
(4) That there are no quick bends or flat 
slopes, and the flue is of the correct area 
and has smooth, air-tight walls. (5) The 
flue outlet is clear of any pressure zone that 
may be caused by the, configuration of the 
building or roof, by other buildings and tall 
trees in the vicinity. 


CONDENSATION 


Condensation is a serious nuisance during 
many months of the year and advice on 
methods to reduce or prevent it is frequently 
asked. Good design, adequate heating and 
ventilation and suitable surface finishes to 
walls and ceilings all play a part in mitigat- 
ing the trouble. Digest No. 23 deals with 
the methods of reducing or preventing con- 
densation and No. 58 with surface finishes. 
One form of construction that often causes 
trouble may be mentioned here. When 
making an extension to an existing house, 
frequently to form a bathroom or kitchen, 
it appears to be common practice to use a 
flat concrete slab roof covered with bitumen 
felt or asphalt, with the inevitable result that 
condensation dripping from the ceiling is a 
serious nuisance. With a roof of this kind 
on a room in which water vapour or steam 
is produced it is essential to insulate the roof 
and it is usually best for some of the insulat- 
ing material to be placed above the struc- 
tural slab. 

Trouble from damp penetration continues 
to be widespread and advice is frequently 
asked on the causes of dampness and on 
treatments. A defect that allows penetra- 
tion through a roof is not usually difficult to 
find and the remedy is fairly obvious. The 
effects of dampness in floors have been 
referred to in the section on floor finishes. 
The causes of, and treaments for, damp- 
ness in walls are much more varied and they 
form the major proportion of inquiries on 
damp penetration. The treatment of damp 
walls is discussed in Digest No. 41 and the 
causes of dampness in buildings in Digest 
No. 33. 


REQUESTS FOR TESTS AND ANALYSES 


In view of the large number of requests 
that the Station receives to carry out tests 
on, or analyses of, materials, and to under- 
take investigations of defects or failures, it 
may save much time and trouble if the 
general procedure on such matters were 
more widely known. As far as its resources 
permit the Station undertakes, on a repayment 
basis, investigations on particular materials 
but, normally, only for the manufacturers of 
the materials. It is not a normal function 
of the Station to carry out routine tests on 
materials to check their conformity with 
specifications, or to make detailed analyses 
of ‘composite materials, like concrete or 
mortar, except where special facilities not 
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readily available elsewhere, are required. 

Site investigations are limited to those 
that seem most likely to add to the Station’s 
general pool of knowledge and experience. 
The Station is always willing to give, without 
charge, advice by letter on individual diffi- 
culties that do not involve detailed labora- 
tory investigations. It may sometimes be 
possible to indicate a number of private con- 
sultants with experience of the particular 
type of work. 

(Crown Copyright Reserved.) 


BSI EXPORT PANEL 


Advice on Standards 


MPHE British Standards Institution 
announces the formation of a small 
“export panel” consisting of leading indus- 
trialists who are actively engaged in the 
markets of the world. The panel will advise 
BSI on how best it can assist export trade. 

The volume and range of overseas work 
connected with standards has _ increased 
greatly in recent years, and has become a 
factor of growing importance to our export- 
ing industries. The development of national 
standards in overseas countries has a direct 
bearing on British manufacturers’ export 
activities, and therefore demands that British 
industry should, through the BSI, take a 
leading part in influencing developments in 
the international standards field. Funda- 
mentally, BSI’s job in this sphere is to limit 
the necessity for British manufacturers to 
produce a variety of goods to comply with a 
variety of different standards in different 
countries. To enable manufacturers to take 
account of other countries’ standards in their 
production for export, BSI provides British 
industry with information about overseas 
standards. 

The proper execution of this service calls 
for the best guidance which exporting in- 
dustry can offer to BSI, and it is on these 
levels that the new export panel will operate. 
The new panel is as follows :— 


Messrs. J. L. S. Steel (ICI, Ltd.), chairman; G. H. 
Andrew (Under Secretary, B of Trade); D. Maxwell 
Buist (British Electrical & Allied Manftrs.’ Asstn.); 
Leslie Gamage, MC (General Electric Co., Ltd., presi- 
dent, Institute of Export); Sir Ernest Goodale, CBE, 
MC (Warner & Sons, Ltd., president of the Silk and 
Rayon Users’ Asstn.); Hector McNeill (Babcock & 
Wilcox, Ltd.); J. W. Ridgeway (Edison Swan, Ltd.); 
R L. Wills, MC (National General Export Merchants’ 
Group and London Chamber of Commerce). 


DELAY IN SETTLING ACCOUNTS 
Birmingham Undertaking 


AN UNDERTAKING to investigate personally 
the case of any builder who complained that 
he was kept waiting unduly long for payment 
after completing houses for Birmingham Cor- 
poration has been given by ALDERMAN A. F. 
BRADBEER, Chairman of the Birmingham City 
Council’s House Building Committee. 

Alderman Bradbeer was commenting upon 
a reported statement by\Mr. Sydney Mercer, 
treasurer of the Midland Regional Council 
of the Federation of Master Builders, that 
in some cases builders were having to wait 
up to two years after a council house was 
completed for final settlement. “ Builders 
have to take on private contract work as 
well as council houses, otherwise they 
would not have money to live on,” Mr. 
Mercer said. 

Birmingham’s House Building Committee 
has instructed the City Architect to write to 
all contractors building corporation houses, 
asking them to try to finish as many as pos- 
sible by March 31 next, after which subsi- 
dies on new dwellings from the Government 
and from the rates will be reduced. 
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PAYMENT FOR “ RAT TRAP 
FLOORING UN. 


Builder’s Successful Action 


AN invention by a man from Singapore 

for catching rats—‘‘a rat trap flooring 
unit ’—was demonstrated to Judge Drucquer 
at Clerkenwell County Court on July 26 
when Mr. Claude Byford, a builder, of 123, 
Wilberforce-road, Finsbury Park, sued the 
inventor for £35 10s. for work done and 
materials supplied in constructing one of the 
units. 

The inventor, Mr. C. P. Anchant, whose 
address was given as 62, Ridge-road, Horn- 
sey, denied that he placed any order for the 
unit to be constructed. 


Mr. Byford said in evidence that he met: 


Mr. Anchant last December when they were 
both visiting patients at a hospital. Mr. 
Anchant discussed his invention with plaintiff 
and they met by appointment later. Mr. 
Anchant drew a rough sketch of what he 
required. It was a very rough one. Mr. 
Anchant asked him to make a rat trap to 
that design. 

Mr. Byford said he told Mr. Anchant that 
he could not give him an estimate for the 
work until he made one of the units. Mr. 
Anchant said the cost did not matter and 
he wanted a first-class job made of it, as 
he wanted it shown on television. Mr. 
Anchant lent him a small model of the unit, 
which was exhibited in court. 

Work proceeded on the unit, said Mr. 
Byford, and Mr. Anchant made about four 
visits to the workshop and made alterations. 
The unit which was constructed, although 
never finally completed, measured 7 by 6 ft. 
and weighed 24 cwt. Some time in February, 
plaintiff asked Mr. Anchant for some money 
as further material was required to finish the 
work. Mr. Anchant said he would get some, 
but in fact he had not paid any money for 
the work. 

A carpenter employed by Mr. Byford to 
do the work, Mr. Harry Harvey, of Romilly- 
road, Finsbury Park, said Mr. Anchant sug- 
gested the unit should be in rough wood, 
which would be natural to rats. He demon- 
strated to the Judge how the invention 
worked, using the small model which was 
produced in court. He said the rats went 
through channels beneath the floor and were 
guided into a pool of water in which they 
drowned. 

Mr. Anchant had seen the unit during con- 
struction and had decided on alterations, one 
of which necessitated ripping down zinc on 
the unit and putting the zinc back on again. 
In March, Mr. Anchant “ washed his hands ” 
of the unit. 

During the early days of the work Mr. 
Anchant had spoken of “the brilliant 
future,” said Mr. Harvey. “I was to have 
£50 a week and a car,” he added. 

Evidence was also given by plaintiff’s son, 
Mr. Leonard Byford, of 115, Wilberforce- 
road, who said he worked with his father. 
He was present when defendant asked for the 
work to be done. 

Mr. Anchant, in evidence, said he came to 
this country from Singapore last July to 
patent the invention. He was granted pro- 
visional patents on August 17, 1953, and the 
patents would be sealed on August 17 this 
year. He went to big firms with the idea 
of asking them to exploit the invention, but 
they told him the provisional patents 
“‘ meant nothing.” He decided to do no more 
for the time being, but being a stranger in 
the country he approached the Television 
Inventors’ Club. They advised him to make 
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a small model. He did so, but decided not 
to make it public before the patents’ were 
sealed. 

He did not ask Mr. Byford to make a unit 
for him, but he told him that if a builder 
could make the units all the business would 
go to that builder. He made it clear to Mr. 
Byford that he wanted an estimate for the 
work which he would have to lay before any 
merchant who took the invention up. The 
only times he visited the workshop were at 
Mr. Byford’s request. 

“I wasn’t interested in whether he finished 
the unit, worked on it or didn’t work on it,” 
said Mr. Anchant. 

Mr. Byford asked for a loan of money 
from him as he was awaiting money from 
customers and defendant told him he would 
get some from Singapore. He later told Mr. 
Byford the money had not arrived. He 
alleged that after that Mr. Byford and Mr. 
Harvey “became insulting and made state- 
ments verging on a breach of the peace.” 

Mr. Anchant, who said that he was the 
owner of a very large timber business in 
Johore, was asked in cross-examination by 
Mr. F.E. Hiorns (counsel for plaintiff), 
“Would you concern yourself at all if Mr. 
Byford were to make thousands of pounds 
out of your invention? ” 

“Certainly, that would be an infringement 
of the patent rights,” replied Mr. Anchant. 

Giving judgment for Mr. Byford with 
costs, Judge Drucquer said he believed there 
had been a serious misunderstanding. He 
thought Mr. Anchant was an honest man 
who had no desire to cheat anybody. 

“He thinks this is a very big thing and 
if it was sold to an exploiting company there 
is probably a fortune in it for him and a 
fortune also for the building firm that would 
have the sole right or knowledge to con- 
struct the trap,” said the Judge. 

He thought he was doing a big favour to 
Mr. Byford, a small builder, said the Judge, 
but Mr. Byford had not the faintest idea of 
building the model without being paid for it. 
Mr. Anchant thought Mr. Byford would be 
very pleased to make the model in view of 
the prospects. 

When Mr. Anchant agreed that a model 
should be made to obtain an estimate of the 
cost, it was implied that he would pay for 
the work done. Mr. Anchant was liable to 


pay. 


NEW* COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


H. A. Cawdell & Co., Ltd. (535039.) Regd. June 
28, 48, Victoria-rd., Ruislip Manor, Middx, bldg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: Florence 
E. Bishop, 7, Rickmansworth-rd., Pinner, Middx. 

Hunt & Horwood & Co., Ltd. (535042.) Regd. 
June 28, Long-la. Farm, Maple wor Rickmansworth, 
Herts, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £8,000. Dir.: G. W. 
a 133, Hornhill-rd., biaste Cross, Rickmans- 
wort 

Brierley Sons & Co., Ltd. (Fans), Ltd. (535067.) 
Regd. June 28, Stanley-rd. Works, Stanley-rd., Chad- 
derton, Lancs, ventilating engr. Nom. cap.: £7,500. 
Dir.: J. K. Brierley, 159, Kirkway, Alkrington, Middle- 
ton. 

C.F.K. (Decorators), Ltd. (535084.) Regd. June 29, 
Alpha, School-rd., Walpole Highway, Wisbech. Nom, 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: F. W. Clarke, School-rd., Walpole 
Highway, Wisbech. 

Chas. H. Waglan, Ltd. (535085.) Regd. June 29, 
4, West-st., Epsom, Surrey, bldrs., contractors, decora- 
tors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: C. H. Waglan, 
66, Albert-rd., Epsom, Surrey. 

Patent Lighting 0., aie. (535165.) Regd. June 30, 
mnfrs. of lamps, etc., lit by gas. oil, electricity, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £50,000. ‘Sub.: A. H. Dodd, 30, Preston- 
dr., Wanstead, Ell. 

Trowbridge Maintenance & Supply Co., Ltd. 
(535109.) Regd. June 29, 302, Broadway, Bexleyheath, 
Kent, decorators, bldrs., estate developers, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. L. Cook, 97, Sydney-rd., 
Bexleyheath, Kent. 

Brooks Ventilation Units, Ltd. (535119.) Regd. 
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June 30, mnfrs. of ventilating and air-conditioning, 
equipment, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Sub.: W. Brooks, 
Woodhatch House, Cockshott Hill, Reigate, Surrey. 

Chiltern Hunt Engineering, Ltd. (535122.) Regd. 
June 30, Belswains-la., Nash Mills, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts, mech. and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: P. J. ho email Vaughan House, 205, Hemp- 
stead-rd., Watford 

Foxlee Contractors (Birmingham), Ltd. (535132.) 
Regd. June 30, 61, Beach-rd., Sparkhill, Birmingham 
11, public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: M. P. Fox, 61, Beach-rd., Sparkhill, Birming- 
ham 11. 

K. Wager & Co., Ltd. (535140.) Regd. June 30, 
Gamels Cottage, Rush Green, Hertford, bldrs. and 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: K. Wager, 
Gamels Cottage, Rush Green, Hertford. 

P. Hassall, Ltd. (535148.) Regd. June 30, 3, 
Hartshead, Sheffield 1, bldr. and contractor. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: P. Hassall and Barbara M. 
Hassall, The Green, * Holmesfield, nr. Sheffield. 

Taylor and, Evans, Ltd. (535206.) Regd. July 1, 
22, Elwick-rd., W. Hartlepool, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: P. G. Evans and 
Joyce Evans, 8, The Crescent, West Hartlepool. 

Welholm Builders, Ltd. (535215) Regd. July 1. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Subs ai penn Herbert and Claire 
Moore, 128, ‘Albany-st x 

A. McNeill & Son, Ltd. (535253.) Regd. July 1, 
109, Kenton-rd., Kenton, Harrow, Middx, wencig me 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: D. McNeill and Beryl M 
McNeill, 22, Elgin-ave., Kenton, Harrow 

R.L. Denton & Co., Ltd. (535289.) Regd. July 2, 
11/13, Victoria-st., Liverpool Z; po bldg. con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. L. Denton, 
352, Townsend-ave., Liverpool 11 

H. Davis (Builders), Ltd. (535238.) Regd. July 1, 
393, High-rd., Leyton, E10. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dirs.: H. Davis and Mrs. S. A. Davis, 10, Derby-rd., 
E18 


Convair, Ltd. (535315.) Regd. July 3, 180, Atter- 
cliffe-rd, Sheffield 4, designers, mnfrs., installation 
contractors of pneumatic conveying systems and equip- 
ment, etc. Nom. cap.: £50,000. Dir.: H. Southern, 
76. Knowle-la., Ecclesall, Sheffield 11 

Fowler & Co. (Cirencester), Ltd. (535588). Regd. 
July 10. Love-la., Cirencester, Glos, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dir.: C. G. Fowler, Highfield Cottage, 
Somerford-rd.. Cirencester, Glos. 

i. -. Plowright, Ltd. (535595.) Regd. July 10, 
4, Park-st., Croydon, Surrey, heating, ventilating and 
uir- -conditioning engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
Dirs.: K. R. Plowright and Ingrid Plowright, 45, The 
Ridgeway, Sanderstead, Surrey. 


INCORPORATED CLERKS OF 
WORKS 


Examination Results 


IN the examinations for Clerks of Works 
held at the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects from June 29 to July 3, the following 
candidates were successful : 

PART I (PRELIMINARY) 

M. J. Bridgett, P. J. Carroll, G. Clark, H. Dawson, 
A. H. Elliott, P. Ford, E. G. Friend, J. P. Gillespie, 
S. Graham, G. A. Grant, A. G. Green, G. T. Hill, 
T. J. Hogan, A. Ingley, D. J. Litchfield. 

C. W. Mancey, Sgt. C. E. Meacham, G. J. C. 
Morefield, Cpl. K. G. Moxon, C. D. Newton, W. 
Shankland, A. D. Shutt, R. R. Skipp, S/Sgt. B. 
Smith, L. Timmins, R. Tomlinson, W. Wake, Sgt. 
K. H. G. Wilson, W. A. F. Yates. | j 

The following passed the examination in Edinburgh: 
R. McGuinnes and R. Walker. 

The * following qonet the examination in Belfast: 
M. J. Charleton, W. Jones, C. N. Parvin, H. Smyth, 


J. Topping. 
if PART II (FINAL) 


A. W. D. Aitken, E. W. Alldridge, J. Bailey, 
W. E. Bamber, S. E Carter, A. J. Duffell, J. P. 
Gettins, J. E. Johnston, H. J. Lavington, T. Melling, 
P h 


. A. Nash. 

W/O.II E. R. Pettett, F. C. Potter, B. W. 
Quantrill, R. J. Roberts, L. Slatem, L. Steel, C. C. 
Stratford, J. G. T. Tibbitts, A. Ullman, A. Whiston, 
J. W. Wilson. ; 

The following passed the examination in.Edinburgh: 
A. Cannell, A. A. Gibson, R. J. Kerr. 

The following passed the examination in Belfast: 
W. E. Cherry, J. A. Kirkpatrick, J. Knox 

The following passed in three groups in “i. 1953, 
and this time completed the examination: I. 
Aspinall, E. A. H. Cox, C. C. Goodman, *H. B. 
Kelly, *R. Rutter. 

The following passed in two groups in July, = 
and this time completed the examination: C. 
oe S. M. Mackenzie, R. Pollard, F. G. encasiin: 

R. Thomson. , 

Ras following passed in two groups in July, 1953, 
and this time passed in one more group: D. P. Jones, 
T. Newton. 

Passed in three groups out of four: A. Bryan, 
*E. Coxon, J. Farrar, N. ag W/O.II W. S. W. 
Lowbridge, *J. Spowart, A. F. D. Stroud. 

Passed in two groups out of four: H. Brennan, 
L. E. Broad, A. Brooke, G. A. Brown, W. H. Dunn, 
A. M. Glover, W. E. Kirby, F. G. Martin, W. G- 
Noyes. 


* Denotes sat for the examination in Edinburgh. 
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.e- With the Silky textured [Reverse side 


Provides greater strength, a most attractive appearance 
and the ideal base forall types of finish 


This Standard Hardboard is obtainable in thicknesses :— 
2m.m., $” & 3” (hard) 4” (semi-hard) 
4’ wide x 6’, 7’, 8%, 9, 10’, 11’, 12’ & 14’ lengths. 


X Obtainable 
through the usual 
trade channels 


Manufactured by MESSRS. LJUSNE-WOXNA A.B. LJUSNE SWEDEN 
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The Greeks had no 
TT) a) ae - 





A brainy Greek named Pythagoras 
evolved a theory which brought fame to 
him and sleepless nights to generations of 
school boys. The details escape us now 
but there was a long word “* hypotenuse ”’ 
and something about triangles, right 
angles and other angles. 


Talking about angles, did you know 
there is a very simple way of fixing scaf- 
folding tubes together at any angle? 
It’s the NO-BOLT Swivel Coupler, 
It makes a very secure coupling. 
What’s more it cuts erection costs by 
as much as 80% (saving you many 
sleepless nights). You don’t need a 
brain like Pythagoras 
to fix it either, just a 
single tap with a 
hammer to secure or 
release it. We don’t 
know what the Greeks 
would have called it, 
but we do know that 
it’s saving builders an 
awful lot of time, 
labour and money. 
Write for details. 


FABRICATED 


NO-BOLT 


SWIVEL COUPLER 
Type S.S. 


* 


No-Bolt swivel coupler is 
now also available with 


‘CAPTIVE WEDGE’ 


Generally used for brac- 
ing heavy scaffolding, 
it’s also very handy for 
connecting parallel tubes 
for temporary handrails 
on stairs or stands. 


BE 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LID. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 
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The Marley Concrete Garage 


eT 








offers all the advantages of the traditional 
brick garage at considerably lower cost 


It has been specially designed for easy erection by unskilled labour. 
The detailed notes and drawings provided make assembly on site a 


simple matter. Made of high-grade reinforced concrete, with 
asbestos roofing and stout timber doors, it is attractive in appear- 
ance and, although very strong and permanent, it can easily be 
taken apart and moved if desired. It is fire-proof, rot-proof and 
vermin-proof and gains the ready approval of all local authorities. 


From £50 Complete 


Available in widths of 7ft. 10ins., 9ft. 2ins., 11ft. 10 ins. and 13ft, 2ins., and 
in lengths as required. 
Delivery free within a radius of 75 miles of Romford, Guildford or Cheltenham. 
Write for illustrated brochure to your nearest works. _ Erection service available. 
SURREY CONCRETE LTD., PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD, SURREY 
MARLEY ) SHURDCRETE LTD., SHURDINGTON, near CHELTENHAM 


MARLEY TILE CO. LTD., STIFFORD ROAD, STH. OCKENDON, ESSEX. 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS 


MARLEY CONCRETE, WATERLOO, POOLE, DORSET 











THE SAME PATTERN 

FITS EITHER LEFT OR 

RIGHT-HAND DOOR 
OR WINDOW. 
























NES 


-_ * 
Made in four sizes: “ 





No. 00. No. 0. No. 1. No. 2. 
Arms 23" 4" 54" as 


THE RHODES “STAYPUT” ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding .. . 


Caravan Windows 
Greenhouse Skylights 
Locker Doors 
Swing Mirrors 
Cabinet Lids 
. and anything else which moves on hinges. 


RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


Beacon House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
Chancery 8135/6/7. Rhodespaca, London 


Garage Doors 
House Doors 
Van Doors 
Cupboard Doors 





WRITE FOR : 
BROCHURE No. 
RC.1016/5 
LE SE 
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CURRENT. PRICES OF MATERIALS 





Raw information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast uae nee mer awe sae eae r yd. 
Pit Sand aa ain ase eee ale 
Washed Sand . 
Zin. Shingle ... 
? in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Ageregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


— tt et BD 


CCC CHRWes 
WAWC COCO & 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site... 
1 to 6tons, site .. 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots roe ae 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to a. 9d. ene ton. 
White Portland Cement aa = 12 17 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
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per ton 69 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up % 1409 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton sine at Railway Depot, 
London ae oe coe ” 623 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... ues ane ror per 1,000 11 0 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... ee wis sss Ae ai 4 6 
Mild Stocks... os 8 13 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2$in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. S 
District Commons ... Hp » 513 0 
Cellular do. dee ose ese eee <a 5.45 0 
Keyed GO; «<. as poe aaa rte aa 345.8 
Rustics = aes Pe ke aes ae “a 618 0 
Cellular Rustics _... eee eee ase oa i 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. ce ae ~. ae Fe 613 0 
Sandfaced .. ee fe Te 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — aaa “ 2414 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) Re ase pi 28 3% 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ove ove is 22 7 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) as ese +s 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) : es 9-1 6 
2}in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) . a 2460 
3 in. do. (London Stations) -. a 9 33 
2§in. Machine-made Sandfaced "Red "Facings 
(London Sites) “ 1312 0 
4 hoe Machine-made “Multi Red Facings ‘(London 
es) 9 13 17 0 
nN ;  Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) x 14470 
23 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) o 14 67°0 
2j in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt | ‘Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) oe os 13 6 O 





46a ¢€ 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) . perl000 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ® Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... ae ” 64 0 0 
Headers... iS eee oe & ia 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and =e in. Flats $c da eo 30 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ma aia PER pe 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ee Bag hg vs 77 10 0 
One side and twoends_..... on «aa ae as 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end ~~ oe tie ad 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints 2, ie 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10 % for Second quality 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow Cray Partition Biocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads. 
Ris. «Kens sae ... 140 yds. ace ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
7 ee Gael eae. ys 4-6 
Sine. ~ aan one ee m3 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) _ .. 95 yds. ea a pi 6 7 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
7 i ae ... 100 yds. ta = as +4 
yi i age x 42 
BU ess was) ces, wea Sade 2 5 @ 
i aa oe | =e a ae ai 6 2 
CRANHAM 

ee aa =e a a ie dos “a 6 5 
2tin. ... aan ae sect pe aa daa “a iin 
5 ee? we ae a a sia hee is 8 3 
4in... vas aad ee pe as 10 2 
4} in. Load bearing quality a we az soe es lk 2 


FiLoor BLocks 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ale 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads per 1,000 31 10 0 
4 in. , ae or oan pee ner A ps 3413 O 
5 in. Ge ccs ae aie pee ee a0 “a wm: 7 oe 
6 in. , ae iia a “a ae eis ad 46 16 0 
7 in. Ger as par i ae ia “aa ad 3441 0 
8 in. do. . aa aps ‘<a 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons a 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% 1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10°, +673% +10% +973% Foe +1078% 
Tested Quality 43744679 +374%+974% +374%+1073% 


BS.S. Tested do.  +474°2+674% +473%+974°%2 +473% 410747 


3 in. Land Drain ciate (in 12 in. ened per 1,000 10 3 y 


4 in. do. eae oe di 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park.. . per ft. cube 710 


St. Aldheim Box Ground > a 8 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area “aa ak a 8 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine on B.R. 
Southern Region a eae = 8 4 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
jin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area a 
lj in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described - 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue ‘Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, ns. a and 


per ft. sup. G«2 


stooled cills ia per ft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. aa -< 260 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... x 14 
12 in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated cones wi 7 4 
14 in. X 6in. do. do. ep “ , oo oe 
4}in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face a a 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 9 
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STONE—continued £ s.d. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 3 5 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork ane oe a oor “¢ £740 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. rup 8 2 
14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front -» gSerfieube 2 3 & 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 118 5 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes. per ft. sup. 7 10 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes psd yd. sup. 2 13 10 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ... a7 ei a 29 8 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... =. 4710 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... 2k 8 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district . as. 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. rss 9 
Machine-made Hip and Valley ene do. ie 126-6 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 ... ‘s sem TAS 6 
do. Interlocking (498) 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 a ke 113. 0 4 
22 X 12 93 16 O 
fee 8415 0 
20 x 12 7919 6 
20 x 10 7412 0 
18 x 10 53 18 9 
18 x 9 47 5 6 
16 x " 4470 
16 x 34 10 6 
Note. ae in ‘transit, " purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. os £90 to . 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. ¥ £106 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. = do. per ft. cube 15 0 
do. Honduras do. ates do. - ee ae 
Oak European do. sen do. 33 117 6 
do. Japanese do. ; do. im 2 38 
do. English Logs sawn do. ne Lo 5. @ 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. aa 3.10 © 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. lige rt 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. a 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in ae each 112 0 
2 ft.3in. x 6 ft. 6 in, = ioe ane ne £°43..0 
2 ft. 6 ih. X 6 ft. 6 in. Bie cas ai = 114 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 %t. 6 in. aa <n _ 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
24- Bins M16 1E OI. pe. ene oF na 2 3 9 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sh is ses 2 11.6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. saa see ie a. 2 14-9 
20.9 in. X 61.61. - ... see ois me 2 3-6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. Oin. x 2 ft. aia in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds tol ton) . ss per yd. 5 8 
ltin“ do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) oon ne ee 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ~ ue 8 114 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) oes ei 40: 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ah 3 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4in eaeaeen ~ a = on te si 2.386 
in. ene Po of Bid 
¥s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets --- per yd. sup B02 
Roofing Felt, eed a se aes ‘6 : : 
do. eo eee eee os 
Best Scotch Glue, 34 slabs ... per $ cwt. 5.0 0 
do. pear! a = onal 
Croid Glue 28 Ib. Za 2 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) eae per ton ss 5.9 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) $00 ‘5 50 15 0 
= Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... aa per cwt. ZAG 3 
4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... im 2:12. 9 
viienes Steet Joists, Ere. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. xX Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12 in. X 6 in. — cut to ~— delivered London 
area ows ove per ton 38 7 6 
Extra for sizes 
Bie; 6 20 | as eee = 310 0 
3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. "x 3 in, 5 in. x 2b in, 3. i i *s0 
4in. X ljin. .. . ase » a =) <0 
43 in. x i in., 24 in. «7 in. oy gc i 2:0 0 
Sin. X 3im.,22in. X 7in. ... sO aoa . F' 06 
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- + 5 
6in. < 3 in. or i ae pa oes -. perton 110 O 
9in. x Tin. “y che Kay seal cae 5 0 
10 in. x 4} in., i2in. x Sin. " a os 15s 0 
Sin. X 4¢in., 6in. xX 4h in., Jin. x 3h in., 
7in. X 4 in.,’ 8in. X 4in., 9in. x 4in., 
10 in. xX Sin., 10in. x 8in., 12in. x 8in., 
13 in. x Sin., 14in. X 5}in., 14in. x 6in., ™ 10 0 
14in. X 8 in., 15in. x Sin., 15in. x 6in., 
16in. x 6in., 16 in. X 8in., 18 in. x 6in., 
18 in. X 7 in., 18 in. X 8in., 20 in. x 6$in., 
20 in. x 7} in. cae age ak 4 ‘ 
Steel angles average price Soe eae eas ene 2 
Steel tees average price oie cot Wit gs SEAS 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
RS. Jolete cot and fitted eT it cce |, oysohe) Suaee mee 2 Ps 3 
mpound girders Pa a eee aa ees, a 
Stanchions oe Se De i Jerk tent GORE (0 
Compound stanchions ae - ger AGE” aS 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins re bike bck 19 7 6 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex onan 


Stock $ in. diam., and upwards es fi CO 
2 in. diam. i cy es ‘pertonextra 312 0 
BMGT ice. eae one aes sort lh views <, HF, 40 
ie ae ae ae Bo sin  ee se tf 2) 2 0 
4 in. GO ics eee ooo eee eee eee ”» ae i 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ClasA — 13% 
7. ° 


Class B + o Light + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
Class C + 233% Heavy + 303% 

Black— 
ClasA — 22% 
Class B — 113% Light + 11% Malleable List - 35% 
ClasC + 43°2 Heavy + 184° 


cr sparen GUTTERS 


Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. eas oe Nes nee ie nee 2/9 /10 
34 in. ae we son 3/5% 3/- /10 
4in. oie aa fen 4/54 3/5 1/2 
4} in. _ see sii see es = 4/104 3/9 1/6 
5 in. Re eee ve - soe, COLOR 4/2 “1/8 
Cc L O.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. ae aes age 4/1: 3/8 /\L 
34 in. ae eae ays ant wasw S768 3/8 1/2 
4in. oes eee ate ue ee 3/9 1/6 
4} in. = wie ee ase ' see hee 4/5 1/8 
5 in. iy nes i eae ware SAL 5/1 1/il 
C.I. RAIN-wWATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. gee Pipe Bends _ Branches 
2 in. as ee ane w. = 6/54 3/5 4/10 
23 in. see ae ae “ae cc Oe 3/9 6/8 
3 in. eos see eee ne am ue 4/9 7/3 
34 in. soa wes eae ae aa 5/8 8/7 
4in. eae sae Silk 6/11 10/2 
L. Cc. c ConreD Soi Pires 
2 in. na Paes ate 1/73 5/10 7/2 
2 in. eee ane sae ans a: | 6/6 8/11 
3 in. oie — es see «ee 9/08 7/2 10/8 
3} in. Be ee ee ee oso. OPO 8/11 12/5 
4in. ee 10/- 14/7 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 2k per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. eos ous wk’ a oe 21/3 14/3 25/- 
6 in. eae ei ta 1Q ot 31/6 29/7 51/3 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 17} per cent. discount. 
Ma ‘ + i 2} in. in ¢ in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths _ per yd. - /5 
Shoes.. ss (Cac (275 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches... ue 3/9 4/6 5/4 1/6 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/il 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/il 3/9 4/3 S/1L 
do. 6m. ‘do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in, 
Gutters 6-ft. cage *~ gd. 3/1 3/11 4/8 5/7k 
Drop ends ... ach 2/10 - 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends ... ie) as /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles Me es 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles abe ee a 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips riney ar 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 16 ait Jor 3/7 4g 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ~ ba 2 13 
Drop ends ... as 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/il 4/3 
Stopends ... ate te /9 /10 /il i/- 1/2 
Angles Sen See. ie 2/5 2/8 2/iL 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles oks wie te8e 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/ik 4/3 
Union Clips oe 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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Floors that are not free from risk of 
dry rot or woodworm attacks, from sub-floor 


draughts and cold air currents, are out-dated. 


Marley thermoplastic tiles on a solid 
concrete sub-floor suffer from none of these 
risks and help the balance of payment by 


cutting unnecessary imports. 


IN FACT, Marley tiles on a concrete 
sub-floor represents a fine investment that 


can be made in any type of building. 


MARLEY 


The Marley Tile Company Ltd. Riverhead, London Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. Tel: Sevenoaks 2251 
London Showrooms (Floor Tiles) at Alfred Goslett & Co. Ltd., 127/131 Charing Cross Road, W.C.1. Tel: Gerrard 7890 


ock o” the walk 
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NORAL Industrial Sheet 


gives you all these advantages 


CUTS MAINTENANCE COSTS 


Noral Industrial Sheet has a very much longer 
life than most of the alternative materials. It 
needs no painting and so saves maintenance. 
Other costs are cut through cheaper transport and 
erection, ease of repair if the need arises, anda 
high scrap value should the building ever be 
structurally altered or demolished. On large 
structures particularly, these savings can be 
very substantial. 


GREAT DURABILITY 


Noral Industrial Sheet is generally used_un- 
painted. It has a high resistance to corrosive 
attack, particularly by sea air, and by most 
industrial fumes. 


DESIGNED FOR STRENGTH 


Maintenance parties can walk on Noral In- 
dustrial Sheet in perfect safety, even when 
supporting purlins are spaced 9’ apart— because 















the profile is specially designed for strength. 
Not the least liable to damage in handling during 
erection, or from frost. 


LIGHTNESS 


The weight of a laid square in 20 S.W.G. 
material can be as low as 75 lb. This means 
lower transport charges, faster erection and 
lower deadweight. 


REFLECTS RADIANT HEAT 


The bright metal surface forms a barrier to 
radiant heat, so temperature remains equable 
inside *buildings roofed with Noral Sheet. 


NON-INFLAMMABLE 


The metal needs no protective coating that 
might support combustion. 


RANGE OF SIZES 


5, 6 or 7 whole pitches (263”, 31}”, or 36?” wide over- 
all). Standard sheet thickness 20 and 22 S.W.G. 
In Standard lengths, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 ft. Other 
lengths from 4-12 ft. subject to special enquiry. 


Write today for a free copy of our booklet “ Noral 
Corrugated Sheets’? to Sales Development Division, 
Northern Aluminium Company, Banbury, Oxon. 





COMPANY LIMITED 


SALES DEVELOPMENT DIVISION: BANBURY, OXON, 
SALES OFFICES: LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, MANCHESTER, 
BRISTOL, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, LEEDS. 


An ALUMINIUM LIMITED Company 





“<NORAL- 























INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING LTD., MELLIER HOUSE, ALBEMARLE STREET, LONDON, W.I + JOHN BLAND 

& CO. LTD., EAST MOORS, CARDIFF THE BODDY ROOFING CO. LTD., 81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.I 

W. H. HEYWOOD & CO. LTD., BAYHALL WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD + MANCHESTER SLATE CO. LTD., 
LANCASTER ROAD, DIDSBURY, MANCHESTER, 20. 


ACCREDITED 
ROOFING AGENTS 
(Head Offices) 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 
Ze & 
lron—Staffordshire Crown reac omy ase <n aie 
Mild Steel Bars i ‘a sae ea 37 17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops 39 5 0 


Ex Merchant’s 

Stock per ton 

Two-ton lots 
s. d. 


Soft sheets C.R. anh due A.— 


20 gauge ... : a oe aad ace on £46 

24 gauge ... ‘i “ie ses ia aaa ave 496 

26 gauge ... “ae an @e 2-6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 fe to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... se “ae = sae Oo 

24 gauge ... ee sae ees aS ie «<< os 0 

26 gauge tae a <a seer Oo 
Galvanised Flat sheets c. R. and Chim 

O gauge ... ees dis eee wd. ew © 

24 gauge ... ate rhe oe an oa a S672 OO 

26 gauge ... tre cas +h Eee was 2 6 SS TS 


PLuMBERS’ Brass WorkK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. tin. Zin. lin. Ifin. Idin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks aeons 
head for iron ‘ 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. withtwo unions forlead 85/- a 223/9 400/- 529/- 1178/- 


Double nut boiler screws ... 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 65/- 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union — lead to 
iron aie «- 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 7T1/- 138/9 
1jin. Idin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws re ... 28/6 34/9 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves ... vie a 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 


64/- 
‘1k xX 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 X 71lb. 3 x 7 1b. 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 


screws aca we MEDS 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap ‘do. 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder o.¢ 

Plumbers’ ies bes ee : > m 3.3 

Tinmen’s dea waa cua “ad ite BA ae 4 0 

Blow pipe . 4 1 


Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 273d. ‘per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 2 

in. x 19 gauge cae’ See Total per lb. 393 
-? pS ae os Se s am 384 
mex: 180 4 sk oe - ‘ 363 
He ae es ee. is * 364 
ni OCnsy A. 4 * iH 364 

n. X 17 10} a 37% 
Rolled Copper ‘Sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ « ¢€ 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 296 5 0 


Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. "i 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. ae 612 9 

Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge ant manufactur- 
ing extras ee =perlb. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES | 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


ae 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and aes per ton 133 10 0 
Lead Water Pipeincoils... ate ro 134 15 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. aa a 136 5 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. oss wie ve: is 6S @ 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 3 i 136 5 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities _— 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton per cwt 2 0 
3cwt. do. a. ae are ee one is 4 0 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. * A. 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra wey to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. ; 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on —_ perton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. Ke 44-3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ase es % 9 6 
do. Fine do. do. ae oe 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads... ie ea “a 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime - as dus aa eat i Siz 6 
Lump Lime ¥ 3...2..9 
White Keen’s or Pasian Cement in 1-ton loads . Re 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian.Cement in 1-ton loads ... s 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads poe ea ris a oS 
Hair .. percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board fin. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site... per yd. 2 is 
1,200 yds. ps 1 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site Bea - = tus 
1,200 yds. . cad aes ea mee a i 2 43 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £64 
Ceiling Distemper ... sie eee eee eo. percwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper aa aad nae ive ‘ 512 0 
Gloss Paint ... « peek 26 
Snowcem cement paint (in Tl cwt. drums) — - percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 = lots in 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 3 00 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg eS percwt. 6 14 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg = 2 0 
Size XD quality, 28 lb... per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra «.. per gal. ll 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. aaa pen ped 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra a as 5 $} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. Pee a 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... én we 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) a oe daa a 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) oe See eee per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper aaa pas pa +» per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... aan «. pergal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. re sab pee BS 115 0 
Hard po Oak for Inside cae sae and “a 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aa maa “a oa 22 6 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. an aa ‘aa i a. 4.9 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... can ee nth - 210 O 
Front Door Varnish aaa “ae ‘de ae a 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... = san was are a 110 0 
Black Japan sea was ve maa aaa “ 3 3-6 
Brunswick Black ... Pe pet sé uaa ais 1 g 0 
Berlin Black Pan “I aha a kaa = 1 0 
Terebene as ‘ie as a “a 536 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) at aa ‘des a 20 0 
French and Brush Polish (do.)_... aia “a a 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 54 
24 Oz. »” ” ” ” ” ” eee 7t 
a ~~ *  » a * 2 » eos 9t 
” ” ” ” eee 1 0 
re Aon “Rolled Plate. Pes a oe ‘om 9 
fein. and tin. Roug gh Cast << 1 0 
in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 
White ... au eee 9 
do. Standard Tints : saa ia aks aa 1 43 
do. Special Tints ee aa a ai was 29 
¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and a aa “<i pe 25 
2 in. Wired Cast ... 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 23 
aie Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 53 X 5} X 3f in. ... ma aa aa aa y a 
P.B.3 7 x 7} X 34 in. ... a a peas wie 42 
P.B.32 7% x 7% X 34 in. .. 42 
Radiused sana iene to match up ’ with— 
-B.2 “<4 $3 
P.B:3 6 9 
P.B.32 - ana =e ia 6 9 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. "Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ae os eae ler 
ae a % 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
casKinen tS * 45 ft. sup. oe 
ice tage ee Ee 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates onietne 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one i or 135 in. 
both ways 4 
Not pontine A 180 ft. sup., or ‘ditto . ian pee pe ae 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . as ret 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on enetaiines. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. s. d. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. roe de na aa 3,000 4 
24 oz. ,, pa ae Eres aan aw. 2000 53 
- - ia % daa seo im te 2,000 4 
“es abe ea 

rf - "Rolled Plate 1,000 7 
tin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 1k 
¢ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, _Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... % 1,000 - 
# in. and hi in. Rolled Plate or Rough om ane 2,000 1 
+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... “os 2,000 1 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast “ cee eee 2, 000 1 
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SM vam sittiletan 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 




























































































































































aan can i" KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. a. : 
ravon .. seat ; ee RUT Se i i I rae atl 
Aberdare .... A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 \ Shrewsbury M.B. 
Abergavenny A Craftsmen ... ety are 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/7 ittingbourne 
i m Sk U.D. 
pon el mS eee eee ae 3/24 3/2 oem og 
Addlestone . saci , Sleaford U.D. 
Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. 
nahn Westies a WORRIED ccscsccecessiteescrosere A2 Felixstowe LOGO cisticcaucctsaanroon A2 ee ee 
prose % UD "7 ok Burnham-on-Crouch . A2 Filey U.D. RN | cbc tical cusaeeeeueasoneein A Sitka 
ae Bey BUrMley — ........2+.ncveseeseesee A Fleetwood soos Lyneham (Devon) . --A2 | Somerset, County of ....4 
peter eeeeebens “a — on-Trent C.B. ......A BUG 06. 2.. woe Macclesfield A : 2 ol 
Altrincham A accieshe : +f + Southampton ...............06 A 
Amb! . “Al ee ee Folkestone Maidenhead Al Southend-on-Sea Dist 4 
Amersham. AL Bury Si Edmunds...........Al | Frinton ... vs Maidstone AL | Southport. cescevccee-- Ae 
e a oa AR a aaa At FOME — ooeerserercerseeeeeeeres altby —.....--0 A | South Shields C.B............. A 
—— oe Byfleet .......sscseeeeeeeeerees Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon re -. scl Spalding U.D. .... "A2 
RSMIREW sins. oiknisanthn shitter A2 Calder Valley Gateshead ............ oA Malvern U.D.. Al Stafford M.B.... A 
PE ARES A2 Cambridge .. Gillingham (Kent).. : Manchester ............sssse000 A Staines ............ A 
SE LER OSES A2 Cannock U.D. . HOSSOP _.......-2-00+ ones Manningtree ..... Al Stamford M.B. . oan 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury a NON sccenceracenersusrers Mansfield M.B. eA SNAMAOUMNIEN ccc cvccissecustes A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... OO a A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae March ..........0006 -A2 BUGVODRMN, Figs sgcaestocsccses de A 
Ashford (Kent).......... wile Cardiganshire, County of tA2 ye — sapeceensesaveresd - ae ang lElaee yecseres ner me Stockport serene A 
Ashford (Middlesex) ee MED sonbacecnnpecencevelbtodeel oole M.B..... sees arket Marboroug tockton R.D. ..... “a 
ee AES ie Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tha SIORBONE 6 o50 .<0000 pace Marypolt .........seeeesseeeeeees A Stockton-on-Tees ..... A 
PORE she snnonssvecaarneostark Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B.. A Matlock U.D. .. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. .........A 
Ashton-under-Lyne 6 ES A Gravesend ....... oon Melksham .......... -A2 Stoke Orchard ......... Al 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford Sole Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ............ A2 Stourbridge M.B. ay“ 
Atherstone R.D. (partsof) A Caterham ............. oak. Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D....... Stourport U.D. ... roe 
GMET Foc ro>secesthassvents A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . ae Grimsby R.D.{remainder) A2 Merthyr «.........sss000+ sees Stowmarket ...........:.0006- Al 
Aylesby (Yorks) . ie Charmy Down ...... wr Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough Ae Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
EE SS i Rs REE Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough..... Al Middleton ...... . Sunderland District ......... A 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. wie Guiseley ....... ae Middlewich ...... ae Sunningdale ............0..++. Al 
io Gn ‘a2 Cackmetord DES see Halesowen M.B. A FS emcee ge es Sutton ‘Coldfield MB.) A 
pita cme tenham .. oe ifax .. A | Morecambe ...... sees EEREL. csp anciiowcnsavacana 
emese’ | Castie UD. ae Sau. Al Halgeend oe Morley ....... tee Swanage ..... Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. .. at ew - Haresfield ... as anced A Swansea A 
Sen A Heoen ees ester ........ : Harlow ........ A MIRWICDD cicnscsdeesctedencscaces windon ..... 
nn A Ps on Chesterfield M. A Harpenden .. aco MINOR osc ni sasenadavee es Swinton U.D. ... A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chesterfield R.D....... A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D. Tamworth M.B. sens 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool A INSWDUTY © 3..5.000cccsesceseer Tenterden ........ ner 
MONG os osascssahscdspsinanseniie A Chichester .........-.-ses00 A2 Harwich ..... eA Newcastle-on-Tyne ......... Tewkesbury ..... «soil 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere ... ..A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven re: 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... ‘ ham Within and Harden- Hastings ......... Be 3 New Forest District ......... Al Thetford ........... ae 
Basingstoke Ree Al en TAR ere A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .... mer Newmarket .......... Pe | Thorpe ta wey 
"ss apali rr Chorley A Haywards Heath . ie Newport, Mon. ... eae Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
wey Clacton ....... Al Hemel Hempstead . pascskessaca Newport Pagnell .. ---A2 » Northof, to Billericay A 
Al Cleethorpes .. oA Henley-on-Thames A2 Newton Abbot ........:.+0+++ Al UAIY: sist piceneoariienoeagees A 
Al Clevedon .. Al OS eee A2 Northallerton Dist. wieght Todmorden . mee 
ere Cleveleys ..... A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B...... A Tonbridge ... a 
aa Clitheroe ........ or. PITT: A2 North Shields...... A Torquay ...... a * 
Coalville U.D. . A Hertford ..... tae Norton Radstock .. Al Totnes ols eT 
ores Cobham (Surrey)... A Hexham U.D Norwich A Trowbrid A2 
we WV.. onee INOTWICD = csccsersecee TOWOTIGZES —.... enon oes 
a Colchester ....... A Heysham .......... ey Nottingham C.B. A Tunbridge Wells . : 
mrt on — . +] = rate sos “s Nuneaton M.B.... A Tynemouth C.B. ...........000+ A 
A rh orton Ml er Highworth ......... 4 Oakham _ U.D. A2 Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 
rf — ae ae Her gl U.D.. ae — 2 Uttoxeter U.D. ......, ne 
esece ace seeeeee wee ngar p™ - 
COMWAY .....22.0c028000- Al Hoddesdon .. eS Wakefield aw 
A | Cornwall, County of....-tA2 | Horley... Cee ie oR | Wale 8... A 
Berkhamsted ok Coventry C.B, ....sesecrecss000 A Horsham Cedi cele an. A Walsall C.B. once 
Berrington ......... Al Cranbrook ...... A2 Horwich ..... Oxted Woe Al Walsden ......... A 
Berwick District.. ae? ee Tee. "7 ie Huddersfield Paignton Al Seer nee a "4 
rawiey ussex oo TEE ccnsscedococeseasscsssesccnoalk i 2 or BTS cacccccecccccccces eeee 
ae oil cements ie a apa a aesasnnl Peterborough hm < Warminster A2 
Biggleswade .A2 Cromer .......++ Al Huntingdon (Staffs) k Pickeriz 3 Warrington .... A 
ane A Crowborough ey | Ilkle MMOTING  scccccscscoes Warwick M.B. . A 
— eT CME tenes tae 7 Fiymouth  .... A | Wellington U.D. A 
HNNNg, oe sesesanseee 5 é ngatestohe * Pontefract .............3 Wells (Norfolk) 2 
Billingham U.D... A Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Ipswich ........ ay Pontypridd District A Ww 
; istri , ; " CLWYTM oes eeeseeeee A 
Bilsthorpe  ..... A Darlington District . ee Isle of Sheppey a Parntshesd ........... any? Wel Pi caneg 4 
Birchington -A2 ee si Isle of Thanet... Portland Stoneyards .. a We ~ ar. bch” se 
Birkenhead ....... ae Ce Ee .A2 Isle of Wight ... se Pananonh ee x aoa oo ewraa 
+ sea ote ag 7 ee — a” BREOW PAB. ...cccnepsccnsenss A Port Talbot . a Westcliff-on-Sea ........... ie if 
Bishop's id ak et glace ar ma OMIA vsccaecsacsscvatysess A — tees Westerham .......... AL 
SE eee eal Devon, County of .........$A2 Kendal .:............+. <a ery Weston-super-Mare .........Al 
Blackburn me Dewsbury A Kenilworth U.D. . eS rough. Weybridge ............ oe | 
Blackpool _..... i a ict tlesg Ap aa  d ama? A2 Kettering M.B. .... mY Radnorshire, County of }$A2 Weymouth .. Al 
Blackwell R.D. sei itek: eh oes "A2 Keynsham .......... ay PRPAMEANG. . sosscoccssencsssccess A2 WV IEDY CBD: oicasiccsesssoante Al 
Blaydon U.D. i ‘AC | Kidderminster M.B A | Rayleigh .... UA | Whitstable and District 77a2 
Blidworth ........ ne Dorking “ ar King’s Lynn ...... Al Reading sual Ce ae ee: A 
Blyth........... cok Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell ee Redcar B. .. A Widnes ..... wee 
Bognor Regis... A2 |/ ing Poole, Swanage and ee gama Al Redditch U.D. ........ el | Wigan .. ery 
Boldon U.D. .. ee Wimborne Al)............ A2 BEND cccvsccscs re sal Redhill and Reigate ......... A Wigton ...... er: | 
Bolsover U.D. A Dover A2 Knaresborough U.D.. a Ripon 374 i.tAiw<. A3 Willington ae 
ihes ak omesoutt an Knowle ...........00. wy Rochdale i Wilmslow ..........++ wee * 
eS een ae Al Driffield U.D. 1 Lancaster .......... A Rochester ... Al wae County of -$A2 
Bournemouth District ......A Droitwich M.B. 1 Leamington M. B A Rotherham .... asssdh be war sseunoe . Al 
Bracknell ............0- A2 Dudley M.B. Joh Leatherhead ey Rugby M.B. sic bn OTMETE 2.5 .cscc00 ae | 
Bradford A Dunstable .. we A Saffron Walden .A2 wee and Eton . rae 
ee mang _ Durham City .. ooh on = — ro Witham seeeeceveccocene At 
raintree : 5 t. Helens . cocehy | . WWitham “........0cvee EG 
Breconshire, County of...$A2 mompounes Mon Vai we AL St. Neots........... AZ foe mute aie 
RS EE onnenonseoveerso A2 | East Grinstead  District...A2 --A2 | Sallgbury | City..,.. ore ee is ee 7 
=e a ve Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... 7 --A | Salisbury Plain .-A2 oe = alae 
ridlington ... ae Ebbw Vale & District *% me Sawbridgeworth ... eA WwW ter CB: 
Brierfield ...... oot. |, Speen eens .A2 mundham ey Orcester : 
Brigh A Edenbridge ........... -A2 = Scarb h A Workington 
righouse ... ae Ely ‘A2 woke rboroug Se Wotkeon MB. 
— soe -* an. Sie ena ay << —: ae Worthing 
ristol ...... ia a a i Siete risteeeecssrsees 
Broadstairs ............ A2 ECCT cccccccccccccseccccccccece A Cis, nS aAL Wrexham (incl. A 
—s_ er * Fakenhan .......... peien cursed A2 7 Sheerness ... A2 ev seeeeeeees sere Al 
Te aR ES A | Falmouth . , Loughborough M.B.. a Sheffield ..... vio: Lane sasreenveveneeenecey vA 
ete Ee (Cheshire) ......A Fareham ... Louth M.B. .......006. A2 Shipley .......... eee ym« +-A2 
PEE bisestussssebnesncsonise A Faversham Face  sudpieesvnaaaseocetad A Shoeburyness .............00006 A SOME, cexcensss sek pasbesibeate > A 














*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. t Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s Rates.—In all districts ey tag the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per h 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 239 ° 
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ASBES TUME 


em 


” ASBESTUMEN N 
V : 


Mien 7, 
Pa | \ - 

% Converts Rust into a Rust Preventive Base. A RY 2 973 Ay Tr UM M E N ¥ 

3% Ensures painting on Rust Free metal. 

% Simple and Economical application by brush or 

spray. 

%& Increases bond between paint and metal on 

iron, steel, aluminium and zinc. 


% Reduces cost of mechanical cleaning combined 
with effective corrosion protection. 


FERRO-BETOL LTD., WESTERHAM, KENT 


Telephone : Westerham 3103 


KENRICK 
BUILDERS’ IRONMONGERY 


No. 1 DOOR FURNITURE 
Dull black oval knob, drilled 
through spindle (Oval Furni- 
ture, Rim, Latch, Mortice). 




























ASB 


RP 
BITUMEN ASBESTOS WATE 


IN CARTRIDE 







ROOFING COMPO 


















Applied by the 
EXPANDITE 
GUN eee 


Roof lap joints in asbestos — 
cement and corrugated iron, 
the joints in prefabricated 

buildings, gutters, down pipes 
and rooflights are best sealed 
with ASBESTUMEN. 

ASBESTUMEN is packed 

in ‘cellophane’ wrapped car- 

tridges for clean, swift neat 
and effective application 
by the Expandite Hand 

a Air Pressure Gun. Full 

i” technical data available 

from suppliers and 


No. 60 
POSTAL HANDLE 
in Mazak alloy, 
finished Berlin Black 
or Florentine Bronzed. 








No. 899 CASEMENT STAY, (Ashe’s Pattern) 


ss adiestila oerecil aw Gita, ‘eihsitia Rec tindh. : : rE xX PA ND | TE 


The articles illustrated. are typical of the fine 
e construction which distinguishes every item in LIMITED 





GUARANTEED 


the series. Other Kenrick specialities include door 


Lf E | R ic K chains, latches, clothes pole brackets, sash fasteners, 


3-40) 0101 en 6 drawer-pulls, castors, pulleys, etc. 


/ out work ARCHIBALD KENRICK & SONS LTD., WEST BROMWICH, STAFFS. 





‘Ach . and ‘Exp dite’ 


are vaginas Trade marks 


CHASE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.10 ELGar 4321 (10 lines) 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
CONSULT 


HOPE'S 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot, lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 


Kee 


xe 





HOPE’S“NO FINES” SUBFRAME 
completely frames and weathers the concrete 


opening, provides wider views for the tenants, 
and is a contrasting feature to the wall texture. 





Designed for City of Birmingham multi-storey flats 
now being built in Wimpey ‘No Fines” Construction. 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler, F.R.I.B.A., City Architect. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W. 1 


MEMBER OF METAL WINDOW X MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
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THE BUILDER 


Housing Problems of Our Industrial Towns 
ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE PAPER 


THE various measures which might be 
taken with older houses was referred to 
by Mr. F. G.-SuGDEN, DPA, chief sanitary 
inspector, Morley, when he read a paper 
entitled ““Some Housing Problems of Our 
Industrial Towns” at the sessional meeting 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute at Morley. 


On the subject of clearance, he said the 
selection of the older types of back-to-back 
houses and single back houses for demolli- 
tion represented no difficulty whatever. On 
their structural condition alone this was the 
only action which could be taken. These 
were the houses with which health depart- 
ments had been struggling for the past ten 
years to keep even reasonably wind-proof 
and weather proof. Any attempt at recon- 
ditioning would be almost equivalent to re- 
building and would, in his opinion, be a 
waste of national resources. The clearance 
area. machinery had been well tried and 
tested and was quite adequate to the task, 
and this again represents no difficulty. In 
fact the only real difficulty was the magni- 
tude of the task in our industrial towns. The 
rate of progress, he said, must inevitably 
be related to the rate of new house building 
and, if the present system of house building 
allocations by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government was to continue, it 
seemed obvious that the allocations made to 
local authorities would have to bear some 
reference to the size of their slum clearance 
problem. He continued: 

Those houses of the single back type 
which are not amongst the oldest and in 
which the fabric is moderately good will 
probably have to follow in a second phase 
of the clearance programme, unless in the 
meantime owners are prepared to put for- 
ward extensive schemes for reconditioning 
either with or without the assistance of im- 
provement grants. 

It is to be hoped that in our post-war 
clearance work more use will be made of the 
power to make compulsory purchase orders 
so that the cleared sites can be properly 
redeveloped. This can have the advantage 
of economising in the use of agricultural 
land, it will enable some families to be re- 
housed in the areas from which they came 
and prevent the eyesores so often associated 
with pre-war clearance. 


DEFERRED DEMOLITION 


It is not proposed to say much on this 
subject except to make the general observa- 
tion that few local authorities seem to show 
any enthusiasm at the prospect of becoming 
owners of clearance property, even for short 
periods. Much will depend upon the attitude 
of the Minister when local authorities sub- 
mit their proposals to him. It seems certain 
that most northern industrial areas will have 
clearance programmes too large to be dealt 
with in five years or even ten years, and it 
may be that the Minister will insist upon 
such authorities including schemes for the 
acquisition of unfit properties for temporary 
repair and deferred demolition in their pro- 
posals. If this does happen, it may pay Iccal 
authorities to concentrate more of their 
endeavours on clearance to avoid having to 
take over these unfit properties. 

Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, which 
empowers the local authority to require the 
repair of unfit houses, has always proved 
difficult to use widely in our West Riding 


industrial towns. Any notice served under 
the section, in addition to specifying the 
works required, must state that these works 
will render the house fit for human habita- 
tion. Many authorities have felt that ihis 
has precluded its use in connection with 
back-to-back houses, and thus, in many 
areas, local authorities have been unable 
to take full advantage of the powers given 
by this section. In such areas, the Public 
Health Act powers have, of course, been 
used instead, but it does seem unfortunate 
that an enactment aimed at enforcing the 
repair of houses should be incapable of being 
applied to all houses. 

Where section 9 of the Housing Act does 
apply, it allows only for the remedying of 
disrepair and for bringing property up to a 
fairly low minimum standard of accom- 
modation. In the past, more extensive re- 
conditioning work has usually been the re- 
sult of proposals put forward by owners in 
response to notices from local authorities 
of their intention to consider the making 
of individual demolition orders, and a pos- 
sible future development of this may well be 
the integration of improvement grants with 
this type of reconditioning work. 

It is important that local authorities should 
not allow themselves to concentrate upon 
the work of slum clearance to the detriment 
of their duties for enforcing the repair of 
other houses, or they may find their progress 
on the one hand nullified by the appear- 
ance of further unfit houses on the other. 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


We have seen already that some of our 
problems are connected with houses which, 
though sub-standard at present, are capable 
of being repaired and modernised to pro- 
vide reasonable dwellings for some years to 
come. It may be that the problem here 
is financial rather than technical and the 
use of improvement grants to assist owners 
to carry out modernisation may provide the 
incentive to get this work going. 

A suggestion has already been made that 
groups of back-to-back houses of the better 
type might be converted into through houses. 
In order that some idea might be gained 
of the practicability of this suggestion and to 
provide a basis for a discussion of the prob- 
lem to-day, our borough housing director 
(Mr. M. H. Brook, ARIBA) has prepared 
schemes for converting houses of this type 
and provided approximate figures of the cost 
of the work. Three schemes have been con- 
sidered. In the first, the cheapest possible 
scheme has been prepared, consisting essen- 
tially of making an opening between the two 
houses, taking out one of the two staircases 
and providing a bathroom with an internal 
water closet. The cost of this work is 
approximately £250. An improved scheme 
with a better internal arrangement can be 
achieved for £300. The additional works in- 
volved include the removal of both stair- 
cases and their replacement by one more 
conveniently sited, and a change in the posi- 
tion of one of the external doors. This 
house would provide two double bedrooms 
and one single bedroom. By a re-arrange- 
ment of the bedrooms, three double bed- 
rooms can be made available, but this would 
bring the total cost up to £325. 

For the purpose of considering the econo- 
mics of these proposals, it is intended to 
discuss the cheapest of these schemes. An 
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owner is likely to want to receive as a final 
rent something near to the total rent of both 
original houses along with a reasonable 
return on the cost of conversion. The pre- 
sent net rent of the houses being considered 
is 5s. per week so that we begin with a figure 
of 10s. to which must be added eight per 
cent. of the conversion cost borne by the 
owner. Assuming that half the cost is pro- 
vided by means of improvement grant and 
half borne by the owner, this would result 
in the addition of a further 3s. 104d. to the 
rent, making a total net rent of 13s. 104d. 
This figure is exclusive of rates and I under- 
stand that the new rateable value would be 
at least equal to a combination of the two 
present rateable values. On this basis, a 
further 8s. must be added, making an in- 
clusive weekly figure for rent and rates of 
21s. 104d. Whilst rather high, this still com- 
pares favourably with the rents of post-war 
houses and converted flats and would provide 
accommodation somewhere approaching the 
same standard. 


FUTURE NEEDS 

Factors which would require considera- 
tion in schemes of this kind include the 
question whether, as the housing shortage 
becomes less acute, such converted houses 
would be able to continue to attract this 
relatively high rent, and whether, in view of 
present trends towards an ageing population 
and smaller family units, there is likely to be 
a need for so many houses as large as these 
would be. 

Some of the later and better constructed 
single type houses may also be capable of 
improvement and modernisation. An ex- 
ample of what can be done was shown in 
1939 when a local owner acquired two rows 
of houses of this type. At the rear of the 
houses a brick lean-to was erected the whole 
length of each block and in this addition 
each house was provided with a reasonable 
sized scullery, a larder and a bathroom 
with internal water closet. Each house now 
has a back door and the space at the rear 
was utilised to form a back garden. The 
whole of the original structure was repaired 
and new fireplaces and fixture cupboards 
fitted. Fifteen years have elapsed since this 
work was done, but the houses are still pro- 
viding a better standard of accommodation 
than that enjoyed by the occupants of most 
of the working-class houses of the town. 
It may be that other owners will be prepared 
to seek improvement grants to follow this 
example rather’ than see their houses become 
the clearance areas of the future. 

Another field for the use of the improve- 
ment grant procedure are those houses 
which, though fit by the standards of the 
Housing Acts, are lacking in modern ameni- 
ties. These are the type of houses for which 
improvement grants were essentially in- 
tended, and it is a matter for regret that such 
little use has been made of them so far. It 
is to be hoped that the relaxation of the 
fairly rigid standards operating previously 
wy, lead to more applications coming for- 
ward. 


NEW ABATTOIR, BIRMINGHAM 


Efforts are to be made to hasten the build- 
ing of a new Corporation abattoir at Castle 
Bromwich envisaged in the Birmingham 
Development Plan. Its cost is estimated by 
Councillor T. Paton, chairman of the 
Markets and Fairs Committee, at between 
£2m. and £3m. The committee has decided 
to ask for a conference with the Public 
Works Committee to urge that the abattoir 
scheme be given an early place in the 
development programme. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


PLUMBERS’ SCHOLARSHIP 


The Worshipful Company of Plumbers 
has announced that its travelling scholarship 
has been awarded to Mr. D. M. D. McMillan 
(aged 25) of 1, Balcarres-street, Edinburgh 
10, Scotland, and Mr. G. G. Broom (aged 26) 
of 28, New-road, Woodston, Peterborough. 
They are to start on their five weeks tour of 
study at the end of August. 


GOLDEN LANE HOUSING 


The contractors for foundations and sub- 
structures in connection with the Golden 
Lane housing scheme, Finsbury, for the erec- 
tion of 340 flats and maisonettes, are Griggs 
and Son, Ltd. A model of the scheme, which 
was designed by Mr. Geoffry Powell, 
ARIBA, of Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, 
was illustrated in our last week’s issue. 


THE LATE MR. P. H. WILSON, OBE 


Mr. Percy Hutchinson Wilson, deputy 
managing director of the Stanton Ironworks 
Co., Ltd., died suddenly on July 25 in his 
69th year. He joined the Stanton Ironworks 
Co., Ltd., in 1919 as foundry general mana- 
ger, was appointed assistant managing direc- 
tor (technical) in 1940, and three years later 
deputy managing director. 


DERATING DECISION 

The executive council of the County Coun- 
cils Association, at their meeting in London 
on July 28, decided to ask the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government to introduce 
legislation to repeal the derating of industrial 
and freight transport property and to restore 
the rating of agricultural property on a basis 
of 25 per cent. of net annual value. 


HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS 


In connection with the granting of the 
Royal Assent to the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Act, 1954, on July 30, the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government have issued 
two explanatory booklets. They are: “The 
New Act—Repairs and Rents, Questions and 
Answers for Tenant and Landlord,” and 
“Grants for Improvements and Coarversions, 
What they are and how to get them.” They 
are published by HMSO, price 4d. each. 


CEMENT PRODUCTION IN 1953 


Some details of the activities of the Blue 
Circle Group of Companies during 1953 are 
given in a 32-page booklet sent to all em- 
ployees and the Group’s 33,000 shareholders. 
Deliveries. of cement during 1953 totalled 
8,782,853 tons, including just over 1,500,000 
tons made by the overseas works. Produc- 
tion would have been at least 50,000 tons 
higher but for the East Coast floods, which 
damaged four Thames-side works. It is esti- 
mated that at least one-third of the home 
trade deliveries were for building houses and 
flats. 

MODEL ENGINEERING 

Architectural models are again competing 
for the National Awards made each year at 
“The Model Engineer” Exhibition which 
is being held from August 18-28, at the New 
Horticultural Hall, Westminster. HRH 
Prince Bernhard of The Netherlands has 
graciously consented to perform the open- 
ing ceremony. A photograph in the Radio 
Times of Herstmonceux Castle, the new 
home of the Royal Observatory, prompted a 
retired civil servant to make a 3/66 in. scale 


model from scrapped pieces of Lignum- - 


Vitae Wood. A model of Greensted Church, 
Chipping Ongar, Essex, reproduces the only 
church in the country in which the side walls 


. about the application. 
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consist of the trunks of oak trees split down 
the centre and roughly hewn; while another 
model - depicts The Tour of Cordouan, a 
lighthouse off the coast of France. 


BRANDED HARDWARE 

The fourth edition of their Directory of 
Branded Hardware has been published by 
Morgan Bros. (Publishers), Ltd., proprietors 
of “The Ironmonger,” of 28, Essex-street, 
Strand, WC2. A numerical list is devoted 
to the products of manufacturers who use 
numbers instead of brand names. 


FIBRE BUILDING BOARDS 

A revised edition of “Fibre Building 
Boards” has been published by the Fibre 
Building Board Development Organisation, 
Ltd. This handbook now contains examples 
of applications of their boards to tradi- 
tional and factory built houses. Copies, price 
5s. 6d. from the Organisation at Melbourne 
House, WC2. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Duty-free Licensing of Machinery 


IN A WRITTEN ANSWER to a Parliamentary 
question on July 29, the President of the 
Board of Trade announced that, in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the Re- 
port of the Committee on the Duty-Free 
Entry of Machinery, the Government de- 
cided to resume as from August 4, 1954, the 
duty-free licensing of machinery under Sec- 
tion 10 of the Finance Act, 1932. This de- 
cision will apply to all machinery which has 
not been delivered from Customs charge 
before August 4 provided that the applicant 
must, before delivery of the machinery from 
Customs charge, (a) ensure that an appli- 
cation for a duty-free licence is received 
by the Board of Trade (b) inform Customs 
Applications, which 
may be lodged forthwith, should be 
addressed to I.M. 1 Division, Board of Trade, 
Horse Guards-avenue, London, SW1, from 
whom application forms and full instruc- 
tions can now be obtained. 








ENTO 


TIMBER FLUID 





NO BETTER PRODUCT ON SALE TODAY 
Rentokil Timber Fluid kills beetle, egg and grub 
and successfully prevents all future attack. Use 
the proven insecticide and be free of wood- 
worm. For specialist advice or identification of 
specimens, call or ‘phone 

Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre (B), 

23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 

Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 

RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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TRADE NEWS 


PICTORIAL SURVEY 


A pictorial survey of the activities of 
British Paints (Holdings), Ltd., Portland- 
road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2, has been 
produced by the firm, and shows the growth 
of the organisation in this country and 
abroad. 


DOMESTIC SCIENCE CLASSROOMS 


Domestic science and housecraft is to-day 
an integral part of the curriculum in schools 
for girls, and the Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, SW1, have issued a booklet, “The 
Planning and Equipping of Domestic Science 
Classrooms,” in which advice on layout is 
combined with information about the gas 
appliances best suited to this work. 


DRAINAGE IRONWORK 


Technical data of their drainage iron- 
work in the form of detailed drawings and 
illustrations have been published by Broads 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 4, South Wharf, 
Paddington, W2. Entitled “Covers and 
Gratings for All Purposes,” the booklet pro- 
vides information on their dimensions and 
design, as well as the technical service depart- 
ment provided by the firm. 


ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


An informative booklet has been produced 
by Head Wrightson Aluminium, Ltd., Tees- 
dale Ironworks, Thornaby-on-Tees, illustrat- 
ing the use of alluminium alloys in structural 
engineering. Among the applications shown 
are movable bridges, crane jibs, hangar 
doors at London Airport and various build- 
ing structures. The front cover of the book- 
let consists of an impressed aluminium sheet 
supplied by the British Aluminium Co., Ltd. 


ELECTRIC RADIATORS 


The production of a 2-kilowatt model E 420 
electric radiator in place of their existing 
model E 424 has been announced by Dim- 
plex, Ltd., Totton, Southampton, Hants. 
This thermostatically-controlled permanently 
oil-filled electric radiator can be plugged into 
any suitable power point, and does not re- 
quire any topping-up or replenishment. As 
the oil is sealed, this overcomes the problem 
of fumes. The company has also announced 
that pink has been added to the colour 
range of all their radiators, though black has 
been withdrawn. Interchangeable feet or 
castor wheels can be supplied. 


EARTH-MOVING EQUIPMENT 


Brochures can now be obtained from the 
Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd., Hertford, 
Herts, on their new 34 cu. yd. dumper and 
their latest shunting tractor. The dumper 
has a hopper with a heaped capacity of 
3.7 cu. yd., and a struck capacity of 
2.9 cu. yd. Its payload is 44 tons, and a 
reinforced quarry hopper is available for 
rock loading. The four-speed gearbox gives 
a maximum forward speed of about.20 mph, 
and the dumper has an inner-track turning 
radius of 12 ft., and can be supplied with 
a Ford or Perkins engine. The shunting 
tractor has a maximum speed of about 
13 mph, and a draw bar pull of 6,000 Ib., 
and a turning circle of 16 ft. It is under- 
stood that under normal working conditions 
170 tons can be moved from standstill. A 
new power pack is in production at the 
company’s Ware factory, incorporating the 
Fordson Major Diesel engine developing 
44 bhp at 1,700 rpm. This is designed as 
a power source for industrial and general 
uses, 
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Clean right through with 


Cleaning through at the finish of a job is your 
responsibility. And there is no reason for doing 
it half-heartedly when you can use TEEPOL! 
TEEPOL, Shell’s amazingly efficient detergent, 
offers you maximum cleaning power at mini- 
mum cost. You will find it invaluable for scores 
of cleaning jobs, on every washable surface. 
TEEPOL makes all cleaning faster, easier and 
more economical. 

Please write for a free illustrated booklet which 
describes the many uses of TEEPOL. 


SHELL CHEMICALS LIMITED 


A CONTRIBUTION TO 
" IMPROVED HEALTH AND 
HYGIENE AT LOWER COST 


Divisional Sales Offices: Walter House, Bedford Street, London, W.C.2- 
Tel: Temple Bar 4455. 42 Deansgate, Manchester3. Tel: Deansgate 6451. 
Clarence Chambers, 39 Corporation St.,'Birmingham 2. Tel : Midland 6954. 
28 St. Enoch Square, Glasgow, C.1. Tel : Glasgow Central 9561. 
“TEEPOL” is a Registered Trade Mark 
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Concrete 
Mixers 


The fast mixing cycle of ‘*REX’’ 
Concrete Mixers gives more batches 
per hour... at less cost. 

There are many other sound 
reasons behind the fact that leading 
contractors use ‘‘REX’’ mixers. 
Available in sizes 34T, 5E, 5SE, 7E, 
7S, 10S, 12S, 14S and 28S. Full 


details and prices supplied on request. 





and cut your costs! 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113), 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3.  Tel.: KENsington 5151 


















A 20-GALLON DRUM OF FEBMIX ADMIX 


SAVES 
7 TONS OF LIME 


8 TONs OF “CEMENT 


@ IT COSTS YOU MONEY NOT TO USE IT @ 
it’s 







FEBMIX ADMIX [ies 
MASONRY MORTAR 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


Write for 
technical ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER 
brochure TUDOR PARADE, LONDON ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDSX. 





Phone: CHORLTON 1063 or HOUNSLOW 0082 
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WINDOW REMOTE CONTROLS 


List No. 298, published By Henry Hope 
and Sons, Ltd., Smethwick, Birmingham, 
contains data on their cable control window 
gear suitable for operating all types of venti- 
lator. The operating cable can be concealed 
if desirable, and no special subframe is 
required except for bottom-hung casements. 


CONTINUOUS BURNING FIRE 


Two new products have been introduced 
by the Associated Builders Merchants, Ltd., 
Peters Hill, Upper Thames-street, EC4. The 
first ig the “Economic” fire for continuous 
burning. This has been specially designed for 
day and night burning on an economy bud- 
get in the smaller home, and its outstanding 
features are that it is portable and adjust- 
able. It saves on installation costs since it 
needs no cementing in. It can be adjusted 
by the turn of a screw to fit the majority 
of firebacks and can be used in different 
rooms or taken out when the sweep comes. 
The second product is the ABM electric 
fire. This optional extra to the “ Economic ” 
continuous burning fire is specially designed 
to fit snugly into the fire basket and screen 
the empty grate. In this position it radiates 
from the same angle as the solid-fuel fire 
and saves cost when only intermittent heat- 
ing is required. The ABM electric fire. can 
; necessary stand independently on its own 
eet. 


LEAD-COVERED SPIRE 

The first in their new series of booklets 
on ‘“ Leadwork for Plumbers” has been 
published by the Lead Sheet and Pipe Coun- 
cil, Eagle House, Jermyn-street, SW1. This 
issue carries an interesting article on the 
lead-covered spire which is a feature of the 
new Dutch Church of Austin Friars, City 
of London, designed by Mr. Arthur Bailey, 
OBE, FRIBA, of Ansell and Bailey, archi- 
tects. The spire stands 41 ft. above the 
ridge of the main slated roof, all its exposed 
parts being covered in 6 Ib./sq. ft. milled 
lead sheet. 


FIXING FLOOR TILES 


A. Quiligotti and Co., Ltd., Milton-street, 
Plymouth-grove, Manchester 13, have intro- 
duced a new method of fixing all types of 
floor tiles which, they claim, enables them 
to guarantee the finished flooring against 
cracking. This is the result of numerous 
experiments and consideration of all prob- 
lems facing the tile fixer. By incorporating 
a clay lath between the tile bed and the 
concrete base as a separating medium they 
say they ensure that movement in the founda- 
tion such as settlement or cracking will not 
be transferred through to the finished tile 
floor. Also, additional strength is obtained 
through approximately 60 per cent. key to 
the foundation, but in a “ spotted” manner. 


ANGLO-CANADIAN MERGER 
Messrs, J. and E. Hall, Ltd., refrigerating 


engineers, of Dartford, Kent, have merged’ 


with the Linde Canadian Refrigeration Co., 
Ltd., of Montreal, Quebec. The new 
organisation operates under the title of the 
Linde Hall Canadian Refrigeration Division 
of J. and E. Hall, Ltd., and is under the 
managership of Mr. J. H. C. McGarry, 
until lately general manager of Linde 
Canadian Refrigeration Co., Ltd. with 
whom he has been associated from 1907. 
The assistant manager, Mr. J. C. E. Low- 
cock, received his specialist refrigeration 
training at J. and E. Hall’s Dartford works 
and prior to the merger was in charge of the 
refrigeration division of their Canadian 
branch. 
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TECHNICAL BROCHURE 


To assist users in the selection of the most 
suitable alloy for their particular application, 
High Duty Alloys, Ltd., Slough, Bucks., 
manufacturers of aluminium and magnesium 
alloys, have produced a brochure of technical 
data for their Hiduminium sheet and plate. 


INDUSTRIAL DOORS 


A catalogue of their “ Hoskins” shutter 
doors and sliding leaf doors for industrial 
entrances and electric lifts has been pro- 
duced by E. Pollard and Ce., Ltd., Gnome 
House, Blackhorse-lane, Walthamstow, E.17. 
It includes working details and specifica- 
tions. 


AUTOMATIC BOILER 


In our issue of July 16 reference was 
made to the A25 fully automatic boiler 
manufactured by Glow-Worm Boilers, Ltd.. 
Milford, Derby. We are informed that 
this has an output of 40 gallons per hour 
for each of 24 hours, based on two fuel- 
lings per 24 hours, and not as stated pre- 
viously. 


FLOOR RESURFACING MIX 


The inconvenience and cost of relaying 
whole floor areas which have developed 
cracks and potholes through the movement 
of heavy loads is claimed to be unnecessary 
by the Ruberoid Company, Ltd., with the use 
of their plastic compound No. 100. This is 
an emulsified bitumen compound for use in 
a mix consisting of one part cement: two 
parts clean sharp sand (passing a No. 10 
sieve): and 14 parts Ruberoid plastic com- 
pound No. 100. The floor mix will key to 
shallow potholes without any cutting out of 
the concrete, and is simply trowelled on. 
Cracked floors are treated in the same way. 


THE WINDSOR 
MOSAIC 
FLOOR 


e Seasoned Oak 

e Cheaper than any other 
Hardwood floor 

e Available now 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
Langham 2256 


and from :— 
F. Barber & Son Ltd. 
Broad & Co. Ltd., London 
R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 
J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 
Coventry Tile Co. Ltd. 
Flooring (North Staffs) Ltd. 
Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 
Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 
Jaconello Ltd. 
Leeds Floorcraft Co. 
Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 
London Flooring Co. (Reading) Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 
N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 
N. Wales Floorings 
Sherwoad Floors Ltd., Nottingham 
South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Tegula Floors Ltd. 
Walkers (Hove) Ltd. 
Wecando (Kincoln) 











Patent 
Number 
544228 
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TRACTOR CRANE IN DENMARK 


A rear-mounted crane invented by a 
Danish firm, Messrs. Th. Pedersen Auto- 
mobiler A/S, for attachment to the Ferguson 
tractor, has been directly responsible for a 
considerable saving in time on the building 
of blocks of flats and stores in Copenhagen. 








Mounted on special framework, the crane 
is evenly balanced so that it causes no strain 
on any one part of the tractor. The boom 
assembly, which is adjustable, is made of 
tubular steel and has a maximum length of 
10 ft. The crane is hydraulically-raised to 
a maximum height of 16 ft., and the cable 
runs on a rear-mounted winch capable of 
lifting up to 11} cwt. At one site in Copen- 
hagen, one of these cranes has been used on 
a building several floors high to hoist 8 cwt. 
concrete slabs from ground level. As each 
floor has been completed, tractor and crane 
have been lifted on to the floor above, from 
which position the next stage of the work 
has proceeded. The area of each floor of 
this building is 50 ft. by 150 ft. and the crane 
has enabled eight or ten men to complete 
each floor in about 17 days. 


ALL-PURPOSE DIESEL ENGINE 


An all-purpose diesel engine is being pro- 
duced by Petters, Ltd., Staines, Middlesex, 
which is interchangeable with existing 
engines in their range. It is a cold-starting, 
single-cylinder, air-cooled, four-stroke engine 
developing 14 to 24 bhp at 1,000 to 1,500 
rpm. A cyclic variation of 1/78 makes it 
particularly suitable for all generating set 
purposes. The Petter “PAZ-1,” as it is 
known, was awarded the Silver Medal at the 
recent Bath and West Agricultural Show. 


PLASTIC EMULSION COLOURS 


To illustrate some of the results of inter- 
mixing colours from the standard range of 
“ Pammastic,” the plastic emulsion coating, 
a new showcard has been produced by 
Blundell, Spence and Co., Ltd. 


It shows 60 new shades obtainable by a 
simple 50-50 mixing. However, since all 
shades of “Pammastic” are intermixable, the 
complete range of 23 standard colours pro- 
vides the means of producing any one of 
thousands of shades and tints, and the card 
merely suggests 60 shades considered to be 
of particular interest. 
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NEWS FROM SOUTH 
AFRICA 


[From Our Special Correspondent] 


Asphalt Made at Durban Oil Refinery: A 
special plant at the recently opened 
£6,000,000 Standard-Vacuum oil refinery at 
Wentworth, Durban, will produce 25,000 
tons of asphalt a year. The asphalt made at 
the refinery is in four grades of hardness, 
and tests have proved that it is equal in 
quality to imported asphalt. 


New Building for Electricity Supply Com- 
mission: Escom House, the highest building 
in Johannesburg, is to be replaced as the 
headquarters of the Electricity Supply Com- 
mission by a building half as big again as 
the present building. 

Building Societies Ensure Good Workman- 
ship: More than 75 per cent. of all new 
private homes built in the Union are financed 
by building societies, according to a state- 
ment issued by the Association of Building 
Societies of South Africa. 


Scarcity of Cement in the Cape: The 
cement scarcity in the Cape Province is 
serious and often building work is held up 
and men laid off for lack of supplies. Accord- 
ing to members of the building trade in Cape 
Town, it will take years to get new cement 
factories into production, and some other 
solution must be found to overcome the 
immediate difficulties. 


Blocks Instead of Bricks Reduce Housing 
Costs: Hollow concrete blocks, made at less 
than half the cost of bricks by the Port Eliza- 
beth City Engineer’s Department, will be used 
to build houses for natives and coloured 
population. Two machines are mass-produc- 
ing blocks at Schauder Township, building 
up a supply before work starts on 686 semi- 
detached houses. 


Bulawayo to Build 1,400 Native Houses: 
Bulawayo City Council is to build 1,400 
native houses on its Western Commonage 
at a total cost of £204,469. The erection 
of a further batch of 1,400 will be con- 
sidered soon. 


CENTENARY HOUSES 


In addition to its normal house-building 
programme, Durban City Council intends to 
spend £450,000 on special housing projects 
over the next three years in commemoration 
ef its civic centenary this year. The sum 
will be divided equally between the Euro- 
pean, coloured and Indian communities. 


Cape Town Commerce HQ Being Built: 
Work is expected to start early next year 
on the building which the Cape Town 
Chamber of Commerce and the Cape Cham- 
ber of Industries are to erect jointly in Cape 
Town. The building will have ten storeys 
and will cost about £4m. 


New £700,000 Building in Johannesburg: 
One of the largest banking halls in South 
Africa will be a feature of the new £700,000 
premises of the United Building Society in 
Johannesburg. The hall will be 90 ft. by 
65 ft. and will be free of columns. The 
main ‘office building will be of eight storeys. 


£100m. Housing Scheme: The Minister of 
Health, Dr. van ‘Rhyn,: recently told the 
House of Assembly that the Government 
had a scheme to build 15,000 houses for non- 
Europeans and 2,500 houses for Europeans 
each year for ten years at an estimated cost 
of £10m. a year, or £100m. in all. The 
Treasury was providing £84m. this year, and 
the balance will come from interest and 
redemption. 
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Building Plans in Johannesburg: Plans for 
a new college costing £170,000, and for a 
block of flats costing £185,000, are included 
in the plans for buildings, with a total value 
of £2,195,600, passed by the Johannesburg 
Municipality during May. In June plans for 
510 buildings to cost £1,487,880 were passed. 
The plans included 24 blocks of flats total- 
ling £398,750 and 29 buildings for commerce 
and business houses totalling £320,500. For 
the first six months of this year a total of 
2,801 plans has been approved for buildings 
to cost £10,689,415. Of these plans, 142 have 
been for blocks of flats to cost £2,957,950. 


Reef Native Housing Scheme: One of the 
Reef’s most ambitious housing schemes, which 
will cost about £74m. before it is completed, 
is being undertaken by the Benoni Town 
Council at the new Daveyton township, 
where 70,000 natives will be housed in more 
than 12,000 houses. The surveying of the 
township area of about 2,000 acres has now 
been completed and building is expected to 
start shortly on the first section of the town- 
ship, involving 6,300 homes. 


School Costs £1,880,000 in Northern 
Rhodesia: Work is going ahead on a school 
at Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, which, it is 
estimated, will cost £1,880,000. It is the Jean 
Rennie Secondary School at Kabulonga. It 
is expected to be ready in 1956-57 and has 
already cost £990,000. 


Building Costs Rise in Rhodesias and 
Nyasaland: Housing costs will almost cer- 


tainly rise by ten per cent. as a result of the ' 


tax imposed on timber and hardware in the 
Federal Budget, and of recent increases in 
wages and cost of building materials, accord- 
ing to Mr. W. Graham, organising director of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers in Rhodesia. This was considered 
to be a very serious matter, particularly at 
a time when the Territorial Minister of Hous- 
ing and local authorities were studying low 
cost housing schemes to ease the present 
shortage and provide for new immigrants. 
The effect would also be felt in native hous- 
ing. 

Native Housing Scheme at Vanderbijl 
Park: The National Housing and Planning 
Commission has sanctioned the Vanderbijl 
Park Town Council’s housing scheme, under 
which it is proposed to erect 1,110 houses 
at a cost of £347,250. Vanderbijl Park is 
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the new town near Vereeniging, where the 
Iscor and Vecor, steelworks are situated. 


Building Industry Remains Active: Pros- 
pective demand in the building industry, as 
indicated in the volume of building plans 
passed, continues to expand. During April, 
plans valued at £5,479,000 were passed in 
the seven principal municipalities of the 
Union, bringing the cumulative value for the 
first four months of 1954 to £18,583,000, or 
30 per cent. more than the total for the same 
period of last year. Conditions are fairly 
active in the industry at present, and the 
demand for building materials and timber is 
generally steady, although the market is 
keenly competitive; some reports mention 
that turnovers are a little lower than last 
year’s corresponding levels. 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Accra (Gold Coast).—Two British firms 
have been jointly awarded a £7,521,804 con- 
tract to build a harbour at Tema, 17 miles 
from Accra. Tenders submitted by John 
Howard and Co., Ltd., and Sir Lindsay Park- 
inson and Co., Ltd., were the lowest of seven 
received. 

The contract includes the building of two 
breakwaters, about one and a half mile and 
one mile long, which will enclose an area of 
more than 500 acres forming Africa’s largest 
entirely “ artificial” harbour. 

A finger quay to accommodate four ships 
is also to be built, as well as a fishing 
harbour, warehouses, railway marshalling 
yards and a station. Work is expected to 
be started at the end of this year, and to be 
completed in four years. 


Australia—The Acting City Engineer of 
Sydney (Mr. R: D. Stevenson) has recom- 
mended a site for a new £A750,000 Sydney 
Opera House. The projected building, which 
will seat 3,000, will be erected on land owned 
by the City Council, at the corner of Liver- 
pool- and College-streets and opposite the 
southern end of Hyde Park. Construction 
of a new Boys’ High School at Randwick, 
NSW, at a cost of approximately 
£A300,000, will shortly commence. The 
NSW Education Department has bought 
28 acres of Moorfield racecourse, Sydney, 
for £A60,000, to be used for building an 
extension to the St. George Technical 
College, as soon as possible, and, later, the 
construction of two separate boys’ and girls’ 
secondary schools. 

The Australian Mutual Provident Society 
is erecting a five-storey building block, cost- 
ing £A180,000, in Wollongong, New South 
Wales. It will include shops, much accom- 
modation for the district office of the society, 
and four upper storeys which will be let— 
In Sydney, during the past three months 
home building prices have risen by about ,7+ 
per cent.—The Manning Co-operative Bacon 
Society intends to expand its factory at 
Wingham, New South Wales, at a cost of 
about £A90,000.—Renmark, South Australia, 
is to have new club rooms, costing £A10,000, 
for its sub-branch of the Returned Service 
League. 


*British West Africa-—The Government 


of the Gold Coast is calling for tenders for 


the erection of Labour Department Buildings 
at Kumasi. Tenders must be submitted on 
a lump sum basis. Drawings, specifications, 
form of tender, schedule of rates and con- 
ditions of contract may be obtained on 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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‘ 6 
‘YING sAuce™ 


—it’s only Travis & Arnold’s idea of the 
quickest and easiest way of serving customers. 
It’s a pity that timber and building materials, too, 
are not designed by flying experts. They take a 
little longer to deliver to site. Even so, T. & A.’s service 
is as brisk as fifty years of serving good 
customers can make it, and as up-to-date and 
friendly as you like it. Travis & Arnold have 





branches throughout the country with keen 
and helpful men to serve you at every one of them. 





TRAVIS « ARNOLD 
LIMITED 


INCORPORATING 
JOHN EEDE BUTT & SONS y, 











BRIGHTON, CAMBRIDGE, CHATTERIS, CROMER, EASTLEIGH, KING'S LYNN, LITTLEHAMPTON, LONDON, LYMINGTON, 


16 ‘BRANCHES NEWBURY, NORTHAMPTON, PETERBOROUGH, PORTSLADE, RUGBY, SOUTHAMPTON and SUTTON BRIDGE (Lincs.) 
HEAD OFFICES: TRAVIS & ARNOLD LTD., NORTHAMPTON. TELEPHONE 4990/7. JOHN EEDE BUTT & SONS, LITTLEHAMPTON. TELEPHONE 1 
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You know exactly where you are with WARERITE 
Handy Panels. All you need is ordinary glue— 
and common sense. For resurfacing or for 
on-site jobs you’ll find them easy to cut and fit. 
This is because a Handy Panel is WARERITE 
Laminated Plastic material press-bonded to 
top-grade plywood—and this gives you an 


absolutely flat surface. 


WARERITE 


LAMINATED PLASTICS 











Normal WaArRERITE 
veneers are available without 
plywood backing, but 

we strongly recommend 
that these be fitted by firms 
specialising in this type 
of work, to make sure 





of an even and com- 
pletely satisfactory job. 


WARERITE LIMITED (UNIT OF BAKELITE LIMITED) - WARE + HERTS + TEL: WARE 502 





WA. 9. 
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deposit of £5 from the Regional Architect, 
Public Works Department, Kumasi. Tenders 
must be submitted by August 27. Telephone 
inquiries, quoting Reference ESB 18112/54, 
should be made to the Board of Trade (Tel.: 
Chancery 4411, Ext. 771 or 738). 


*Canada.—The Board of Trade has pro- 
duced a short 14-page pamphlet for the 
guidance of those firms who may be con- 
sidering setting up a subsidiary organisation 
in Canada. It makes no claim to be more 
than an introduction to the subject, but it 
iouches on most of the more important fac- 
tors which have to be taken into account, 
such as, for example, application to the Bank 
of England and Treasury; the difference 
between Dominion and Provincial registra- 
tion; solicitors’ fees and fees for incorpora- 
tion; selection of a name; and Federal, Pro- 
vincial and other taxation. It includes an 
appendix listing useful contacts in the 
Provinces of Canada. The pamphlet will be 
sent free on request. Applications should 
be addressed to The Board of Trade, Com- 
mercial Relations and Exports Department, 
Room 4170, Horse Guards- avenue, SWI, 
quoting reference CRE/42538/52. 


New Zealand.—Construction is to begin 
next year on a £600,000 mill to be built at 
Kawerau, New Zealand, adjacent to the Tas- 
man Pulp and Paper Company’s project. This 
well-known New Zealand company is behind 
the new project which is expected to have 
an annual output of between 4,000 and 5,000 
tons of paper. 

A survey of bridges throughout New Zea- 
land is to be made by the National Roads 
Board. . New tasks for the contractors, 
Morrison, Knudsen and Downer, who com- 
pleted the driving and concreting of the 
Rimutake Tunnel in June, over a year ahead 
of schedule, include the driving of a vertical 
ventilation shaft and concreting the floor of 
the tunnel. Work continues steadily on the 
deviations at both portals of the tunnel and 
the Ministry of Works hopes to have all the 
formation work completed early next year. 


NEAR EAST REPRESENTATION 


Readers desirous of opening a market for 
any of their specialities which are suitable 
for use in the Near East countries are in- 
vited to send their relevant publicity material 
direct, in triplicate, to Col. L. B. Barrington, 
Anglo-Syrian Construction Co., P.O. Box 
831, Beirut, Lebanon. 


CHINESE MISSION’S VISIT 


Members of the Chinese trade mission, 
who visited British trade centres in June- 
July under the auspices of the Sino-British 
Trade Committee, inspected scale models of 
prefabricated buildings at the office of Mr. 
A. M. Gear, ARIBA, a consulting architect 
to the Arcon Development Group. 


EXPORTING TO AMERICA 

An up-to-date ABC guide on selling to 
America has been published by the Board 
of Trade. It is a revised edition of “ Export- 
ing to the United States of America” (HM 
Stationery Office, 3s. 6d. net, by post 3s. 8d.). 
The idea behind the booklet is to help any- 
one interested in doing business in the US 
market. It summarises in a convenient form 
for both the new exporter and the old hand 
the special features of the market and US 
business practices, and outlines the main US 
Government regulations affecting the foreign 
trader. Emphasis is placed throughout on 
the further information and help for the 
exporter which is available from official and 
private bodies on both sides of the Atlantic. 
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SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Historic Buildings 


HE valuable work carried out by the 
Historic Buildings Council for Scotland 
since its institution at the end of last year 
was commended by the council of the 
National Trust of Scotland meeting in 
Edinburgh. 

Lorp Wemyss, chairman, said it was 
extremely encouraging that in such a short 
time so many grants had been recommended 
for the benefit of buildings of interest in 
Scotland. 

The Trust was particularly glad to see that 
the Historic Buildings Council was giving 
such sympathetic attention to the smaller 
domestic houses of the country as well as 
the large houses of more definite historic 
association. 

Lord Wemyss, in particular, commented 
on the recent grant given by the Ministry 
of Works for the restoration of Pitheavlis 
Castle, an excellent example of sixteenth- 
century building and probably the only one 
of its kind in Perthshire. It had been 
inhabited as a dwelling house since 1570 and 
this restoration would provide two modern 
houses within the framework of the original 
exterior. 


East Kilbride Appointments 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
has reappointed Sir Patrick J. Dollan, LID, 
DL, JP, to serve as Chairman of the East 
Kilbride Development Corporation for a 
further period of two years. 

He has also appointed Dr. W. J. Jenkins, 
BSc, PhD, to serve as a member of the Cor- 
poration for a period of two years in place 
of Sir Ernest W. L. Field, CBE, who retires 
on completion of his term of office. 





Dual Purpose Building 


THE reconstructed Canongate, Tolbooth, 
Edinburgh, which will fulfil the dual role of 
museum and public hall, has just been 
opened. The reconstruction has been carried 
out by the Corporation as part of their 
scheme for the restoration of the Royal Mile. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They. apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
a 4 
ist de = <5 ae 41 3 
2nd ; i sit 55 0 
3rd a Mi een 82 6 
4th $e ach -- 664 110 0 
Sth “f 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary: period) 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) . ; 


V2 we 











Speaking at the opening, Lord Provost 
JouNn G. BANKS said that by turning the pro- 
perty partly into a museum and partly into 
a meeting place where the residents of the 
Canongate could come together for social 
purposes, new life was being brought to the 
venerable apartments and they were keeping 
Edinburgh in the forefront in the preserva- 
tion of the country’s heritage. 


The Last Example! 


AN APPEAL for the preservation of Black- 
hall Castle—a manor house about 400 years 
old on a site associated with the ancient 
Stuart kings of Scotland—has been made by 
Mr. J. Steel Maitland, Scots architect. 

Considerable controversy has been aroused 
over the future of the building, following 
Paisley Town Council’s decision to inquire 
about the possibility of demolition after 
reports that a fall of stonework had taken 
place. 

Mr. Maitland states: “Paisley has got 
nothing left of the buildings of the old world 
except the Abbey and Stanley Castle. Black- 
hall Castle is the only really old dwelling 
house left in the town and Paisley’s only 
example of the old Scottish domestic archi- 
tecture. Though it has no great value 
historically or architecturally it should be 
preserved.” 


Tunnel Scheme 


Tue Minister of Transport has authorised 
the immediate start on a single dual carriage- 
way tunnel between Whiteinch and Lint- 
house. The Minister said that before its 
completion the question of proceeding with 
the second tunnel ‘would be reconsidered on 
its merits in relation to available resources 
and the claims on them of road projects 
throughout the country as a whole. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans to be prepared for a community 
centre to be erected at Mastrick, for which the archi- 
tect is Alexander B. Gardner (F), Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

Argylishire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
corporation houses to be erected at Ardenslate, 
Dunoon. The architect and burgh surveyor is Archi- 
bald T. Smith, Municipal-bldgs., Argyll-st., Dunoon. 

Broomhouse.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
housing scheme for Lanarkshire CC to be erected at 
Calderpark-cres., for which the architect is Samuel 
MacColl (A), County-bidgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 
West. 

Carbridge.—Inverness-shire CC to erect new scheme 
of houses, for which plans are to be prepared by Col. 
Alexander Cullen (F), architect, County-bldgs., Inver- 
ness Castle, Inverness. ; 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared by their own archi- 
tects have been approved for an extension, est. to 
cost £22,000. to the Kirkintilloch works of M. & C. 
Switchgear Co., Ltd., Kelvinside. 
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Dunfriesshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
houses at the Greenloe housing site. The council A 
is James I. Rodger, Burgh Surveyor’s Office, Muni- 
ciple-bldgs., Annan. 

Forfarshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 50 
houses to be erected at the Hayhead housing site at 
Arbroath, at an est. cost of £65,250. The architect 
is J. Austen Bent (A), 19, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for extensions for Donald- 
son & Filer, Ltd., Pollockshaws Works, Cogan-st., 
have been approved. The architects are James Taylor 
Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
sec. sch. to be erected at Knightswood-rd., Anniesland. 
The architects are Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (F&A), 
Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
erection of new buildings at the junction of the Salt- 
market and Greendyke-st., Calton, for Charles Alexan- 
der, 68, Loch-st., Aberdeen. The architects are Ross, 
Harvey & Scott (F&F), 2, Clifton-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for exten- 
sion and additions to the commercial garage of Mellor 


& Thomson at 382/386, Mosspark Boulevard, Moss- st 
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park. The architect is Donald Murray (A), 7, Moss- 
st., Paisley. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
at Royal Exchange-sq., for which the architects are 
Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for 32 flats 
for aged persons to be erected at the Garthmunnock 
housing site, for which the architect is Archibald G. 


Jury (F), Architectural & Planning Department, The 
Trongate, Glasgow. 
Inverness-shire.—Hamish N. Paterson, architect, 


Queensgate-chbrs., Inverness, is preparing plans for 
new farm houses, dairy steadings, and other buildings 
for a complete modern dairy undertaking at Loch- 
broom. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved by the 
Education Authority for new prim. and sec. sch. to be 
erected at Airdrie. The architect is William Watt (F), 
County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for scheme of recon- 
struction and additions at Lauchhope-st. for new post 
re. _The architect is William Nimmo, 5, Stranrigg- 
, Plains. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will ee 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 7. 


*+Duarham CC.—Building work at various schools. 
G. R. Clayton (F), County A, Durham. 


AUGUST 12. 


*t+Ipswich CB.—Eight flats, Cemetery-rd. BE&S, 

19, Tower-st. Tenders by September 9. 
AUGUST 18. 

*+Wimbledon Boro’.—Alterations and additions, 
dressing-room accommodation, Commons Extension 
land, Robin Hood-la. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 21. 

*Tetbury RDC.—Six houses, Avening. Gordon 
Payne & Preece, architects, Rockleigh House, 67, 
London-rd.,.Gloucester. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 25. 
*+Shrewsbury Boro’.—Structural framing,  etc., 
A. T. Morris, 


Attested Block, New Cattle Market. 
BS. 


AUGUST 26. 


*Harrow BC.—Four dwellings off Eaton-close, 
Dennis-la. estate, Stanmore. J. H. Melville Richards, 





BE&S. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 27. 
*Luton BC.—Scullery, Osborne-rd. special school. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


administrative 
Boro’ 


*Sunderland CB.—Garage and 
accommodation, Railway-row cleansing depot. 
A, Grange House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Welton RDC.—Eight houses and 4 bungalows, 


Ingham. Wm. Saunders & Ptnrs., architects, 24, 
Castle Gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 31. 
*+Portsmouth City.—Rebuilding the Guildhall. V. 
Blanchard, TC. 
SEPTEMBER 2. 
*Sunderland CB.—Health Centre. Springwell. Boro’ 


A, Grange House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 6. 
*Halifax CB.—Block of shops and flats. Bank Edge- 
td., Overton. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 


SEPTEMBER 8. 


*Rugby Boro’.—Sport pavilion and _ clubhouse, 
Mill-rd. BS.. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rugby Boro’ -—Rebuilding of calf pens, Cattle 
Market.: BS. Dep. Ss. 


SEPTEMBER 11. 


*Ealing Boro’.—Convenience, ‘‘ Maytrees,’’ South 
Ealing-rd., W5. C. W. Seddon BE&S. Dep. £2. 


NO DATE. 
*Rickmansworth UDC.—82 dwellings, Berry-la. 
estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Tunbridge Wells Boro’.—20 dwellings, Sherwood 
estate. HH. P. Bishop, BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 16. 

*+Herefordshire CC.—List of agricultural engineers 
for works at Training College, Hereford; Hunderton 
School, Hereford; and Whitecross School, Hereford. 
County A, Hereford. Dep. £2 2s. each. 


AUGUST 18. 


*Dunstable Boro’.—External painting and repair of 
98 houses and flats, Beecroft and Brewers Hill estates. 
Housing Estates Manager. Dep. £1 Is. 


AUGUST 23. 
*Luton Boro’.—Preparation, seeding and planting 
works at flats on certain sites. BE. ep. s. 
AUGUST 31. 
*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Chain-link fencing on two 
sites. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2 
SEPTEMBER 15. 


*Leeds Regional ~~ — Board.—Installation of 
steam boiler plant, ary’s Hospital, Green Hill- 
rd., Armley. pe to Board, Park-par., 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—Ciup PREMISES.—BC to grant 99 
years’ lease of a portion of housing site No. 146 
(Crawford-rd./Coldharbour-la.) to London Council of 
Social Services for purpose of erecting a King George 
VI Memorial Club. 

Cranham.—SHorps AND MaAISONETTES.—Upminster 
Park Development Co., Ltd., have submitted to Horn- 
church DC an amended plan, which has been 
approved, for 12 shops and maisonettes at Avon-rd., 


PROTECT 


WITH THE 











THE COLOURLESS 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


LUTELY TRANSPA 

Equally foanva on Brick, Stone, Geom ¢ Concrete, 
Asbestos Cement and Wood surfaces. Walls treated with 
Penetrex ‘**53"" are proof against dampness caused by 
driving rain for 5 years. Penetrex ‘53°’ is economical 
too—one gallon giving from 100 sq, ft. to 270 sq. ft. 
depending upon the porosity of the surfaces. 

Ask at your Builders’ Merchant or write for prices and 
nearest stockist to Sole Manufacturers; . 


FA WEN TE RON 
HOLBORN STREET. LEEDS 6 Te 
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Cranham.—Suorps AND FLats.—Academy Electric 
Co. (1931), Ltd., have had plans approved for 4 
shops with flats over at 43-46, Lichfield-ter. 


Cranham.—Hovuses.—Hyett & Hass, Ltd., have re- 
ceived town planning permission to erect 8 ‘houses at 
Roseberry-gdns. 

Cranham.—HouseEs.—Steven & Copsey propose to 
build 9 houses at Ashvale-gdns., for which planning 
permission has been granted. 

Harold Wood.—HouseEs aND GARAGES.—Plans sub- 
mitted by Chelmsford Building Co. for 20 pairs of 
s.d. houses and garages at Thurso-cl., Harold Court 
Estate, have been approved by Hornchurch UDC. 

Hornchurch.—Laporatory.—Amended plan _ sub- 
mitted to UDC by Roneo, Ltd., Hornchurch-rd. for a 
laboratory to be erected at their factory has been 
approved 

St. Marylebone.—Housinc.—Housing Com. recom- 
mend appointment of Armstrong & MacManus, 
FF/RIBA, 28, Gloucester-pl., W1, as architects for 
the 147-165, Lisson-gr. scheme. 

Shoreditch.—ExTENSION.—E.&S. has been instructed 
to prepare a scheme for a town hall annexe or ex- 
tension (to include accommodation for housing dept.) 
on a site at the rear of existing town hall. 

‘Tottenham.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Rees J. Williams, 
MICE, FRICS, Boro’ E.&S., has prepared plans for 
redeveloping The Hale. It is proposed to carry out 
the redevelopment of 34 acres of The Hale area as 
part of a larger scheme for the surrounding locality 
which covers in all more than 7} acres. is will 
be done by building large blocks of flats, houses and 
shops to accommodate 790 people. 

Upminster.—Houses.—Maylands Green Estate Co. 
have had plans approved for 76 houses at Severn-dr. 
and Tees-cl. 

Walthamstow.—BripGcEes.—Lee Conservancy Catch- 
ment Board propose to build a bridge to carry the 
railway track at rear of F. Austin, Ltd., factory, 
Argall-ave., and another at Coppermill-la 

Walthamstow.—HouseEs AND GARAGES.—J. W. War- 
boys, Ltd., proposed to build 4 houses and 4 garages 
on sites of Nos. 110-116, Larkshall-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC to purchase site at Hazel- 
hurst for 500 houses.—Approved plans for additional 
storey to printing works, Moss-st., for H. Holme 
Sons, Ltd. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—-BC preparing working drawings 
for extensions to Central Library.—BC received imme- 
diate starting date for rebuilding of the Public Baths 
(£23,000 est.). 

Basford.—RDC to erect 252 new traditional houses. 

Beverley (Yorks).—TC approved completion of 
scheme for a £20,000 cultural centre in middle of town. 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC received consent to borrow 
£138,000 for 106 houses on Woodhouse-cl. estate. 
Surveyor, J. Ford. 

Blackburn.—CC approved plans for classroom block 
at Convent of Notre Dame, Whalley New-rd., for 
Trustees of Sisters of Notre Dame. 

Blyth.—Boro’ E. (D. W. Foster) has prepared plans 
for 41 houses in Laverock Hall-rd., 24 at Newsham- 
rd., 24 at Delaval-ter. and 29 at Patterdale-rd. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved plans for housing lay- 
out at Callowbrook Farm Estate, Rubery, for A. & J. 
Mucklow & Co., Ltd.; 12 houses at Bowes-rd., Rubery, 
for Mr. J. S. Procter. 

Burnley.—EC preparing sketch plans for workshops 
and laboratories at Municipal College and Municipal 
School of Art. 

Coventry.—Coventry Diocese approved extensions to 
St. James Church, Stivichall (£27,350 est.). 


Darlington.—TC is to build 60 more houses on 
Branksome estate. Plans by Boro’ A., E. H. Torn- 
bohm. 


Dudley.—TC instructed quantity surveyor, O. A. 
Wainwright, Tixall House, St. James-rd., to prepare 
quantities for 170 houses at Sledmere Estate. 


Durham.—G. T Brown & Son, Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land, are architects for 24 bungalows at Belmont for 
North-Eastern Licensed Victuallers. 


Harrogate.—Yorkshire Asstn. 
Cripples propose extensions 
(£25,000 est.). 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC surveyor (R. C. Bestow) 
has prepared preliminary plans for proposed shops on 
Mockton-la. housing estate.—UDC has forwarded plans 
to Cty. Planning Officer for proposed community 
centre in Crawley-sq. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC has approved plans for a 
public-house in Hedgeley-rd. for McEwan & Co., Ltd. 
Architects, T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields. 

Lanchester.—RDC to let contract for 28 houses and 
12 bungaiows at Hamsteels. Plans by Surveyor. 


Leeds.—EC appointed T. Priestley & Sons, 8, Blen- 


for the Care of 
to Harlow Grange 





heim-ter., as quantity surveyors for West Leeds Girls’ 
High Sch. 

Leigh.—TC_ considering erection of a Central 
Library. Seek loan of £116,057 for 88 dwellings on 


3rd stage of Higher Fold Estate. 


Litherland.—UDC propose further 44 houses on 
Field-la. site. 
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Young feet make many a floor covering old before 

its time ! For feet at play—put Linoleum to work. 

Linoleum is unsurpassed in its ability to resist abrasive 

wear. Pounding shoes and constantly shifted furniture 

leave its durability unimpaired. It is easy to clean and 

keep clean; it is noise-absorbing and quiet to the tread. 

Its surface provides that sure grip that school-age feet 

require. Linole-m is the answer to the problem of supplying 

a floor covering that is economical, and, at the same time, gives 
the architect wide scope for design expression. 
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Nothing takes the place of LINOLEUM 







































































For good looks and long life plan for 


—_ LINOLEUM 


‘“*T HELMA\”? stands for The Linoleum Manufacturers’ Association, 127 Victoria Street, London, S.W.r1. 
For further information write to the Association or to any of the following members :— 

BARRY OSTLERE & SHEPHERD LTD., KIRKCALDY + DUNDEE LINOLEUM CO, LTD., DUNDEE - LINOLEUM MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., 

6 OLD BAILEY, E.C.4 - MICHAEL NAIRN & CO. LTD., KIRKCALDY - NORTH BRITISH LINOLEUM CO. LTD., DUNDEE 

SCOTTISH CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY LTD., FALKLAND, FIFE ~- JAS. WILLIAMSON & SON LTD., LANCASTER 
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Liverpool.—TC to prepare plans for 16 maisonettes 
at Kent Square, 35 dwellings and 16 shops at South- 
dene, Kirkby, and garages at Belvedere-rd. Also pro- 
pose erection of new office block at Hatton-gdns. for 
Health Dept. (£100,000 est.). Plans by Dr. Ronald 
Bradbury, Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st. 

Ww. Avery, Ltd., Fontenay-st. and Great 
Crosshall-st., propose new "office and workshop build- 
ing. Architects, Quiggin & Gee.—Harry Watney & 
Co. propose rebuilding of warehouses Nos. M970 and 
R726 at Birchall-st. Architects, Gunton & Gunton, 
48, Castle-st., Liverpool. 

Lianidloes.—UDC approved plans for factory near 
Westgate-st. for Sandringham Leather Goods, Ltd. 


Longbenton (Northumberland).—New clinic to be 
added to Percy Hedley Sch. for Spastic Children. Work 
may start in Sept. No coutracts have been let. Plans 
by C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Longbenton.—A 45- —_ + og has been bought by 
Thomas Hedley & Co., Ltd., the soap and detergent 
manufacturers, initially , the expansion of their 
research facilities, but later for the extension of the 
productive capacity of their Newcastle factory. The 
first part of the scheme will involve construction of 
research laboratories, pilot plants and associated 
office accommodation and will cost about £350,000. 
Work on this is expected to start in the autumn. 


Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans for:—Recon- 
struction of buildings at Dock-rd. for Ditchburn Equip- 
ment Co.; 12 bungalows at Leamington-rd. for John 
Halstead, Ltd.; 12 houses at Ryeheys-rd.; 5 at St. 
Leonards-rd. for St. Annes Land and Building Co. 


Manchester.—Metro Vicks, Ltd., propose engineer- 
ing works at Western-rd. and Shady-la. ., Baguley. Plans 
by Works Engineer.—Washingtons, Ltd., propose 
erection of shops, offices and warehouse at junction of 
Deansgate, Lloyd-st. and Queen-st. Architect, Clifford 
Wild, 51, King-st. 

Middlesbrough.—North Riding Ed. Com. has re- 
ceived approval to building of Cleveland Technical 
College in three instalments. The first, comprising 
engineering workshops, will cost £120, 000. Plans by 
Cty. A., County Hall, Northallerton. (Steelwork.) 

Midd@esbrough.—Plans have been prepared by W. E. 
Schumm, 49, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, for a factory 
in Snowdon-rd. for Middlesbrough and District Hide 
and Skin Market Co., Ltd.—S. Bower, Quendon 
Court, Quendon, Essex, has prepared plans for a 
£25,000 church in Keith-rd. for St. Chad’s Parochial 
Church Council. 

Morecambe.—BC to purchase Clark-st. Congre- 
gational Church for adaptation as either a magistrates’ 
court, conference hall or CD post. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Cackett, Burns Dick & Mac- 
Kellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are archi- 
tects for proposed £1m. factory on Fawdon trading 
estate for Scott & Turner, Ltd., manufacturing 
chemists, Gallowgate, Newcastle. Detailed plans have 
still to be approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work is to start in October on 
the construction of an ophthalmic outpatients’ dept. 
at Newcastle Gen. Hosp. for Newcastle Hosp. Brd., 
‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle. Layout plans 
have been approved for a dept. of neurological surgery 
at the hospital. Brd.’s Chief A., P. H. Knighton, 
MBE, ARIBA. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—G. H. Gray & Partners, Cam- 
den-st., North Shields, are recommended for appoint- 
ment as architects for proposed Firfield Boys’ Sch. 
for EC. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The following consultants have 
been appointed by EC for stage three of the scheme 
for building the new Rutherford College of Techno- 
logy:—Structural steelwork, T. F. Burns & Partners, 
3, Ellison-pl., Newcastle; electrical, heating and venti- 
lating, R. W. Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim House, 
Newcastle; and quantity surveyors, Allen & Hill, 18. 
Tankerville-ter., Newcastle. The scheme will go out 
to tender in December and building work will start 
next March. City A. is G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. 

_ Newport (Salop).—UDC approved plans for exten- 
sions = factory off Audley-ave. for Audley Engineer- 
ing 

Nests Riding.—Ed. Com. has received approval for 
building following schools: Leeming, £14,000; South 
Bank, extension, £51,392; Colburn, £35,322; Shelton, 
£35, tr Thirsk, "100, 512: Stokesley, £103, 512; Redcar, 
£103,5 Guisborough. £141,962. Plans by the Cty. 
y Coane Hall, Northallerton. 

North Shields.—Plans by William Stockdale, archi- 
tect, Howard-st., North Shields, for 10 private houses 
and garages at Middlestone-cres. have been approved. 

North Shields.—Hardy & Co., house furnishers, etc., 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to convert former 
Corp. baths and washhouses in Saville-st. and Church- 
way into showrooms, etc., and extensive alterations 
will be necessary. Architect, Clarence Solomon, 30, 
St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Northumberland.—Preliminary plans have been sent 
to M of E by CC for proposed gE Cty. Prim. 
Sch.; which will cost £108,000. Cty. A., C. C. Brown. 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Nottingham.—Ministry approval received for 1955-56 
schools building programme. Clifton Highbank Jun. 
Sch. (£51,392); Clifton RC Prim. Sch. (£44,044): 
Clifton Sec. Mod. Sch. No. 3 (£187,000); Bulwell 
Blenheim Sec. Sch. (£139,359); Burford Inf. Sch. 
(£24,000). Reserve list: Clifton Hall Grammar Sch. 
(£100,000); Sherwood Daybrook Vale Sec. Mod. Sch. 
(£147,262); Wilford RC Sec. Mod. Sch. (£92,004). 
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Naneaton.—TC approved plans for factory at Cauld- 
sta for Francis & Wilebur, Ltd., Hill-st., Hinck- 
ey. 

Scarisbrick.—Permission has been received from 
Ministry for Southport CB to go ahead with new 
crematorium project which will cost £40,000 

Shardiow.—E. Hunt & Sons, Nottingham-rd., Rip- 
ley, propose 90 houses, Alfreton-rd. 

Shrewsbury.—Corsets Silhouette, Ltd., Soton Hill, 
propose large factory, Harlescott-la. Work to com- 
mence during next 12 months. 

Skipton.—RDC propose 20 houses at Glusburn and 
10 at Gargrave. 

South Shields.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields, are architects for proposed licensed 
premises in Quarry-la. for Duncan & Daglish, Ltd., 
Swinburne-pl., Newcastle.—R. Brown & Sons, Lord- 
st., South Shields, are to erect 18 houses on Gypsies 
Green Estate to plans by Page, Son & Hill, 75, King- 
st., South Shields.—EC proposes nursery sch. at rear 
of Westmorland-rd. 

Stokesley.—RDC has approved plans by J. Cresswell 
for 10 houses at Marton and block of classrooms and 
library, Friends Sch., Great Ayton.—Approved layout 
plans by Ideal Builders Improvement Asstn. for 11 
bungalows and 6 garages at Great Ayton. 

Sunderland.—Ed. Com. is to purchase 6 acres in 
Ryhope-rd. for a jun. tech. sch. to be commenced next 
year and for another tech. sch. Boro’ A., ce 
Bishop. (Steelwork.) 

Tynemouth.—Alterations and additions are proposed 
to Bath Assembly Rooms, Bath-ter., for T. W. Craw- 
shaw, to plans by G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North 
Shields. 

Tynemouth.—Plans are being prepared by G. H. 
Gray, Camden-st., North Shields, for alterations and 
additions in Howard-st., North Shields, to provide 
offices and residential accommodation for Tims & 
or: —Alterations and additions to be carried out 

‘* Express Inn,’’ Nile-st., for W. B. Reid & Co., 
Ltd. (architects, Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne-st., North 
Shields).—An office block is proposed at Albert ‘Edward 
Docks Sawmills to plans by J. W. Taylor & Sons, 
St. James-bldgs., Gallowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne.— 
Chisholm & Co., bldrs., Upper Road-st., North Shields, 
are to erect 10 houses in Falloden-rd. 

Upholland.—UDC to erect 24 moans at Highgate 
Estate. Plans by Surveyor, J. T. Ibal 

West Riding.—1955-56 weiaiiaalhe ‘approved by 
Minister of Education: Sowerby Bridge Cty. Sec. Sch. 
(£210,000); Holmfirth Cty. Sec. Sch. (£160,000); Elland 
Cty. Sec. Sch. (£155,000); Dinnington Cty. Sec. Sch. 
(£175,000); Thurcroft Cty. Jun. Sch. (£56,000); Thur- 
croft Cty. Inf. Sch. (£45,000); Cudworth, Snydale-rd. 
Cty. Inf. Sch. (£45,000); Settle Cty. Sec. Sch. 
(£100,000); Bawtry Cty. Prim. Sch. (£35,000); Morley, 
Wide-rd. Cty. Prim. Sch. (£50,000); Barnborough Cty. 
Prim. Sch. (£35,000); Wath Catholic Sec. Sch. (con- 
tribution £15,000); also reserve projects up to ceiling 
of £750,000. 

Wirral.—UDC seek Ministry approval for new town 
hall (£42,097 est.). 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Bangor.—52 houses at Maesgirchen site extension, 
for TC: *Edward Jones, 3, The Arcade, Penmaenmawr, 
£72,592. 

Barnes.—Erection of 72 flats at Priest’s Bridge, for 
BC: *Tersons, Ltd., £150,590. 
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Barrow-in-Furness.—Alterations to tech. coll., for 
BC: *Direct Labour, £11,452. 


Bermondsey.—54 flats at Moodkee-st. site, for BC: 
*Direct Labour, £131,397. 


Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of two park-keepers’” 
cottages at John Whitehead Park, for UDC: *Hann 
and Little, Pickering-st., Haverton Hill-on-Tees. 


Bridge-Blean.—Erection of 22 houses at Littlebourn 
for RDC. Plans by Godfrey (A); racnens 
ties by A. W. West, FRICS, FIAS, MRSanil. WH 
Cork, Chilham, Nr. Canterbury, £33,169; B. R. Riedos 
and Son, Whitstable, £31,060; ¢ Ringmer Building 
Works, Ltd., Ringmer, £30,123; G. Parker and Sons, 
Ltd., Canterbury, £29,027; J. and M. Smith (Ashford), 
Ltd., Ashford, £23,972; The Margate Building and 
Decorating Co., Ltd., Margate, £27,963; tTyler (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Bristol-pl., Ramsgate, ££26,957. 


Bromsgrove.—16 houses on Section 12 of the Char- 
ford estate, for UDC: *Mackee & Rodney, Ltd., 
Northfield, £22,103. 


Burnley.—Rebuilding of the White Hart Hotel, 
Church-st., for Daniel Thwaites & Co., Ltd.: *Howarth 
Bros., Bank-chbrs., Colne-la., Colne. 


Bury.—Erection of 38 houses at junction af Man- 
chester-rd. and Dumers-la.: *Middleton & Co. (Black- 
pool), Ltd., Blackpool. 


Carlisle.—Work is about to start on the construc- 
tion of a nurses’ recreation hall at Cumberland In- 
firmary, for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Brd., ‘* Dunira,”’ 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *John Laing & Sons, 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle, £19,400. 


Carlisle.—Work for City C. 10 houses at Harraby, 
*J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £12,906; 20 bungalows. 
at Belah, *J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £18,857; 39 
bungalows at Harraby, *J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, 
£42,793; 16 flats at Harraby, *J. Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Carlisle, £15,033; 9 bungalows at Scalegate-rd., *H. 
Cartner & Son, Newley Cross, nr. Carlisle, £9,808; 
10 houses at Harraby, *H. V. England, Wreay, nr. 
Carlisle, £12,555. 


Consett.—Erection of shops, etc., 
Hall estate, for DC. Architects, Eltringham and 
Lowes, Derwent-st., lackhill; *C.T.C. (Builders), 
Ltd., Queens-rd., Biackhill, £6,024. 


Coventry.—-Erection of a further house block at 
Caludon Castle sec. sch., for EC: *Thos. Bates & 
Sons, Ltd., 53, Warwick- -st., Coventry. (Extension 
to contract.) 


on the Cutlers’ 


Darlaston.—Improvements to the Civic Restaurant, 
for UDC: *O. B. Evans, Ltd., Wolverhampton. 


Deal.—Reinstatement of the pier, for TC: *Con- 
crete Piling, Ltd., £218,441. 


Gosforth (Northumberland).—Steelwork for pro- 
posed additions to St. Nicholas’ Hospital (to cost 
£250,000), for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Brd., **‘ Dunira,’’ 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *E. Wood & Co., 
Manchester. 


Harrogate.—Erection of 140 houses, for TC: 
*Gregory Housing, Ltd., £149,284. 


Ilford.—Erection of old people’s flats and amenity 
block at Stoneleigh-rd., for BC: *Charles S. Foster & 
Sons, Ltd., £129,189. 


London (Old eg a yn of a new building at 
27-32, Old Jewry, for the Commercial Banking Co., 
of Sidney, Ltd. Architects are Waterhouse and Ripley, 
Staple Inn-bldgs., WC: *Trollope and Colls, Ltd. 


€London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW for 
week ended July 24: 

London: South-Western District Office, Howick-pl., 
SW1, alterations to canteen, W. and M. Negus, Ltd., 
Station Works, King James-st., SW1. House of Com- 
mons, SW1, alterations to kitchen, James Carmichael 
(Contractors). Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., Wandsworth, 
SwWs. Foreign Office, Downing Street SWI1, internal 
decorations, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., ** York 
House,”’ 141, Uxbridge-rd., W412. Houses of Par- 
liament, Swi, redecoration of Bishops’ and Lords’ 
Library Corridors, Hampton and Sons, Ltd., 8/9, 
Pall Mall East, SW1. Goyernment Offices, "Great 
George-st., SW1, internal decorations, Alfred Bagnalt 
and Sons, 141, Uxbridge-rd., W12. Carmarthenshire: 
Telephone Exchange, Llandelly, erection, Gee Walker 
and Slater, Ltd., Coychurch-rd., Bridgend, Glam. 
Essex: Post Office and Telephone Exchange, Butts 
Green, Hornchurch, extension to  switchroom, 
Hammond and Miles, Ltd.. Scrafton-rd. Works, 
Ilford. Gloucs: RAF Records, Eastern Ave.. Barn- 
wood, internal and external redecoration, Hawkins 
and Holmes, Building Centre, Hunter-st., Cadoxton, 
Barry. Lancs:Telephone Exchange, Poulton-le-Fylde, 
erection, Fleetwood Construction Co., Ltd., 141, 
Poulton-rd., Fleetwood: Ministry of Pensions and 
National Insurance, Standard. Office Building, Norcross, 
Blackpool, new window sills, F. Parkinson, Ltd., 
Mowbray-rd., Blackpool. Middx! HPO. College- 
re Harrow-on-the- Hill, alterations and redecorations, 

odman and Son. Ltd.. 284, High-rd., 
Al Weald; Crown Building, Bakers-rd., Uxbridge, 
erection, Allen Fairhead and Sons, Ltd., Sydney-rd., 
Enfield. Notts: Rampton Hospital, external Point- 
ime. T. and G. Saxton, Station-st., Mansfield-Wood- 
couse. 


€Loadon (War Dept.).—Works ee placed by 
War Dept. for week ended July 24: 

Angus: Training camp. Robert (oo junr., Tay- 
port; Warwickshire: Installation of boiler equipment, 
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A. Heaton and Co., Ltd., Liversedge; Breconshire: 
Installation of boiler equipment, A. Heaton and Co., 
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Ltd., Liversedge; Derbys: Building work, L. Brown Sheffield.—Erection of 10 blocks of four-storey 
and Sons, Belper; Middx: Installation of gas water maisonettes at Greenhill-Bradway Estate, for City 
heaters, Beaven and Sons, Ltd., London; Hampshire: Council, *J. W. Sivil, Ltd.. £172,586; erection of 15 
Road repairs, W. & J. Glossop, nS London; Wilts: houses at Cowper-cres., *F. Ridal & Sons, Ltd., 
Electrical installations, Southern Electricity oe £20,545. 


Bournemouth; Devonshire: Building work, H. Shifnal.—10 bungalows at Sheriffhales, for RDC: 

Hansford, Honiton; Hampshire: Painting and decorat- «Cc R, Coxill, Ltd., Sherwood, Lilleshall, Newport, 

ing, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash (Surrey). £11,704. 14 houses at Albrighton: *Blackham and 
Manchester.—Two- prose exten W to pane, at Bond, Codsall, Wolverhampton. 

408, Stockport-rd., Longsight, for yming- Smethwick.—Alterations and adaptations at Holly 

ton & Co., Ltd.: *E. G. Emery, Birch- la., Sawmills, Lodge gram. sch. for girls, for EC: *Titford Property 

Longsight, Manchester. Co., Ltd., New-rd., Langley, Birmingham, £5,639. 


Morpeth.—Erection of 100 ‘‘ Unity ’’ houses at Set an : . 
Beet for RDC: *R, Care & Son, Lid. Amble, Stim Erection ae 


£117,129 ; 
2 : . F Walthamstow.—Erection of 36 flats and 15 garages 
Newark.—Erection of church hall at junction of a; Prospect Hill/Shernhall-st., for BC: *Bow ea 
Beech-ave. and Eton-ave., for Methodist Authorities: Construction Co., Ltd., £65,489. 


* ; i 

ie FORE, She Bn .. Pe pits Walthamstow.—36 flats and 15 garages at Prospect- 
_ Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 5 ouseés at hill/Shernhall-st., for BC: *Bow Lane Construction 
Kenton North, for the City C. City A, G. Kenyon, Co £65,489 

18, Cloth Market, Newcastle: *S. Reed, Ltd., Low ; 2 


é ; . Warwick.—Erection of flats on the site of Emscote 
Allg viene BA —— J. J. Hedley, Manor Lodge: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £27, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 68 flats and maison- Warwick.—Erection of block of flats, for TC: *G. 


ettes in Elswick-st., for City C. City A, George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £27,377. 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle: *G. Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Fenwick-ter., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £128, 130. 


Northwich.—Extensions at St. John’s Church, 


Lostock Gralam: *F. Whitehead & Sons, Ltd., Hay- 
hurst-st., Northwich, £4,116. a N 
Richmond.—Erection of 154 houses on a site at 


Catterick Camp + beng for =p 
Wimpey & Co., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Rochdale.—44 dwellings at Abbotts-st., for TC: 7 CELLULAR BLOCKS 
*Roy & Partners, 25, Cross-st., Manchester. 78 dwell- 
ings at Kirkholt: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., London. once used - always WKY te) 

Rotherham.—Erection of an industrial centre for > 
domiciliary services sub-committee: *W. J. Sims, Son BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
& Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. LONDON, W.2 - PADdington 7061. 

Scarborough.—Two blocks of flats for aged persons 
at Barrowcliff, for TC: *Mollekin Bros., Scarborough, 
£12,832. 

Scunthorpe.—Works, for TC: Erection of 224 pre- 
fabricated houses at Manor Farm Estate, Ashby, 
*G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £312,460; 12 bungalows 
at Church Farm Estate, *Hornbuckle & Mitchell, 
Scunthorpe, £14,700. 


Sheffield.—Following for Reg. Hosp. Brd. Pro- TH E a>) EX 5 TE E L 


vision of clinical and sterilising rooms in 4 wards at rem ba) 
St. Helens Hospital, Barnsley: *Direct Labour, £2,733. SCAFFOLD! ie C te 
Conversion of laundry into nurses’ training school at 

Chesterfield Royal Hospital: *J. A. B. Short, Ltd., 
214, Sheffield-rd., Chesterfield, £8,972. 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office : Works: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
B.C! KENT 


MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 























ONS 
WA 
Sou 

ORE 

BUIL 
Sou 
Visi 
PEF 
ST‘ 
Ing 

300) 

BUIL 

195 


PRI 
VOR 
Dis 
BRIT 
Yea 
PL AD 
HOL 
PO 
Hal 
BUIL 
Sur 
ing 
NEW 


